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Attention All Club Members
A thoughtful Treat for your Daimler Enthusiast!

We have supplies of “D” Key Rings and our Daimler & Lanchester Owners Club in N.Z. 
Custom Grille or Bumper Badge.

As you will see from the photo the Badge has been reproduced using our original Die but 
cast in a lighter Alloy (originally Brass), with a Chrome and Blue Enamelled Centre section 
as opposed to the earlier Resin insert.

The unit cost, including postage is
• $6.60 for the Key Ring 
• $55.00 for the Grille/Bumper Badge.

Please forward your requirements and cheque to:-
DLOC in NZ 
Peter Mackie
PO Box 8446
Havelock North 4157
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Firstly, I would like to say, when Dave advised he wanted to step down as President and 
was I keen to take over, my reply was ‘it isn’t the top of my bucket list, but let me think 
on it’.  A few days later and a couple of discussions with various people, I also learned 
that Mike was stepping down as Secretary, all of this was while on the West Coast trying 
to plot the way to the next town while Cyclone Fehi was in action.  Mini Rally and AGM 
planning updates where happening too.

So thank you Dave for the vote of confidence in having me taking over the role.  Dave 
has a very busy schedule and you wonder how he fits in time to make contact with 
members around the country, does his day job, making hubcaps and restoring Daimlers 
(plus a few other interests).

When we got to the item of the Patron position, I quickly put Dave’s name forward 
and Jan King quickly seconded it (no chance to back out) with a reasonably fast approval 
from around the meeting.  Maree had gone shopping and given strict instructions not 
to accept any roles, an exception has been made for this one.

Also my thanks goes out to Winston and Mike for their services over many years 
(way before I even thought of buying a Daimler) who have stepped down from their 
respective roles, however as we would not have had a VP, Mike has put his hand up for 
the role (with instructions it is temporary).

So the new Executive Committee is a bit biased to Auckland but don’t worry the rest 
of the country will keep us in check, plus they need to keep the under 50 y.o. president 
(is this a first?)

Mike King Vice President, New members and Editor
Wayne Duncan Secretary/Treasurer
Chris Wilson Club Captain
Peter Mackie Hawkes Bay Branch Delegate
TBA Dunedin Delegate

For those of you that don’t know me, I am a little bit cheeky, like to get stuck in and 
get things sorted early.  I own nearly 4 road going Daimlers (Century, Regency (getting 
closer I am told), 104 and a V8) plus parted out a few Conquests and V8s that have been 
beyond saving.  I also have 3 Volvos (ok one is meant to be my son’s) and don’t need to 
renounce the right to drive them.

I survived my first Exec meeting as president, with the decision to continue with 
2019 AGM ‘Operation Christchurch’, instating a one off travel subsidy for North Island 
members of $100 per single or joint members to encourage people to travel to the other 
island.  Our aim is to encourage some of the Spares Club and Daimler Enthusiasts Club to 
join us for the event and the club.

While we understand that not all will want to drive their Daimlers, we would love 
to see them there.  This will be organised by the National Exec team and a few other 
volunteers, any Canterbury members wanting to assist, please give myself a call or email

Most importantly get involved with your branch and start saving for a South Island 
trip in 2019, you have 1 year, so $2–3 per day will have you $700–$1000.

Martin

From the Driver’s Seat ...
A Message from your National President
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2018 Mini Rally and AGM
After visiting Thames as a club a couple of years prior, we knew that we could organise a 
successful rally, based on the heritage alone.  The only down side was we couldn’t be all 
at the same motels, as this is successful for people to mix and have a drink or two without 
the need for driving.  Thames however is only 5 mins drive from most of the motels to 
the main venues that we based the rally around.

When organising the event, I knew that other events usually happened and a 
juggling of what we thought was a free weekend and avoiding peoples commitments, 
Easter, school holidays and Anzac Day, we found out a few months out that a Country 
Music festival was being held at the diner and also Beach Hop at Whangamata.  But you 
will have noticed that as soon as we booked the date we recommended people book 
accommodation early due to clashes.

On the Friday night driving down from 
Auckland the traffic and rain was heavy 
and not looking good for the weekend.  
As we got closer to Thames, both cleared.  
We started the night at Grahamstown 
Diner and Bistro, with the invite to stay for 
the Willie Nelson show.  Nearly everyone 
turned up (a few more than we expected, 
but all fitted in), and enjoyed a catch up, 
with our new Sherriff making a few notes 
of misdemeanours.  That night it rained 
again, and my worried face came out, a 
70 minute drive to Driving Creek Railway 
plus the trains are open.  But waking in the 

morning it was fine and a stunning day 
was on display for the coast road north 
only bad spots are the road works from 
the recent storms.  A nervous moment as 
we stopped at one and google maps said 
we had 55 mins still to go after driving 
50 mins hmmm, no coverage and soon 
we were back in coverage and 17 mins 
to go (people may have noticed that 
the accelerator went down on), driving 
through Coromandel Town, we drove onto 
DCR and parked up and made our way to 
train.  The return ride is approx. 75 mins 

Getting up to Speed ...
A Word from your National Secretary

2018 April-May\(rally) AGM time.

The view from Snake No.3 at Driving Creek.
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with a stop at Eyeful Tower, overlooking Coromandel and back to Auckland.
Next stop was the Admiral Arms, where the lunch booking was for 12, but food came 

out at 1240, making us late for the AGM, but the Daimlers where drawing much attention 
from tourists as they were lined up across the road.  The AGM covered the important bits 
(yes financial, yes all positions filled, a changing of the guard) and a discussion on the 
2019 AGM location, as previously discussed we said 2019 Christchurch based on getting 
closer ties with the Spares and Daimler Enthusiasts Club, concerns of costs for travel were 
raised.  As the next event was back at Thames at 315, we had to wrap up and left about 
15 mins late, but at least the road works had stopped for the day, but we did come across 
a stop where a car had driven into a cliff.

On to Gold Experience and arriving a little late the National Exec members did the first 
tour underground and left the other members behind to fill in until dinner.  The National 

Exec meeting took about an hour, and set 
up a special one off rebate of North Island 
members heading south to Christchurch 
to assist with either the driving/ferry or 
flying costs to Christchurch.  It would be 
good to see as many Daimlers as possible 
to be in attendance, but time will be a 
factor for some.

We finished the night off with Dinner at 
Bella Street Pump house, built mid 1880’s 
to drain the gold mine up to 1000 feet 
deep of water.

A special thanks to the Auckland 
Committee that have been working on this 
for the last year, Karl from Grahamstown 
Bistro and Diner, Admiral Arms, Driving 
Creek Railway, Goldmine Experience and 
Merv from Bella Street Pump house for all 
catering to our needs and meeting us long 
before they usually open on the weekend 
and stayed until we finished.  I had warned 
him we were going to use the carpark at 
8am.

Also thank you Sandra Grace, for being 
sheriff, and raising $67 that we will be donating to Fred Hollows Foundation.  Thanks to 
John Penman for offering up a few prizes for our quiz.  Thelma once again delivered an 
amazing cake and I think we will be taking the left overs to our branch AGM.  Without 
the support of the members supplying their time and attending it wouldn’t be a success.

Overall we made a small profit, hopefully the smiles were happy ones and everyone 
is looking forward to catching up again next year.

Wayne Duncan

Depiction of work in the Gold Mines. Today Health 
& Safety would have a hissy fit!

We gather at Bella St. Pumphouse.
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Auckland-Waikato BoP Amblings
Water Doings at Ellerslie
Jaffers must be very wary of water, and so they should be with so much rain falling in the 
last two months.  Not so for five intrepid Auckland Daimler Club members who turned 
braving their cars to the elements.

The Public were wise enough to arrive in the morning and escaped most of it, 
showing up in fair numbers allowing for the day.  Around Lunch time the rain changed 
gear from a persistent drizzle to a waterfall, the ground already saturated assisted many 
small puddles to converge into a persistent stream which flowed gently over my toes 
while talking to my friends in the Jowett Club tent.  All ground dwelling items were 
quickly removed to higher ground, car talk being momentarily halted, continued as 
before.  Martin’s Pavilion sagging under the weight of water finally succumbed to the 
high winds, braking its leg and was quietly put out of its misery.

The Central Facilities Building provided a haven from the watery goings on outside 
and a chance to look at the books and cars on display.  Waimak Classic Cars had on 
their stand a 1934 Bugatti type 57, TR4 and an E type Jaguar, no prices mentioned, a bit 
ominous that.

I continued on my rounds of the Alvis, Austin Healey and Triumph tents, discussing 
the merits and weaknesses of the various Marques, I think the Lotus will be looking for 
a new home.

Gratefully I accepted Martin’s offer to display his Conquest, experiencing the joys of 
a pre selecting gearbox.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Hawkes Bay Happenings
The HB Branch held its AGM on the 4th March at the outgoing President, Vaughan 
Cooper’s home which is set in a beautiful rural setting just outside Havelock North.  The 
weather was great, as was the BBQ lunch and camaraderie.
At the AGM the following Officers and Committee were elected:-

President: Colin Campbell
Secretary: Robyn Boyce
Treasurer: Peter Mackie
Club Captain: Robyn Boyce
Patron: Maurice Jolly
Committee: Vaughan Cooper, Mike Boyce, Margaret Duncan, Shane Clements.

Robyn Boyce, H.B. Club Captain

Round the Bazaars ...
Daimlers on the Run
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Manawatu Meanderings
Wellington British Car day
We had just a small turnout of members make the trip to Wellington for this event.  The 
weather no doubt had a bearing on this, it was an overcast day, the rain arriving in the 
form of a light drizzle by early afternoon.  There was still a good turnout of cars, this year 
European marques were included as well.  Several Ferraris arrived in the morning but 
scampered as soon as rain threatened!  It was all over by 3 o’clock, time to pack up and 
head for home.  Thanks Aubrey, for transporting the trailer load of PA gear for me.

Manawatu Branch AGM
We once again had a lovely day for our Branch AGM.  This was held outside in the sunshine 
at President Pauline’s lovely gardens.  The meeting saw no change to our office bearers, 
we welcomed new member Glendys Bird to our committee.  Several suggestions for 
events were put forward to be followed up on.  Trophies were awarded as follows:

Attendance Laurence & Vivienne Ferguson.
Best presented car Peter Whitton.
Points Trophy Charmayne Whitton.
Most improved car Mike King.
Zillwood Trophy Hilton Zachan.

We had a great line-up of Daimlers this year, made a great photo, see centrefold.

Eketahuna Escapade
We had 10 members attend our mid-week outing on March 13th to the little Wairarapa 
town of Eketahuna.  After negotiating the Pahiatua track, we stopped briefly at the 
memorial to the Polish children who were encamped at Pahiatua during the 2nd World War.  
Then, on down the road to Eketahuna’s “Lazy Graze” cafe for a delicious lunch.  We had 

organised a special visit to the refurbished 
Mellemskov Museum, as featured on 
TV recently.  The ladies in charge took a 
liking to our cars (who wouldn’t!), and had 
them pose for a picture, which is now on 
their Facebook page!  We were given a 
guided tour outlining the history of the 
district.  We also had a demo with a wind 
up gramaphone playing old shellac 78rpm 
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records.  What amazing 
volume from a purely acoustic 
machine!  From here, it was 
back to the antique shop 
alongside the Lazy Graze for 
some more reminiscing, even 
a few purchases made.  A 
most successful day, enjoyed 
by all those present.  We must 
do it again sometime.

Mike King
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Otago Outings
Rally to Ophir 18th February
This was a great drive starting from Dunedin north on State Highway One to Palmerston 
then through the Pig Root on Highway 85 through to Ophir on a bright sunny day.  It 
seemed a lot further to get there than I expected but we were rewarded with excellent 
lunches at Pitchies Restaurant.  Slowly all the cars arrived and the numbers at the 
reserved table grew and grew.  Lots of happy chatter took place and we were pleased to 
have the family of Ken Walmsley and also Elizabeth Harrex join us.

After lunch a few of us went on to Ernest Hayes Engineering Museum site at Oturehua, 
where we spent quite a few minutes looking over the workshops and the fascinating 
homestead, with all its modern conveniences, some not even privy to the rest of the 
world.  Most of the members got home safely and happy but Murphy’s Law prevailed on 
a few and wasn’t kind and punctures and breakdowns happened.  We hope it will not 
put them off future rallies.

Dianne Henderson

MARRIAGE/MARIJUANA
For those who haven’t heard, Washington State just passed both laws – gay marriage and 
legalised marijuana.
 The fact that gay marriage and marijuana were legalised on the same day makes perfect 
biblical sense because Leviticus 20:13 says, “If a man lies with another man they should be 
stoned.”   We just hadn’t interpreted it correctly before!
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Timelines Copies of full articles can be scanned, emailed or posted on request.

April 1978
The Development of the SP250 & V8 Engines
This article which will appear over the next few issues, is reprinted from The Driving Member, 
the official magazine of The Daimler & Lanchester Owners Club of Great Britain.  Our thanks 
to Michael Riley, the author, and to Barry Thorne, for granting us permission to reproduce it in 
our magazine.
(Continued from February–March 2018 issue)
One scheme that someone with a hangover dreamt up was an adaptation of the Austin 
Westminster system.  This has a 3 speed column change gearbox and an overdrive actuated 
by pulling a toggle handle on the dash.  This engages the overdrive by bowden cable.  The 
Daimler scheme appeared to be to attach the cable to the bottom of the gear lever and as 
you pulled the lever back into top gear position the overdrive was automatically selected!  
The layout is slightly unusual in another aspect in that there was a proper gear lever gate and 
presumably this was to ensure that the lever pulled the cable in the right direction.  Like all 
owners of a particular model of car, I like to feel that mine is a good car to own but I must admit 
that dropping this idea was undoubtedly a wise move!

Eventually they settled on a crib of the TR3 box but with sufficient differences to make it 
impossible to easily interchange the two.  The biggest problem is probably that the starter 
motor pocket is on the left on the Daimler and on the right on the Triumph.  One reason that 
had occurred to me for this is that in l.h.d. form for which the car was primarily intended, the 
starter and steering column are both well clear of the oil filter and filter changes are easy.  On 
an r.h.d. car the steering column passes close to the filter bowl and unless you have the knack, 
filter changing is an absolute chore.  This of course explains why some people have a lot of 
engine bearing trouble as previous owners or their garages have neglected the filter changes 
and allowed dirt in the oil to score the bearings.

One of the other obvious differences between the SP and TR boxes is the selector 
assembly.  They look so similar but the Daimler one is a bit longer to bring the lever further 
back.  Fortunately if it is possible to use TR bits to fit the overdrive that the factory offered but 
never supplied.

One of the good points about the box is the choice of ratios and this probably was 
influenced by the motorcycle background.  The ratios are very close and very well matched to 
the engine which is more than can be said for the poor Healey.  This seems to be something 
of a blind spot with B.M.C. as until very recently the MGB also had the big gap between 2nd 
and 3rd.  For saloons this might be excused on the olf Talbot ploy of calling 1st “emergency 
low” and expecting drivers to start in the synchronised 2nd gear.  However for a sports car I 
really feel this is not acceptable.

Daimler obviously did learn something from their tests as the gearbox was strengthened 
in various places compared with the TR, including one modification that Triumph themselves 

Timelines ...
Our club history from 5 decades of 
magazines ...
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adopted for the TR4!  Quite a few of the internal bits and pieces from the TR3 will fit the SP box 
and some of these parts, e.g. the synchro rings are the same for the whole range of bigger 
Triumphs.  The only snag with this is that the part numbers have tended to get changed if the 
part is in current usage on a model such as the 2000, and of course the price has also been 
well and truly kept up to date.  There is also the snag that the bits that tend to wear are the 
ones that have been redesigned, not surprisingly and are no longer available.  Murphy’s First 
Law again!

The steering gear as another offering from a specialist supplier and is again a unique 
assembly of standard parts.  Some bits are identical to the TR3 and even to humble cars such 
as the Morris Oxford.  Perhaps in an attempt to keep the engine compartment clear but not 
get too close to the road, Daimlers turned the steering box upside down!  The shaft that 
carries the drag link comes out of the top of the steering box whereas on almost all other cars 
it comes out of the bottom!  On the other side is an Alford & Adler special idler assembly which 
unfortunately for SP owners is not the same as the TR3.  Curses!  All the ball joints are common 
to the two cars but because of the wider track on the Daimler the track rods are longer.

There are all sorts of other bits and pieces that also appear on other cars.  The external 
door handles are the same as an Auntie Rover or a Reliant 3 wheeler.  If you ever see a Daimler 
owner creeping furtively into the local 3 wheeler specialist its door handles he wants, not a 
part-exchange.  The window winder handles are the same as a Triumph Mayflower but since 
parts for those are as common as rocking-horse droppings this is not really any great help.

An owner of several older Daimlers has seen an SP engine in pieces and remarked how 
similar in many ways it was to the older types.  This is of course quite reasonable as the same 
designers and craftsmen were responsible for a whole range of cars.  Despite the occasional 
crudity that one seems to find on any car of any make and nationality, on the whole the 
Daimlers are quite well designed and built.  I think they can’t help remembering that they are 
one of the very few car companies from the last century that still exists and that they do have a 
tradition to maintain.  Even the new limousine which is supposed to be all Jaguar parts has an 
instant family resemblance to some of the Hooper bodied cars of 15 years before.  Somehow, 
a ghostly hand seems to guide the designers’ pencils!

Whatever the merits or otherwise of the car as a whole the SP engine was a boon to the 
special builders.  As for the car I feel, having driven several on different types of tyres that the 
original RS5 covers have a lot to do with the problem.  One must not be too beastly to Dunlop 
as when the SP first appeared the M1 had just been opened and there were no speed limits 
on the motorways.  Oh, blessed memory!  The slightest suggestion of a downhill, a following 
wind or a brave driver (because the engine would be slightly over the recommended revs) 
would give a speed of 130 mph and in those days the high speed crossply tyre was all that 
was available.

The official special was the MkII Jaguar body with the Daimler engine.  Although it was 
originally designed as a sports engine, it was so flexible that with no changes in the valve 
timing, compression, etc., it could be used in an automatic transmission saloon.  Unfortunately, 
as the factory themselves admitted in the later models where it was altered, the axle ratio 
was too low and the car was not as mean on petrol as it might have been and it was possible 
to over-rev the engine.  One or two of the Custom Car brigade have put the engine in such 
diverse cars as a Riley 1.5 or a Mk1 Cortina but some of the other ideas are· rather better.  Before 
either factory offered their own 8 cylinder model, the Daimler engine had appeared in a Rover 
2000 and a Morgan Plus-4.  I gather that with the Moggy the chief problem, especially in the 
wet was to stop the tail from catching up the front!  One potentially nice car is an AC Aceca 
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with the Daimler engine.  It gives about the same power as the Bristol 2-litre in well tuned 
form but is much more flexible and probably more economical.  The Bristol is a superb engine 
when all is well but if it has been bodged or badly driven the spares are very, very expensive.  
On the other hand you can get all the bits for all Bristol models back to 1947; I can’t help 
wishing that some more modern cars had the same service even if it did cost a bit.

The SP engine also raced on land and water.  The 1963 hill-climb champion, Peter 
Westbury, drove a Daimler engined special and several speedboat records were taken using 
Daimler engines.  This was nothing new as there had been Daimler engined record breaking 
boats as far back as 1905.  The factory took the marine version quite seriously and the very 
low fuel consumption must have been a plus point.  There is a whole series of drawings of 
mods. for marine use, e.g. adaptors for the reduction gearbox to drive a propeller.  Although 
rather expensive, an epicyclic gearbox is ideal for this; I wonder if an SP ever got coupled to an 
epicyclic on water.  It never did on land as far as is known.

The SP engines big brother was rather overshadowed, partly by the Jaguar takeover.  This 
was in some ways an even more amazing piece of kit but as it normally was used on dignified 
looking large saloons and limos, no one in the sporting world realised what was happening.  
Daimler took their 3.8 litre straight 6 Majestic saloon and lengthened the boot 6 inches.  At the 
front the lighter 4.6 litre V8 engine giving 220 instead of 147 BHP was substituted.  Previously 
the car had been good for just over 100 mph but how it would whistle up to over 120 with 
acceleration times within fractions of a second the same as the SP.  Since it weighed 37 cwt 
in saloon form it was a good job there were large servo disc brakes on all wheels!  Partly by 
luck and partly by design the handling and road holding were also excellent and provided 
there were no tycoons in the back some amazing point-to-point average speeds were 
possible.  Automatic transmission only was available and provided you didn’t go mad with the 
intermediate hold 23 mpg was possible on a run.

I reckon that Jaguar were a bit peeved that the Majestic Major as the V8 was called could 
see off the Mk10 because an XJ8 would have been a superb car.  The V8 develops a lot of 
torque at low revs which is why it was better with automatic transmission than the Jaguar 
6 cylinder engine.  On the other hand, unlike most American production V8’s that get their 
hydraulic tappets all thrashed up at about 4750 rpm, the Majestic Major, like its baby brother, 
has a recommended rev. limit of 6000 rpm.  I am sure that an XJ8 would have been a better 
bet than the early XJ12 which among other things had terrible constipation in its carburetters. I 
gather that the fuel injected version has cured this; let’s hope Bosch is more reliable than some 
of the Lucas/Triumph installations.  The factory prepared marine layouts for the big V8 as well, 
but whether or not any were installed is not known.  I reckon they would have made the boat 
stand on its propeller!

The big engine also went racing.  The connecting rods were used in the Repco Brabham 
that won the World Championship in 1966 and 67 simply because they were the right size and 
saved making special rods.  The answer to the obvious question is “yes”, the big engine will 
go in the SP car.  It is about 4 inches bigger all round and only a little heavier, and provided 
you can find a gearbox that will cope, you have a tremendous car.  Quite how fast no owner 
to whom I have spoken will say.  One enterprising SP owner has bought a Majestic Major and 
is fitting his own design of 4/5 seat tourer body.  This should cut the weight to about 30 cwt, 
which should be interesting.

So there you are, what started as a discussion on common parts seems to have been a bit 
of a history lesson as well.  If you like, and the Editor is really desperate for articles, I’ll have a go 
at writing some more for you sometime.
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May 1978
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April 1988
Overhauling Daimler V8 Callipers
By Gordon Somerville

As V8 saloons grow older, the brakes became a problem as well as being expensive to overhaul.  
It has always been the recommendation of brake specialists that you should change the brake 
fluid every 12 months or so but few owners do this so you pay the penalty with corroded and 
rusted cylinders.  The most common complaint is brake fluid leaking from the wheel cylinders 
so for members who have workshop facilities and wish to overhaul their braking system we 
will give a few details.

Firstly all V8 saloons have 2 and 1/8 inch diameter front cylinders and 1 and ½ inch rear 
cylinders.  If on dismantling you find larger cylinders on the rear it is due to a previous owner 
fitting ones from an E-Type or a Jaguar Mk 9 or 10.  This is not recommended as the rear 
brakes could lock and the car spin on a wet road.  Also if one calliper has two different sizes 
the disc can break away again with serious results.  Another point to remember is that the 
brake pads never wear down to less than ¼ of an inch in thickness so by just looking at the 
pads you may think you have plenty of wear left.  If they are down to ¼ inch they must be 
replaced.

Removal of the cylinders from the calliper is fairly straight forward but take note of 
which way the bridge pipes fit.  The holding bolts may be tight so a good 3/8” AF socket 
will prevent rounding of the heads.  When removed use a stiff wire brush to clean off 
rust and scale and methylated spirits to remove brake fluid.  The pistons now have to be 
ejected from the cylinders and the easiest way is to put the cylinder in a vice and with two 
large screwdrivers lever the piston out as squarely as possible.  The inside of the cylinder 
can now be examined for rust damage and pitting which if deep will mean replacement 
with re-sleeved cylinders.

Your Spares Division sells these cylinders on an exchange basis and we are fortunate in 
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that we have a member with excellent workshop facilities who re-sleeves them for us, thus 
enabling the cost to be kept down.  Complete with a seal kit they are $75 per cylinder and 
we always have a full set in stock so minimising any delay.  Your corroded cylinders must 
be returned at time of ordering so we can have them sleeved ready for the next member 
who requires them.  We also have exchange re-sleeved master cylinders complete with kit 
for $75.

New seals should be soaked in brake fluid prior to fitting.  First stretch the dust cover over 
the piston and then carefully stretch the main seal onto the piston.  Then lubricate the cylinder 
with brake fluid before pushing the piston back in by hand taking care not to damage the 
edge of the seal.  Refit the cylinders to the calliper body, the bridge pipes making sure they do 
not foul the inside of the wheels and the bleeder valves and ball bearings.

Now is also the time to check the brake hoses, particularly the front ones for perishing 
or signs of cracks and chafing.  If in doubt renew as they are readily available from the spares 
dept., at $40 each plus GST.  The brake pads should also be renewed and at present they are 
on special at $30 per set of four pads.

Finally bleed the brakes starting at the left rear, then right rear, left front and right front.  If 
you are changing to Silicone brake fluid and this is a good time particularly if you intend to 
keep the car for some years, you should flush out all the metal pipes with methylated spirits 
or alternatively you can replace all the metal pipes with copper ones supplied as a set in the 
Automec kit available from spares at $125 plus GST.

May 1988
Classic Cars & Crack Checking
By Les Sircombe

I guess a lot of members cars have done well over the 100,000 mile mark now and unless every 
part has been renewed with new items, there will exist some parts that will have metal fatigue.

How do we know when fatigue has started?  Usually when bits break off!  Well there are 
ways in which the average D.I.Y. person can test items to tell if they are cracked.  This method 
of crack detection is a very old one but is quite adequate.

METHOD:  Suspend the suspect item on a piece of string, cord or whatever, rap the item with 
a small hammer.  A sound item will give off a clear ring.  A cracked item will probably just go 
‘thunk’!  The item must be disassembled and fairly clean.  This method is good for just about 
anything.

Sane of the items which I have tested include:  Brake discs, drums, steering/drop arms, axle 
stubs and shafts, cam shafts, crankshafts, fan blades, crown wheel and pinions, gearbox shafts 
and gears, rods and pistons.

Pistons?  Yes, just hang on a string and hope they ring.
Don’t be surprised if a lot of your V8 saloon pistons turn out to re cracked.  It’s caused by 

metal fatigue, accelerated by excess heat.  So keep an eye on the temp and drive gently when 
cold.

Crankshafts can be stood up on a piece of wood and a web taped to make it ring.  If in 
doubt as to what a good one sounds like, try comparing with another.

If you can’t be bothered with all the string and hammer bit, or want a second opinion, 
there will usually be a firm that will oblige.  Sometimes even the engineer at the local Aero 
Club will have enough knowledge.

If you are really stuck or want to know more, contact me.
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Richard Bennett’s Conquest, see 
Marketplace.

At the Bella St. Pumphouse prior to 
departure to Coromandel.

Michael Florence’s engine bay is a 
magnificent sight to behold.

Members take in the view at the EyeFull 
Tower, Driving Creek Railway.

Daimlers at Hawkes Bay AGM. Manawatu cars at Branch AGM.



April – May 2018  15April – May 2018  15

Thelma & Winston cut the cake! Sherriff, Sandra Grace took us all by 
surprise!

Sandra & Martin added to the fun at the 
Pumphouse dinner.

The Rademaker’s depart, attired for the 
occasion!

The lineup from the balcany at the Admiral 
Arms.

Another of Thelma’s marvelous rally cakes.
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April 1998
Car Buyers Guide to Advertising Messages
If you’re buying a used car (not necessarily a Daimler) better check out the real meanings 
behind the rhetoric in those classified advertisements.

Here is a help guide
Sacrifice. The car was once set on fire.
No dents, rust, or dings. Car plain and simple does not run.
Runs like a top. Wobbles when coming to a stop.
New alternator, starter. Must be British with Lucas parts.
New clutch, tyres, brakes. It now needs a new engine.
New engine. It needs new clutch, tyres and brakes.
Runs great. It often starts.
Runs good. It sometime starts.
Runs. It has been known to start.
Classic. No replacement parts are available.
Rare. No one even bought the car when new.
One owner. The owner has been unable to sell the car.
Low maintenance. It has never had an oil change.
Low miles. Hasn’t been able to be driven in 10 years.
Mint. There are a lot of life savers under the seats.
Cherry. There are a lot of cough drops under the seats.
All original. Nothing has been fixed or replaced.

Originally printed in the Detroit News

May 1998
New members were James and Alison Challies and Ted and Ngaire Duffill of Hawkes Bay.

Curing Head Gasket Problems
By John Routen, Product Engineer
Automotive Components NZ Ltd

Insufficient damp load is the cause of many head gasket problems.  If the gasket is not tightly 
damped between the head and the block, combustion gases and engine fluids can leak past 
the gasket.
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The key to sufficient damp load, is to have adequately stretched head bolts or head studs.  
Proper clamp load will not be reached if head bolt assemblies (or stud/nut assemblies) have 
too much friction.  This is because torque wrench readings will reach specification before 
adequate bolt stretch has been achieved.  Clamp load normally declines moderately over time 
as the head gasket “relaxes” and bolt stretch is reduced.  We measure this as “torque loss” of 
the bolts.  Clamp load can decline excessively due to extreme engine temperature, excessive 
head motion or detonation.

For proper installation:
• Use hardened washers under bolt heads (or nuts) to prevent galling of the cylinder head 

and to reduce friction.
• Tighten head bolts (or nuts) with a smooth motion.  Any sudden or jerky movement of the 

torque wrench gives false readings, resulting in damp loads as much as 20% below normal.
• Follow the recommended torque pattern and tighten bolts or nuts in at least three steps, 

up to the specified torque.
• Fastener torque specifications are for lightly lubricated bolts.  Oiling both the threads and 

between the bolt head and washer is most important too.  Use any engine oil or light oil.  
EP Grease is not recommended.

• Remember that excessive torque can strip the threads, break the fastener or permanently 
warp the engine block or head.

It is very important to work in an area that is exceptionally clean.  Din on the surface of the 
engine block, the cylinder head or the head gasket will cause problems by sinking further into 
the gasket during service.  This will later cause loss of clamping load on the gasket.

Cylinder head and engine block surfaces should be checked for distortion using a straight-
edge.  Only 0.002” surface distortion across and 0.006” along the surface is acceptable.  These 
figures are not for each surface but total for both faces.  If in doubt get the surfaces skimmed 
by an engine reconditioner.  Don’t try to use excessive torque to make up for warp or defective 
surfaces – it won’t work!

Learning to “read” a used head gasket can help you solve some problems and prevent 
others before they happen.  A plug light with a magnifier is an ideal tool for close examination 
of the gasket.

Examine the gasket bore binders (that fit around the cylinder bores) for carbon tracks 
which would indicate combustion leakage.

Look for signs of seepage around the coolant holes.  A gasket which was sealing properly will 
have distinct impressions of the head and block castings around coolant holes.  If impressions 
are not distinct, or if the gasket material has been washed away, there was probably a coolant 
leak due to inadequate clamp load.

The main indication of a cylinder head gasket problem is usually water in the oil and/or oil 
in the water.  The oil goes slushy and whitish a d the oil floats with an oil slick on the radiator 
coolant.  Bubbles in the radiator is another symptom.

Water out of the exhaust is not a significant indicator.  Water is naturally present after 
combustion has taken place.  When the engine is cold water may be seen streaming out the 
exhaust.  When the engine is hot the exhaust usually emits the water as vapour instead of 
condensing it.

The old copper-asbestos type of gasket has now been superseded by more reliable 
materials.  The main reasons are the limited supplies of these resources, and therefore higher 
costs of the raw material.  Also the health hazards associated with the use and manufacture 
of asbestos.

The modern materials now used in the construction of head gaskets are mixed fibres such 
as glass fibre and cellulose fibre and organic fibre.  Clays, minerals and other such bases are 
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used to bind materials.  The day-based composite materials form the basis of Monotorque 
gaskets.  The lack of thermal and mechanical relaxation with this material allows the gasket to 
be fitted and not retorqued again after the usual 500 to 800 kms service.

Graphite is also another excellent material for cylinder head gaskets.  It withstands extreme 
temperatures and also exhibits minimum relaxation after assembly.

Multi-layered steel gaskets are made from 4 or more laminates of steel.  A coat of plastic-
based paint covers the top and bottom surface on many of these gaskets.  This coating melts 
and acts like a varnish when the engine warms up to micro-seal the gasket.  This type of gasket 
is extremely strong and mainly used on diesels.  Some petrol engines are now fitted with this 
type of gasket due to the very high demands placed on modern engines.  The finish of both 
head and block surfaces has to be extremely smooth for this type of gasket, almost as smooth 
as glass.

Modern gaskets do not require any gasket cement or silicon.  There are very sophisticated 
varnishes and lacquers now developed which melt once the engine is warm.  The surface 
asperities are filled on both the macro level by the gasket material and then on the micro level 
by the varnish-like coating.

With many gaskets the addition of a sealant by the mechanic would cause failure due to 
the extra relaxation of the added sealant.

Many modern gaskets, like the Monotorque 2000 gasket, have a silicon bead around areas 
that require extra clamping load.  Such areas are water-way or oil-way holes.  The gasket 
designer can concentrate or increase the clamping load around these areas simply by making 
it thicker with the silicon beading.

April–May 2008
Arie and Els DeKort of Paraparaumu joined the club, they still have their Daimler Conquest.

Aluminium Alloy Heads
(From the DLOCNZ July 1971)

Many Daimlers, from the Special Sports onwards, are fitted with Alloy Heads, and due to the 
harshness of the water in some areas are prone to corrosion.  Proper service is the obvious 
answer and Electrolysis may be prevented by the addition of Zinc or Magnesium strips to the 
cooling system.  Also some “Antifreeze” products such as Smiths “Bluecol” and a similar Castrol 
product give excellent anti-corrosive protection.  However, should a head be found to have 
corroded, it is INADVISABLE to have it ground as this will, in most cases, result in the loss of 
valuable metal around the water-ways and further enlargement of already corrosion-enlarged 
areas.  Furthermore, reduction head height upsets tensioning, and increased compression 
upsets the balance and idling of the engine.

The recommended repair is as follows:
The corroded areas should be cleaned as well as possible and filled with the same type alloy as 
the head.  A similar unusable head or water-heated inlet manifold provide an excellent repair 
material when molten and impurities are removed by pushing a “de-gassing” tablet to the 
bottom of the molten alloy.  Impurities will rise to the surface enabling them to be skimmed off.

Prior to filling in holes, the head must be free of all steel studs, brass fittings areas should 
then be filled, allowing the molten alloy to fuse into the existing met etc., and then pre-heated 
to the temperature at which it will ignite straw.  The corroded areas should then be filled, 
allowing the molten alloy to fuse into the existing metal.  Flux must not be used since it will 
allow corrosion to occur in the “weld” between the old and new metals.

Next, roughly grind the “run-in” metal to approximately level with the surface of the head 
and with the aid of a new head gasket, trace out the positions of the waterways.  Drill out to 
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original specifications and level off by filing crosswise with a fairly coarse file, taking care not 
to damage the surrounding area.

Prior to refitting repaired head, the surface of the engine block must be free of warping, 
high and low spots and stretched areas around the stud holes, caused by frequently blown 
head gaskets.

Procedure
Remove head studs, level pistons and pack cylinders with cotton waste.  Using an old 

piston ring as a template, cut out six pieces of cardboard and push down on top of cotton 
waste.  Also pack push rod holes to prevent cutting materials and metal falling into engine.

Using coarse emery cloth with a toolmaker facing plate (a 5/16” piece of plate glass will do 
a good job also) grind the surface of the block, working back and forward entire length, in a 
semi-circular motion.  The high and low spots will soon become apparent.  Continue grinding 
until an evenly clean surface is obtained.  This method preferred to machine grinding since the 
latter method is carried out under high pre resulting in worn bearings in the machinery, and 
consequently “surging” occurs approximately every 4”.  Should these surges appear over the 
partition between cylinders, blown head gaskets result.  The same situation results in machine 
ground heads.

Replace studs.  Having ascertained that the block is completely level, check the head for 
any warping that may have been caused by the heating and welding.  Refit head on to block 
(without gasket) and sight along between block and head.  Should only the centre of head 
rest on block (when either or both ends have lifted up) pack an equal number of washers on 
the four central studs between block and head and pull down equally on both ends until level.  
Similarly, if centre of head has warped away from the block, pack ends of head and pull down 
on centre studs until re levelled.  When level, the block should then be hand-ground to remove 
high spots was the block.  Once again machine grinding is not recommended, since it usually 
grinds off more one end than the other, producing varying compression figures between 1 
and 6 cylinders.

Unless an alloy of the same hardness as the head is used in the welds, the knife edge of 
the ridge of the head gasket will not settle in evenly and with the heating and cooling of the 
engine, spider-web cracks will appear around the welds, resulting in the return of the old 
problems.

Tension alloy heads only when the engine is cold.  Re-check tension after ten miles running, 
again after 200 miles and later at any time it is considered to need re checking.

Also from the Australian Daimler Journal:
Notice to Conquest Century owners.  At about 100,000 miles, the bolts holding the crown 

wheel in differential begin to move – sometimes one snaps off and wrecks the diff.  Owners 
are recommended to remove the cover of housing the check bolts for tightness and seal well 
afterwards.

In a train from London to Manchester an American was berating the Englishman sitting 
across from him in the compartment.
 “The trouble with you English is that you are too stuffy.  You set yourselves apart too 
much.  You think your stiff upper lip makes you above the rest of us.  Look at me... I’m me!  
I have Italian blood, Greek blood, a little Irish blood and some Spanish blood.  What do you 
say to that?”
 The Englishman lowered his newspaper and replied:  “How very sporting of your 
mother!”
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Articles of Interest ...

A CHEQUERED HISTORY……..
This article was written by Michael Pringle for the “Preselector”, magazine of the Daimler 
& Lanchester Club in Victoria.  Thanks to Michael for permission to reproduce it here.

As most of us who are interested in funny old cars are also interested in their story I have 
tried to trace the history of my DJ254 New Drop Head Coupe (chassis 90515).

The Heritage Certificate obtained records the date of manufacture of 90515 as 22nd 
June 1956 and the date of despatch to Hercules Motors, Sydney as 25th June 1956.  Not 
much is known of the history of 90515 from 1956 to 1968.  What is known, although not 
the reason, is that around 1966, 90515 received a new registration number.  I have been 
unable to trace the original registration number because of ridiculous privacy laws.  I also 
know that 90515 had had very hard life.  With the odometer reading a little over 40,000 
miles when 90515 came into my ownership the state of the mechanicals, as revealed 
during restoration, indicate it had been thrashed.  I also know that it did not have any 
bullet holes in it as had been suggested to me.  The apocryphal bullet hole story arose 
from the time when 90515 was used as the get-away car in a robbery.  The following 
account is compiled from news reports – mainly Sydney Morning Herald – at the time.

On Tuesday 8th October, 1968 fifty-year-old single man, Mr Frederick Marshall was 
night-watchman at Halvorsens’ Boats, Bobbin Head, NSW.  Bobbin Head is situated on 
Cowan Creek within Ku-Ring-Gai Chase National Park that is approximately 25 km/15 
miles north of Sydney.

Just after 4.00 am, Mr Marshall believing someone was on the premises, roused the 
boatyard manager, 45-year-old Mr Cecil Quilkey, who lived above the premises with his 
wife and five children.  The police were then called.

Responding to what they thought was a routine ‘man-on-premises’ alert, 52-year-old, 
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twenty-nine year veteran NSW Police Sergeant Adam 
Schell, married with four children, and 23-year-old, 
first year Probationary Constable Richard Letchford, 
single, both stationed at nearly Pymble, attended.

On their arrival, Sgt Schell and Constable 
Letchford spoke to Mr Marshall and Mr Quilkey 
and, while Constable Letchford stayed outside, the 
other three entered the boat shed.  Mr Quilkey went 
into the office and Sgt Schell and Mr Marshall went 
further into the building.  Constable Letchford heard 
shots fired and then saw two men running from the 
building.  He pulled out his gun and arrested them.  
While Constable Letchford was holding these two 
men prisoner, two other men ran from the building.  

Constable Letchford called on them to stop but they fired several shots at him and he fired 
at least two at them, possibly wounding one of the men.  Although he was being shot at, 
he managed to hold his two prisoners.

Meanwhile, Mr Quilkey had gone further into the building and in a storeroom 
stumbled across the body of Mr Marshall who had been fatally shot once in the head.  He 
then found Sgt Schell who had been shot five times in the head and upper body with a .22 
calibre firearm fired at point blank range.  Sgt Schell was rushed to Hornsby Hospital but 
died a short time later.

When police reinforcements arrived 
they found outboard motors had been 
loaded into Mr Quilkey’s station wagon.

A saturation search was conducted in 
Ku-Ring-Gai Chase National Park – an 
area of 154 sq.km/59.5 sq. miles – but was 
called off when police were satisfied that 
the two men had left the area before they 
could mobilise the hunt.

The two men captured by Constable 
Letchford (Skinner & Heath) were aged 
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21 and 25 years and were each placed on two charges of murder.  Of the two fugitives one 
(Hughes – wounded) was described as “aged 25, 5 ft. 8 in. tall, of medium build with a 
fair complexion, blond hair, long at the back, blue eyes and thin face”; the other (Picknell) 
as “aged 26, 5 ft. 6in. tall, of medium build with light complexion, brown hair and blue 
eyes”.  The fugitives were described as “extremely dangerous” and believed to have .22 
calibre rifles.

NSW police mobilised hundreds of police and set up roadblocks throughout the State 
and police from interstate – Victoria and South Australia – were manning border areas.  
It was thought the fugitives might try and head for South Australia on back roads.

A public appeal was issued for reports of a 1956 Daimler convertible, with a red soft 
top and the registration number CRA 439 – “one of only a handful of 1956 models on the 
road”.  Police believed the fugitives would only move at night when their Daimler would 
not be too conspicuous.

The national alert produced calls regarding sightings of the men in Melbourne, Bendigo 
and Swan Hill where a woman reported seeing “two men in a Daimler convertible drive 
through the town at a fast speed about 4.30 pm yesterday (Tuesday)”.  Her description 
of the driver tallied closely with a description of one of the wanted men and the car was 

similar to a Daimler in which they escaped from the 
shooting scene.

Despite these reports police believed the fugitives 
were still in the Sydney area and within a short time 
the police obtained evidence that an hour and a half 
after the shootings at Bobbin Point the fugitives went 
to a house in the western suburbs (of Sydney) where 
one of them, clutching his midriff and apparently 
bleeding from a bullet wound, said he had been shot.  
Police believed the fugitives were without friends and 

considered too hot to handle.
At about 8.45 pm on Friday (11th) following the murders at Bobbin Head a motorist 

driving along a road in the huge Royal National Park, about 56 km/32 miles south of 
Sydney, reported sighting a white Daimler with soft top.  Police from Sutherland attended 
and sighted the car and caught a glimpse of the 
number plate prefix – CRA – the same as that of 
the car sought.  They gave chase at high speed but 
lost the car when it turned off on to a bush track.  
Police from Sydney and Wollongong then sealed 
off all roads into the park and were confident that 
they had the two fugitives trapped and that it was 
only a matter of time before they captured them.

About 1.00 am on Saturday (12th) the Daimler 
was found in the bush at Bundeena and police 
received reports that a 34 ft. cabin cruiser – white hulled with blue trimmings – “Cape 
Bank III” – had been stolen from a mooring at Bundeena.  The boat had a two-way 
radio and a range of 300 miles at 8 knots.  The police launch “Nemesis” left Sydney and 
the police launch “Fearless” left Botany Bay, both headed south to search for the stolen 
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boat in the area around the entrance to Port Hacking 
(near Bundeena).  Arrangements were also made for 
a RAAF helicopter to join the search.

Eventually the boat and the two fugitives were 
spotted about half a mile off the heads (the entranced 
to Sydney Harbour) and the men arrested at gunpoint.  
The prisoners were taken ashore at Watsons Bay, one, 
aged 25, was taken to Hornsby Hospital with a bullet 
wound in the right side of his chest.

On 15th October all four men – Hughes, Heath, 
Skinner and Picknell – were charged with robbery and murder and remanded.  On 29th 
April 1969 the trial of the four men commenced before Mr Justice Reynolds with them 
pleading not guilty.  On 7th May 1969 the four men were found guilty and sentenced to life 
imprisonment, their appeal was heard and dismissed on 9th December 1969.  All four men 
were released on licence on 29th April 1982.

The circumstantial evidence is that at the time of the robbery 90515 was owned by 
Picknell or his wife.  At some stage Mrs Picknell becomes Mrs Waldron, presumably a 
divorce and remarriage to Waldron and the car is moved to Lake George, NSW where 
it is known to have stood in a paddock under a tarp between 1970 and 1997.  At some 
time between these two dates Mrs Waldron divorces Waldron, remarries and leaves the 
property at Lake George but the car remains.

During 1997 Waldron sells the property at Lake George to his next-door neighbour.  
On 21st September 1997 there is a clearing sale at the Waldron property and one of the 
lots is 90515.  The car is also bought by the next-door neighbour and moved to the 
adjoining property where it is stored in an open fronted shed with the stated intention 
of restoration.

Sometime during this period of ownership the engine and gearbox are removed and 
separated, presumably the start of a restoration that went no further.  The car, engine 
and gearbox are also moved out of the shed and once again left to the elements.

On 9th July 2006 the car is sold again and moved to Adelaide where another restoration 
is planned.  Due to changed circumstances this restoration did not proceed either and 
on 29th March 2011 90515 comes into my ownership and is moved from Adelaide back 
to Victoria.

At the time I bought 90515 I had only 
just moved house and there were plenty 
of other distractions that prevented me 
from starting the restoration for about 
two and a half years.  I am pleased to say 
that the restoration is now nearing the end 
and I hope that 90515 will join the other 
four New Drop Head Coupe in Australia by 
returning to the road mid-2018.
ML Pringle, September 2017
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Auckland
April 15th
Auckland BOP/Waikato AGM
Auckland Members meet at Papakura Service Centre from 10:45 for 11am departure.
Waikato/BOP members meet us at Cafe Irrestiblue Monavale Cambridge from 1230.
Please email or call Martin if attending.

May 12–13th
Rotorua Weekend away – more to follow
Please email dlocauckland@yahoo.co.nz or call Martin 09-626-4868 if wishing to attend.

June 17th
Matakohe Museum – details to follow

July 15th
MidWinter – The Garden Shed  Dinner
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Hawkes Bay
April
We join with the HBBrit & Euro Club for their Timed Run Event.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Manawatu
April 8th
Wanganui Rivercity Parkup, includes Veteran, Vintage, Classic Cars, Hot Rods etc, 
Motorbikes and Boats. This promises to be an interesting day out, leave from Sanson at 
9.00.

April 11th
Wednesday. A visit to Foxton, lunch at “The Little White Rabbit” in Seabury Ave. Foxton 
Beach. Numbers would be appreciated.
This is to be followed by a visit to new Foxton Dutch Museum, “Te Awahou Nieuwe 
Stroom. Plan to be at Foxton Beach by 12 noon. 

May 6th
10am, committee meeting at Pauline’s, all welcome.

May 27th
Tui Brewery, Mangatinoka Motors brings you Tunes Under the Tower, British Car Show. 
Tui Girls, Live Music, Prizes, Lunch,Free Entry, Tours $25. Vehicle registration fee of $10. 
gates open at 10am, tours from 11.30, registrations close 12.00, prize giving 1pm, 1.30–
2.00 photos with the Tower. If we meet at the Mangatinoka School in Makuri Street, at 
10am, we can enter together. Phone me on 027-448-2752.

Hitting the Road ...
Daimler Events Diary



 26 IN NEW ZEALAND INC

OBITUARIES

It is with deep regret we inform members of Ken Walmsley’s passing on 30th January 
2018.  He was a very loyal Otago Daimler member.

He owned a 1952 Daimler DB18 Special Sports Drophead Coupe, the best in Otago.  
Our deepest sympathy to his wife Robin and Family.

Winston Wingfield
A Farwell to Laurie McKernan
Laurie was a long-time member of the Daimler Club and the ‘real 
deal’.  He served on the Auckland Committee for many years and 
was a familiar face on runs and outings.  He didn’t just love his 
Daimlers, he was a master of their mechanics and anyone who lived 
in Torbay had a regular view of Laurie tinkering under the bonnet of 
his much loved cars.  Laurie was a mentor too, initiating new owners 

into the mysteries of The Daimler!  Generous with his time and advice, Laurie will be 
much missed and remembered.

Chris Wilson

A long time Waikato member, Fred Mathis passed away earlier this year.  Fred owned 
a very nice green and silver Consort which he was driving up till the time of his death.  
He was a close friend of the late Des Cooper when he lived at Putararu.  Our sincere 
condolences to Eileen and family.

John Osborne passed away in Febuary in Kaitaia.  John and Anne ran the Jaguar & Daimler 
Heritage Trust Museum which I believe comprised some 80 cars.  John was involved with 
the Far North VCC Autospectacular each year, he would always provide me with many 
excellent photos of the event.  John had many special vehicles one of which is the ex 
Wellington mayoral Daimler LQ3-20 which he was restoring.  Our condolences to Anne 
and family.

Mike King

June 10th (Tentative date)
A visit to the Palmerston North Rescue Helicopter operation. 

July 15th
Mid Year dinner at Dannevirke Sevices & Citizens Club. Buffet meal, $30 each. Numbers 
required please.

Other proposed runs to:
Waiouru Workshops & Vehicle Museum.
Mystery run to be organised by Glendys.
Tenpin bowling
Birdsong Gardens Pohongina.
Gentle Annie, Taihape-Hastings trip.
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Editor’s Epistle ....

Welcome to our new members.
• Glendys Bird, Manawatu, drives a rare1995 Daimler 6.
• Gary & Jill Murphy, Auckland, has a recently purchased Daimler Consort.

Welcome to our new office bearers, President Martin, Secretary-Treasurer Wayne and 
Club Captain Chris.  I will continue as magazine honcho and Vice President.  I will also 
continue to process new members.

A reminder that many SUBS ARE NOW OVERDUE!!!!  Please contact Wayne or myself if 
you need to confirm your MEMBERSHIP NUMBER when paying... IMPORTANT!! 

A new book by Brian Smith “Daimler Days” Volume 3.  This is a follow up book from The 
Daimler Tradition and the 2 volume set of Daimler Days.  I can supply details on request.
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HAVE YOU PAID 
YOUR SUBS ?????

Members are welcome to use this space free of charge.
Forward details to Mike King before 10th of the month of publication.

Name Badges
These are available from Waikato BOP Branch. Cost is $21 each, contact Paul Edginton, 
pledginton@gmail.com.

Wanted
Daimler Century 1958 Fuel gauge and tank sender. Contact Joe Bruntlett in Hamilton, 
klearvue1@xtra.co.nz or phone 07 8497517.

For Sale
Daimler Conquest Roadster (DAMIE).  Exceedingly rare.  Excellent running condition.  
Price on application.  Willing to trade for Daimler Special Sport, or, Conquest Drophead 
Coupe, or, Daimler V8 Manual Overdrive with wire wheels!
Cars must be in good roadworthy condition.
Contact John on 09-408-7478, email johkeekee@gmail.com for further information.

Daimler V8. Shed stored for 15 years. Some surface rust but appears sound. 
Interior ok, needs some stitching etc. Contact Barry Bulloch in Kaitaia, 09-972-7306, 
bab@farmside.co.nz. 

Daimler Century 1957.  The vehicle is in great condition, including recent motor 
reconditioning and brakes etc replaced.  Asking price is $8500 or near offer.  Has always 
been a local car in Hawkes Bay. (Photo in centrefold)
Contact Richard Bennett, rj.jabennett@xtra.co.nz 06-836-6322 or 027-366-1117

Members’ Market ...



DAIMLER & LANCHESTER OWNERS’ CLUB    BRANCH DIRECTORY

AUCKLAND BRANCH
President Bryan Davis, 28 Shackleton Road My Eden 09 630 5172
 bg.davis@gmail.com 
Vice President Christopher Wilson, 26 Alexander Ave, Torbay 09 473 8498 
 camwilson@xtra.co.nz
 John Penman, 25A Fancourt St. Meadowbank 09 521 2011
 jandvpenman@clear.net.nz
Secretary Martin Walker, 460 Blockhouse Bay Rd 09 626 4868, 027 666 1860
 marttinwalker@xtra.co.nz
Treasurer Wayne Duncan, 44 Grotto St, Onehunga 09 555 3669
 dunczone@gmail.com
Club Captain Stephen Boyle, 29 Bannerman Road, Wesstern Springs, AK 09 846 7397
Committee Ken Walker, Owen Jonkers, Sandra Grace
National Delegate Martin Walker, marttinwalker@xtra.co.nz

WAIKATO/BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH ..... in Recess

HAWKE’S BAY BRANCH
President Colin Campbell, 1008 Reka Street, Hastings 4122 06 878 5969
Secretary/Club Captain Robyn Boyce, 3 Northwood Ave, Hastings 4120 06 878 9071
 randmboyce@xtra.co.nz
Treasurer Peter Mackie, peter.mackie@slingshot.co.nz 06 877 4766
Past President Vaughan Cooper
Patron Maurice Jolly
Committee Vaughan Cooper, Mike Boyce, Margaret Duncan, Shane Clements
National Delegate Peter Mackie

MANAWATU BRANCH
President Pauline Goodliffe, 194 Green Road, Awahuri, Palmerston North 06 323 7081
Secretary/Treasurer Ian Hodgkinson, 7 Lyndale Place, Palmerston North 06 357 2073
 hodgkinson@xtra.co.nz
Club Captain Mike King, 21 Millar Street, Palmerston North 06 357 1237
 mwking45nz@hotmail.com
Committee Des Symons, Hilton Zachan, Brian Wolfsbauer, Peter Whitton,
 Glendys Bird, Laurance Ferguson
National Delegate Mike King, mwking45nz@hotmail.com 06 357 1237

OTAGO BRANCH
President Ken Whyte, Woodlawn,145 Coast Rd, RD1 Waikouaiti 9471 03 482 2727
Secretary Dianne Henderson, 535 Palmerston-Dunback Rd, RD3,
 Palmerston 9483, dianne.guiding@gmail.com 03 465 2056
Treasurer Kaye Wingfield, 7 Pioneer Cres, Helensburgh, Dunedin 9010 03 476 2323
 wingiewk@xtra.co.nz
Club Captain Oliver Harman, 42 Thomas Street, Waikouaiti 021 0279 2325
Committee Winston Wingfield
Past President Geoffrey Anderson
National Delegate Winston Wingfield, wingiewk@xtra.co.nz




