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Attention All Club Members
A thoughtful Treat for your Daimler Enthusiast!

We have supplies of “D” Key Rings and our Daimler & Lanchester Owners Club in N.Z. 
Custom Grille or Bumper Badge.

As you will see from the photo the Badge has been reproduced using our original Die but 
cast in a lighter Alloy (originally Brass), with a Chrome and Blue Enamelled Centre section 
as opposed to the earlier Resin insert.

The unit cost, including postage is
• $6.60 for the Key Ring 
• $55.00 for the Grille/Bumper Badge.

Please forward your requirements and cheque to:-
DLOC in NZ 
Peter Mackie
PO Box 8446
Havelock North 4157
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Hello members

Another year has nearly passed and hopefully it has been a memorable one for all the 
right reasons.  For me lots of exciting experiences with the highlight being the six weeks 
spent travelling to the UK and Europe.  Eight days were spent on a river boat cruise on 
the river Danube starting at Budapest in Hungary and finishing in Nuremburg Germany.  
Thoroughly enjoyable and highly recommended.  Every day we stopped at various 
cities along the river and were shown highlights via organised tours which lasted half 
a day and the remaining time we had free time to do as we pleased.  In Regensburg 
Germany, we had a day excursion to a BMW car assembly plant, a huge modern complex 
employing 9000 staff and producing 350,000 cars a year.  The tour through the plant 
lasted over two hours and we were shown all the stages of a BMW assembly.  At the 
start of the process, the body shop, 80% of the assembly was performed, by robots with 
people doing other bits and pieces.  In the body paint shop almost a 100% of the work 
is carried out by robots, then to the final assembly where the body and the engine and 
transmission come together only 20% of the work is performed by robots.  The robots 
are fascinating to watch and if you were to play music the robots would look like they 
were dancing.  Staff get around the plant on bicycles, and everything around the plant is 
clean and tidy and in its place.  Quite a different environment to the assembly plants that 
were in New Zealand in the 1970’s and 1980’s when I worked in the industry.

I always take the opportunity when in England to buy those hard to get parts for my 
various restoration projects and this trip was no exception.  I managed to squeeze into 
my bags about 20kg’s of rubber components such as grommets, door and window seals, 
I now just need to find the time to get back onto the projects.

In November, your executive committee (Dave Patten, Martin Walker, Rod Mason, 
Peter Mackie, Mike King, Winston Wingfield) and guest Wayne Duncan met via 
teleconference to deal with the business of the club including the ratification of seven 
new members, receiving the Treasurer’s and branch reports and a progress on the 2017 
AGM & Rally to be held in Tauranga.  Our club is in good shape but we all need to keep 
working to build up the membership and to keep growing.

I’m looking forward to the 2017 AGM and Rally, I have booked accommodation and 
registration; it will be great fun.  Book yours now to avoid disappointment.

Best wishes to you all for the festive season.
Dave Patten

From the Driver’s Seat ...
A Message from your National President
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Greetings to all Daimler members.  Our thoughts go out to all who have experienced 
suffering and loss in the recent earthquakes.  We were in New Plymouth at the time and 
were awakened in the middle of the night be the continuous rolling!

A warm welcome to our new members this month,
• Michael and Janet Hudson of Napier, they have a Daimler Conquest ex Waimak Cars.
• Bruce and Yvonne Reeves hail from Kaniere, Hokitika, on the beautiful West Coast.  

They have an award winning Mk2 Jaguar.

Executive Committee meeting.  This has been held by telephone conference call and 
main items covered are as follows:

Finance, $18000 in term deposit, $6888 in working accounts, $4899 in Rally account.
Treasurer Peter moved an increase in annual subscriptions to $40 to maintain our 

finances to a more sustainable level.  Also, an option of $35 with the magazine supplied 
in PDF format by email.

President Dave reported he has been in contact with Peter Jenkins, president of the 
Spares club with view to a closer relationship between our clubs.  Also he spoke to DLOC 
officials while on a recent visit to UK.  They would make welcome any DLOCNZ members 
who should visit and make themselves known.

All branches report generally good support but would welcome any new, particularly 
younger members to join.

The Rally plans are well in hand.  Rod Mason has done a great job organising this 
event, so please give him the support he needs by attending, at least 30 cars are required 
to attend……. Elsewhere in this magazine is more information, assistance with travel etc.

Club Captain Winston has compiled a book with photographic record of National 
trophies.  This is to be supplemented by a digital record.

Magazine commercial advertising cost were discussed and set at $100 per page, $60 
½ page, $30 ¼ page per annum. (No charge for members Marketplace).

-----------------------------------------------
Martin Walkers son Josh, has produced a Daimler calendar (see photo).  These may 

be short supply now, but if there is sufficient demand, Josh may be able to get more 
printed??  Contact Martin if interested…….  Cost, $15 posted.

From the latest DLOC UK Driving Member, there is a letter from Chris Seabrook, the V8 
Saloon Registrar, regarding the Manual Overdrive V8’s.

The info he has is that the manual version was offered at the very end of the wide 
bumper model.  Production numbers were RHD 187, LHD 47, total of 234.

The V8250 slim bumper, RHD 525, LHD 59, total of 584.
The M.O.D. total is 818 from total production of 17884 which makes them very rare, 

but their survival rate seems to be better than the auto version, so not as rare as the 
figures initially show.

Getting up to Speed ...
A Word from your National Secretary
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Auckland Amblings
To The Nikau and Back
This was to be a half day run to Port Waikato, one of the trips on our “to do” list.

Starting off at 1 pm from the BP Service Station (most Auckland Car Clubs do) we 
swarmed down the Southern Motorway leaving it at Drury, finding our way through 
Pukekohe and Tuakau Townships.  Crossing the Waikato River, a 25-minute cruise along 
a bendy smooth road through a dishevelled green landscape, closely hugging the river, 
brought our convoy to Port Waikato.  Well known to Surfers and Whitebait Fishermen, it 
still has a jetty and functioned as a port, during the Maori Wars, right up until 1951 when 
modern transport forced it into retirement.

But wait there is more, a brief discussion was held and it was decided to push on 
South down the coast for 32km so that we could sample the delights of the Nikau.  We 
never saw the coast again, meandering among towering limestone outcrops, dizzying 
deep ravines, separated by native bush, the road, partially gravel, continued this way for 
about an hour.  After crossing a huge river plain and travelling another 10 km we finally 
reached the Nikau Café, an oasis in the middle of nowhere.  It was around 5 o’clock, when 
we arrived, there were about 6 people sitting and our 12 extended their resources, six of 
our number requesting meals and the rest, afternoon tea.  Twenty minutes passed, the 
meals started arriving, conversations faded away indicating all seemed happy with their 
choices.  Following the road onwards, highway 22 finally appeared, turning north, we 
were greeted with more winding roads, but tar sealed this time and another 45 minutes 

The long awaited book, “The Lanchester Legacy” Volume Two 1931–1956, written be 
Chris Clark, is being printed now.  This book is the result of a great deal of research by 
Chris and covers many aspects of the Lanchester brothers work.  If you would like more 
information or would like to purchase his books, go to his website, www.lanchesters.
com.

Don’t forget your Rally registration, if you have displaced your registration form, notify 
Rod or myself, we will certainly find you another!  This is next years “MUST ATTEND” 
event.

Finally, I would like to wish all members and their families the very best wishes for the 
festive season.  Drive safely, if you are driving an older Daimler, be considerate to those 
drivers who may wish to proceed at a greater rate than you over the busy holiday period.  
Go well.

Mike
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Round the Bazaars ...
Daimlers on the Run
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of driving, Tuakau came into view.  I got home around 7pm, after having travelled 240km, 
with a very dusty car and a half empty tank (the car not me).

Bryan
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Waikato BoP Wanderings
On Sunday 13 November we enjoyed a quiet drive through the Waikato countryside in 
our Daimlers.

Written route instructions ensured no one became lost.
We had a good turnout for our small Branch with 2 xCenturys, 3x V8-250, 1x XJ6 and 

a late model Jaguar Coupe.
Lindsay and Cathie came in their blue XJ6 Series One purchased two weeks ago from 

the South Island.  It certainly looked and went well and is a welcome addition to our 
Club‘s fleet.

At the finish Rod and Shirley laid on a Devonshire afternoon tea at their home.  The 
homemade scones disappeared extremely quickly.

Rod Mason
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Hawkes Bay Highlights
On Sunday 16th October our Club organized the run for HB British and European Car 
Club and all of the affiliated groups.  We met and travelled to Hooters Car Hire and 
Museum and we spent an interesting hour with the very hospitable owners who have 
a large trophy cabinet from racing in years gone by.  They have a very varied collection 
of vintage and classic vehicles which amazingly are available for hire.  To hire one of the 
older models they take the prospective driver out to check the level of skill and they may 
make suggestions as to which vehicle would be the most suitable for the skill set.  The 
Lagonda racing car was a hit (I don’t think this one is for hire) and we see many of the cars 
in our Art Deco Parade and out with visitors on Cruise Ship days.

The day turned out to be bright and sunny which was lucky as we continued on up 
the coast to Waipatiki Beach where we had a relaxed afternoon tea and a walk down 
the beach.  We then went by a scenic route to a Country Pub for a gourmet BBQ dinner.  
Everyone agreed it had been a special and interesting day out.

Ann Bowes
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Manawatu Meanderings
Our September outing was a re-visit to the small country area of Apiti, some 30km’s 
North of Feilding.  A couple of enterprising fellows have set up a catering business in the 
local Hotel which had been closed down for some time.  We had 13 members take the 
scenic trip up, the menu had a variety of delicious options and as always, we all enjoyed 
each other’s company.

October saw us join the Rover Club for some light hearted competition at the local 10 
pin “Bowlarama”.  It is set up to cater for people of all ages and abilities from children too 
old wrinklies like some of us!  We had 16 participants on 3 lanes with much banter and 
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camaraderie.  After averaging the scores, the Rovers came out on top by a small margin.  
A post mortem was held afterwards in Jackos Café over a coffee, a fun way to spend a 
wet Sunday, we must do it again sometime!

Summer is now upon us, there are many and varied events coming up, we hope 
that you come and share with us.  Please bear in mind the National Rally at Tauranga, it 
promises to be another great event!  Get that registration form away NOW!

Mike King

NATIONAL RALLY 2017 – 
TAURANGA, APRIL 7–9th

Have you registered?
Thank you to all those members who have already 
paid their registration fees and booked accommodation 
at the Armitage Hotel.

To those still to decide you only have until 31 January 2017 
to register so please take action now and do not leave till the 
last moment.  This really helps our Rally organisation if we know 
firm numbers attending before the end of 2016.
If you wish to pay via the internet our account is

Westpac, Katikati 03 1559 0041828 01

Make sure you identify yourself when making the payment so we know who is paying.
You will also need to forward the completed Registration Form either by email or post 
to Paul Edginton whose contact details are on the back page of this magazine.

South Island members
To help South Island members reduce costs when attending the National Rally in 
Tauranga we have arrived at a solution with the generous assistance of the Auckland 
Branch.

The cheapest method is to fly direct to Auckland to take advantage of the discount 
airfares.  Flying direct to Tauranga is expensive and time consuming.  Auckland 
members have offered to collect and drive you to and from Tauranga for the Rally.

If you wish to take advantage of their offer please contact Auckland Club Captain Chris 
Wilson whose contact details are on the back page of this magazine.
Seats are limited so first in first served.

Rod Mason
Rally Chairman
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Articles of Interest ...

A 2½-LITRE V-8 DAIMLER SALOON
(The Motor, 10 October 1962, pp381–384)

The traditional fluted radiator 
grille and a “D” emblem on the 
wheels distinguish the new 
Daimler from Mk 2 Jaguars.

A Daimler SP250 V-8 in a Mk 2 Jaguar Saloon

The 2½-litre SP250 
Daimler V-8 fits snugly 
under the Mk 2’s bonnet.  
140 smooth b.h.p. give the 
car a top speed of about 
114 m.p.h.

  £ s. d.
 Basic 1,298 0 0
... and the P.T. 487 6 3

PRICE Total 1,785 6 3
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The SP250 engine is a 90 degree V-8 with a five-bearing crankshaft.  A central camshaft operates the 
inclined overhead valves through short push rods. Hemispherical combustion chambers are fed by twin 
S.U. HD6 carburettors.

Daimler is the oldest name in the British Motor Industry.  Jaguar is one of the most 
prominent, although considerably younger.  Since the two came together two years ago 
under the control of Sir William Lyons, the existing Daimler models have been continued 
and developed, but the big question has been what the first new Daimler to be designed 
under Sir William’s direction would be like.  Would the pattern set by Rolls-Royce with 
the Bentley so many years ago – and followed in so many cases since – be followed again 
and the new car appear as a Jaguar with a fluted radiator?  Or would Sir William succeed 
in blending some of the best of both marques?

He has done just that.
Minor details apart, the new 2½-litre V-8 Daimler saloon is a Mark 2 Jaguar with an 

SP250 Daimler engine under its less-crowded bonnet and the latest Type 35 Borg-Warner 
automatic transmission under a slimmer gearbox tunnel.  Far from being a minor variant 
of an existing model with a different trade mark, the newcomer is very much a car in its 
own right with a definite and quite distinctive character.

Daimler enthusiasts will welcome it because the car fills the wide gap left at the lower 
end of the Daimler range by the demise for economic reasons of Conquest and Century 
about four and a half years ago.  Latterly there has been nothing between the SP250 
Sports and the stately but fast big saloons and limousines.  Some may be sorry not to 
see a completely new and exclusively Daimler motorcar, but before weeping too many 
crocodile tears, they should consider whether they would be prepared to pay the price 
of such a car if it were offered to them.  Production in large numbers is the key to value 
for money – not only in the actual process of manufacture, but in the equally vital matter 
of development costs.



December 2016 – January 2017  9

Facio layout is similar to Mk. 2 Jaguars.

In the new model, customers have the benefit of a hull and running gear that have 
been very thoroughly developed and have received world-wide acceptance in function, 
size and appearance.  The SP250 power unit too has evoked nothing but admiration 
since it first appeared in the spring of 1959.  The marriage of Jaguar car and Daimler 
engine alone is new, and the V-8 should prove worthy of its time-honoured name.

The 2½-litre V-8 engine fits very neatly under the existing bonnet, and because it 
delivers high power without loss of torque at low speeds, has proved entirely suitable in 
its existing sports form without de-tuning.

The eight cylinders are in two banks of four at 90 degrees, this arrangement providing 
a short crank with minimum torsional oscillation, good balance, and a fairly symmetrical 
layout.  A single central camshaft is placed in a fairly high position so that the one shaft 
can operate inclined valves in hemispherical combustion chambers by direct push-rod 
action.

The five-bearing crankshaft is an almost fully machined forging and has flat webs 
occupying a minimum length between journals.  On the SP engine the fan is mounted 
direct on to the nose of the crankshaft, but for the new saloon the fan has been moved 
up to the water-pump pulley where it coincides with the cowled radiator; from this point 
a further belt drives the latest Lucas C401 dynamo placed centrally between the cylinder 
blocks.  The initial drive to the fan and pump has a spring tensioner, and in cars with 
power steering the servo pump is driven by a double pulley on the crankshaft.

Detail changes
The new sump is shaped to clear the front-suspension cross  member but holds as much 
as before.  The exhaust no longer has a “bunch of bananas” manifold but separate short 
pipes leading to a collector tube.  The angle of the oil filter has been altered, the engine 
has a paper-element air cleaner, and set-bolts are used instead of studs so that the 
cylinder heads can be removed with the engine in position.

Undoubtedly the high output of the engine and its ability to rev. come largely from 
efficient breathing, the “top-end” being inspired by motorcycle experience.  The light-
alloy cylinder heads have cast-iron valve inserts; the valves are set at an inclined angle 
of 70 degrees and the rockers are arranged to multiply the cam lift to a greater valve 
lift and thereby reduce inertia effects.  The ports afford particularly free gas flow.  Inlet 
manifolding in which each of the two carburettors feeds the two inner cylinders of one 
block and the two outer cylinders 
of the other ensures even mixture 
distribution.

The result is an output of 140 
b.h.p. gross at 5,800 r.p.m. with the 
moderate piston speed of 2,660 ft. 
per min. and a maximum torque of 
155 lb. ft. at 3,600 r.p.m.  On the road, 
the car is claimed to do 112–114 m.p.h. 
and 20–22 m.p.g. overall.

In unit with the engine is a Borg-
Warner automatic transmission, the 
only type of gearbox specified.  The 
model 35, which was introduced 
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A smaller transmission tunnel and 
split bench seat allows three people 
to be carried in the front.  The rear is 
unchanged.

a year ago specifically for medium-sized cars, has a torque converter operating on all 
ratios of a 3-speed-and reverse epicyclic gearbox, so that it provides a welcome degree 
of top-gear flexibility.  Left to itself, the unit works quite automatically but the driver can 
over-ride it by using the convenient steering-column lever or by “kicking down.”

This is by far the most powerful engine to which this gearbox has yet been fitted and 
considerable heat will be generated during full-power operation.  The Daimler therefore 
has a heat exchanger built into the engine radiator, oil from the gearbox being piped 
through the relatively cool bottom tank before returning to the transmission.  From the 
back of the gearbox a divided propeller shaft conveys the drive to a Salisbury hypoid 
rear axle which can have a Powr-Lok limited-slip differential as an extra.

Suspension follows the familiar design with coil springs, wishbones and an anti-roll 
bar at the front, and the unusual Jaguar cantilever leaf springs at the rear, where the rigid 
axle is located laterally by a Panhard rod.  Spring 
rates have been modified to suit the Daimler which 
is much lighter in front.  The V-8 engine, complete 
with Model 35 transmission weighs only 592 lb., 140 
lb. less than a 2.4-litre Jaguar engine with its larger 
Borg-Warner transmission.

This lightening makes a distinct difference in 
front-rear distribution, the 2½-litre Daimler giving 
a dry-weight ratio of 54/46 compared with the 
2.4-litre “automatic” Jaguar figure of 57/43, which 
will doubtless be reflected in more responsive 
handling qualities.  The steering has Burman re-
circulating ball mechanism with 4.7 turns from lock 
to lock, or 4.9 turns when the Burman servo is fitted.

Jaguar and Daimler were both among the first to 
use Dunlop disc brakes on all four wheels, and this 
system is retained in its latest form with complete 
self-adjustment (including the hand  brake) and 
vacuum servo assistance.

The main hull, which is used for the dual 
purpose of housing the mechanical components 
and carrying four or five people, is of unitary 
construction rather than true monocoque type in 
which (as with the Jaguar Mark X) a stressed skin 
is used.  In the V-8 there is, in effect, a combined 
body and chassis in which two longerons run from 
the front to rear and are welded to the floor to form 
box sections.  Further beam strength comes from 
the box-sectioned body sills, whilst various cross 
members combine with the immensely strong dash 
structure at the front and the seat-pan and rear-
wheel arches to provide great torsional stiffness.  
To prevent the transmission of high-frequency 
vibrations or road noise, the suspension is insulated 
from the main hull at strategic points by rubber.
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Outside and in, this body is very like that of the Jaguar Mark 2.  The new car is 
distinguished by a fluted Daimler radiator grille which blends well with the otherwise 
familiar front.  There are Daimler “D” nave plates on the wheels and similar emblems 
and flutes on the rear bumper and number-plate mounting.  A split-bench seat is new; 
the two seats can be adjusted individually or lined-up to seat three abreast, thanks to 
the smaller transmission tunnel.  These seats have a new type of adjustment in which 
closely fitting concentric tubes are used in place of runners to eliminate any rattle when 
the passenger’s seat is unoccupied.  These tubes slant upwards from the floor so that the 
seats rise bodily as they are moved forward, on the assumption that short drivers like to 
sit higher.  Reclining squabs are available as an extra.

The rest of the interior is like that of the Mark 2 and the facia board is the same.  The 
equipment is lavish: a speedometer and an electric rev. counter (both with large dials 
directly in front of the driver), an ammeter, thermometer, oil-pressure gauge and petrol 
gauge, cigar lighter, map light, twin fog lamps, combined handbrake and hydraulic-
fluid-level warning light, screen washers, heater and demister, reversing light and a 
particularly comprehensive tool kit.  A radio is an optional extra.
Specification
ENGINE
Cylinders 90° V-8 with 5-bearing crankshaft.
Bore and stroke 72.6 mm. x 69.85 mm. (3.00 in. x 2.75 In.).
Cubic capacity 2,548 c.c. (152.56 cu. in.).
Piston area 56.55 sq. in.
Compression ratio 8.2/1.
Valvegear Inclined overhead valves operated by short pushrods from single central camshaft and seating on cast-iron 

inserts in aluminium-alloy cylinder head with hemispherical combustion chambers.
Carburation Two S.U. HD6 carburetters, fed by S.U. electric pump, from 12-gallon tank.
Ignition 12-volt coil, vacuum and centrifugal timing control, 14 mm. Champion N8 sparking plugs.
Lubrication Tecalemit full-flow fllter and 10-pint sump (+1 pint for fllter).
Cooling Water cooling with pump, fan and thermostat; 24-pint water capacity incl. heater.
Electrical system 12-volt 57 amp. hr. battery charged by 25-amp dynamo.
Maximum power 140 b.h.p. gross at 5,800 r.p.m. equivalent to 123 lb./sq. in. b.m.e.p. at 2,660 ft./min. piston speed and 2.48 

b.h.p. per sq. in. of piston area.
Maximum torque 155 lb. ft. at 3,600 r.p.m., equivalent to 150 lb./ sq. In. b.m.e.p. at 1,650 ft./min. piston speed.
TRANSMISSION (Borg-Warner Model 35 automatic)
Clutch Hydraulic torque converter giving maximum multiplication of 2/1.
Gearbox Epicyclic 3-speed and reverse operating auto matically or under control of selector or throttle kick-down 

switch.
Overall ratios 4.27/8.54, 6.19/12.38 and 10.2/20.41.  Rev. 8.92/17.85.
Propeller shaft Open divided Hardy Spicer.
Final drive Salisbury hypoid bevel. Powr-Lok limited-slip differential optional extra.
CHASSIS
Brakes Dunlop hydraulic disc type with self-adjusting handbrake and vacuum servo assistance with reservoir.
Brake dimensions Front discs, 11 In. dia.; rear discs, 113/8 in. dia.
Brake areas 31.8 sq. in. of lining working on 495 sq. in. rubbed area of discs.
Front suspension Independent by coil springs and semi-trailing wishbones.  Torsion anti-roll bar.  Girling telescopic gas-cell 

dampers located within spring coils.
Rear suspension Cantilever leaf springs.  Girling telescopic gas  cell dampers.  Axle location by radius arms and Panhard rod.
Wheels and tyres 5-stud pressed steel wheels and Dunlop 6.40-15 RS5 tyres and tubes.
Steering Burman re-circulating ball.  Built-In power assis tance available as extra.
DIMENSIONS
Length Overall 15 ft. 0¾ In.; wheelbase 8 ft. 11¾ In.
Width Overall 5 ft. 6¾ In.; track 4 ft. 7 in. at front and 4 ft. 53/8 in. at rear.
Height 4 ft. 83/8 In.; ground clearance 7 in.
Turning circle 33 ft.
Kerb weight 27¾ cwt. (without fuel, but with  oil, water, tools, spare wheel, etc.).
EFFECTIVE  GEARING
Top gear ratio 17.7 m.p.h. at 1,000 r.p.m. and 38.5 m.p.h. at 1,000 ft./min. piston speed.
Maximum torque 3,600 r.p.m. corresponds to approx. 63.7 m.p.h. in top gear.
Maximum power 5,800 r.p.m. corresponds to approx. 103 m.p.h. in top gear.
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Hawkes Bay members enjoy a relaxed afternoon 
tea at Waipatiki.

Lagonda racing car at Hooters.

Auckland trip to Port Waikato.

Hawkes Bay Members assemble at Hooters.

Hooters Hupmobile.

Auckland trip to Port Waikato.
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BRANCH NOMINATION FORM

FOR THE YEAR 2017–2018

I hereby nominate (Name in Capitals)  ............................................................................

for the position of  .................................................................  on our Branch Committee

of the Daimler & Lanchester Owners’ Club in New Zealand Inc.

Proposed by (Name in Capitals)  ...................................................................................

 Signature:  ..................................................................................

Seconded by (Name in Capitals)  ..................................................................................

 Signature:  ..................................................................................

 Nominee’s Signature:  ..................................................................................

Closing date for receipt of Nominations – 28th FEBRUARY 2017

Completed forms should be returned to your

Branch Secretary

(Please refer to the Magazine Branch Directory for Postal Address)



NOMINATION FORM for the NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

FOR THE YEAR 2017–2018

I hereby nominate (Name in Capitals)  ............................................................................

for the position of  ..............................................................  on the National Executive

of the Daimler & Lanchester Owners’ Club in New Zealand Inc.

Proposed by (Name in Capitals)  ...................................................................................

 Signature:  ..................................................................................

Seconded by (Name in Capitals)  ..................................................................................

 Signature:  ..................................................................................

 Nominee’s Signature:  ..................................................................................

Closing date for receipt of Nominations – 28th FEBRUARY 2017

Completed forms should be posted to

The National Secretary
21 Millar Street

Palmerston North 4410
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Pauline Goodliffe gets the ball rolling!Manawatu members at Apiti Hotel.

Mike King’s SP250 getting closer to unification. the body now re-glassed and sealed, will be painted 
when assembled.

Manawatu Daimler and Rover members at 
Bowlarama.

Manawatu Daimlers at Apiti.
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(The Motor, 10 October 1962, p51)
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1. 1886 Gottlieb Daimler relaxes in the rear seat 
whilst his son drives the world’s first petrol engined 
4 wheel motorcar.

2. Painting on a dish made by Sandland, 
Handley, Staffordshire, England, c1907.

3. 1895, Frederick Simms (Top Hat) takes a ride 
in the first Daimler imported into Britain.

DAIMLER IN NEW ZEALAND BEFORE WWI
By John Osborne FTC, DTT, PhD, MSAEA, MSAEI, MIAME

Director Jaguar & Daimler Museum New Zealand Heritage Trust

Gottlieb Daimler a German gunsmith-mechanical engineer in 1886 fitted his 460cc 
1.1hp four stroke single cylinder hot tube ignition petrol engine and transmission into 
a modified four-wheel, four-seater horse-drawn carriage made by Wimpff & Sons of 
Stuttgart, thus producing the world’s first practical petrol engined motorcar.  Previously 
in 1885 Daimler had installed his engine into a wooden frame “boneshaker” bicycle 
creating the world’s first motorcycle.

In 1891 Frederick Richard Simms a young mechanical engineer in Warwickshire 
England acquired all the Daimler patent rights for Britain and colonies (except Canada).  
In May 1893 Simms formed the Daimler Motor Syndicate Ltd and the first German Daimler 
engined car was imported into Britain in the summer of 1895.  Simms is recognised 
universally as the father of British motoring.
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4. 1896 First prototype British Daimler produced in Coventry setting the British car standards.

5. 1896 Advertising the 4 seater British Daimler Wagonette , particularly for the nobility & gentry In the first 
8 months of production 89 complete vehicles were produced

On 14th January 1896 The Daimler Motor Syndicate Ltd was formed and in February 
1896 English entrepreneur Harry Lawson acquired the Daimler name and in Coventry the 
Daimler Motor Syndicate Ltd which shared a factory with the Great Horseless Carriage 
Co Ltd who made some of the early British Daimler car coachwork.

Although advertised in may 1896 (refer below image 5) British Daimler car production did 
not commence until early in 1897 using Panhard and Levassor designed chassis and British 
made Daimler engines made under licence to German designer Gottlieb Daimler, who was a 
director of the British Daimler Motor Syndicate until 1898 after which the British and German 
Daimler concerns went their separate ways.  Gottlieb Daimler died in 1900 age 67.

The first royal car was a British Daimler, bought in 1900 by the Prince of Wales, later 
King Edward VII marking the start of a long period of royal patronage.  New Daimler 
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6. 1903/1904 the Howick Motor Bus Co. Ltd, Auckland, Daimler powered Motor Bus. 
Quality transport for passengers

7. 1906 model Daimler, 35 hp (8,462cc) cost approx £2400 ($4800) in NZ. (photo taken in 
1910 infront of the Grand Hotel, Auckland).  In 1909 Thomas Cook Tourist Guide rated the 
“Grand” Auckland’s Best Hotel. It had commanding views of the city, and was close to Albert 
Park and the Museum.  This Daimler was one of a fleet of the Grand Hotels courtesy cars 
that transported guests from and to the railway station and wharves.

vehicles appeared in quick succession.  Between 1897 and 1903 twelve different engines 
2 and 4 cylinders 1.1 to 4.5L and many body types coach-built to suit the customers 
requirements.

British Daimler soon earned a reputation for high-quality and luxury and in 1904 
the Company name was changed to Daimler Motor Company Ltd and British Daimler 
adopted the distinctive fluted radiator cowl.
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8. British Daimler (Knight) Double Sleeve Valve Engine.

A. Inner sleeve.  B. Outer sleeve.  C. Link controlling inner sleeve.  
D. Link controlling outer sleeve  F.Slots for exhaust. G. Exhaust port. 
H. Slots for intake.  I. Intake port. 
J. Wide rings sealing intake & exhaust slots.
K. Separate cylinder head.
W. Half speed crankshaft controlling sleeves. 
X. Lugs for control links. 
Y. Ignition distributor (note twin spark Plugs)

In 1908 British Daimler acquired the manufacturing rights to the sleeve-valve engine 
designed by American Charles Knight which was developed by British Daimler in 
England under the supervision of Dr Frederick Lanchester who had produced in 1895 the 
first practical all-British petrol-driven car and founded the Lanchester Car Co. in Olton, 
Solihull, Warwickshire. In 1910 the Birmingham Small Arms Company Limited (BSA) took 
over and amalgamated with the Daimler Co Ltd but allowed Daimler considerable self-
determination.

The new Knight (Silent) double sleeve valve engine and quality coach built bodies, 
often crafted by outside specialists such as Hooper and Barker who had been Royal 
coachbuilders for over 200 years put Daimler far ahead of the competition, with few 
rivals.
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11. Two Daimlers “on tour” outside the Waiwera Hotel, North Auckland 1909

9. Auckland Fire Board’s high speed Daimler Fire Engine c1909? 10.

12. Front Page Advertisment, Auckland Weekly News 14 July 1910

In 1854, the first New Zealand volunteer fire brigade was formed in Auckland.  With 
buckets to start with, but soon upgraded to horse drawn manual pumps these were 
provided by the Auckland City Council and insurance companies.  In 1906, the Auckland 
Brigade took possession of a Merryweather self propelled Steam Fire Engine, then c1909 
a high speed Daimler Fire Engine Images 9 and 10 below.
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13. Edward Prince of Wales with the Royal Daimler during his 
visit to New Zealand April/May 1920.

14. Walter Shrimpton (wearing a hat) owner 
of Matapiro Station, Hawkes Bay seated in 
his 1911 model Daimler 12 hp (early model 
with carbide lamps) at the Taupo Car Rally, 
outside the Terrace Hotel 1st February 1913.

15. (Left) Daimler 12 hp (with electric 
lamps) on the opening day of the Auckland 
Industrial Exhibition, December 1913.

16. (Below) Living history; New Zealand 
Heritage Daimler 1913 owned by Colin 
Trevelyan proprietor of the Millenium 
Museum, Hawkes Bay.  This was one 
of the cars in 1970 which participated in 
trans Australian car rally, Perth in Western 
Australia to Sydney in New South Wales.
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Auckland
November 27th
Xmas lunch, Castaways
Please advise if attending, we will need prepayment for the meal, details to follow.

Jan 2017 22nd
Helensville River Cruise

February 12th
Ellerslie Concours Car show

February 19th
Galaxy of Cars

March 5th
Brit / Euro Car Show, Lloyd Ellsmore Park

March 26th
Auckland Branch AGM – Highwic House

April 7–9th
National AGM – Tauranga

April 30th
Old Cements Works Picnic

May 21st
Tauwhare Miltary Museum

June 25th
530pm Mid Winter Dinner – McHugh Dinner
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Waikato BOP
Saturday 10 December
Christmas Pot Luck Barbeque. Branch supplies the meat and members to provide a salad 
and dessert. Being held at John Raynor’s car collection complex, Rewi St, Te Aroha.  Start 
time 12.00am.  Please confirm by email to rodandshirl@xtra.co.nz you are attending.

Sunday January
Venue TBA. Once again we are the guests of the Hamilton Vintage and Classic C.C. on 
their annual “All Clubs Picnic Run”.  Always a great event with a large entry.  Expect a 
12.30pm start.

Hitting the Road ...
Daimler Events Diary
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Saturday/Sunday 21/22 January
Hampton Downs NZ Festival of Motoring featuring Kenny Smith this year.

Saturday/Sunday 28/29 January
Historic Formula One Meeting, Taupo Racetrack.

Sunday 19 February
Morrinsville Motorama and Swapmeet, Polo Grounds, Morrinsville.

Sunday March 12
Branch AGM.  Venue TBA.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Hawkes Bay
3rd December
HB Branch Christmas function to be held at 4.00pm at the Boyce’s Residence, 3 Northwood 
Ave Hastings.  The Club will cater the meat as usual, members to bring a salad or desert 
to share and anything you want to drink.  Numbers to Ann Bowes 8358469 by 28th 
November.
Committee to meet at 3.15pm.

11th December
British and European Car Club Christmas meeting.  Full details to follow.

29th January
Possible DLOC outing.

19th February
Visit to Manawatu.  There are many enthusiastic members here who will join us for an 
interesting visit.

5th March
Hawke’s Bay DLOC AGM.  Please diary this date, full details of venue to follow next year.

12th March
Wheels on Windsor.  This is always a nice social picnic day while the cars are displayed on 
the Daimler Club Stand.

16th April
Easter themed run.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Manawatu
December 11th
End of year BBQ, this year at Mt Lees Reserve near Mt Stewart.  As previously, your 
committee supply meat and drinks.  Bring a salad or dessert, plus your own crockery and 
cutlery, chairs etc.  Also bring an exchange gift for your own gender, approximate value 
$5.00.  We have booked the Summerhouse which has a basic shelter and kitchen.  We will 
meet at about 11.30.  Drinking water and public toilets are close by.
From Palmerston North, turn right onto Mt Stewart Road at the top of the hill, then Ngaio 
Road is 2nd left, Mt Lees Reserve is well signposted.  From Levin, at Sanson take Cemetery 
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Road then left, left again into Ngaio Road.  From Wanganui take Wilsons Road South of 
Bulls, Ngaio Road is 1st right.  If you get lost, panic, then phone me on 027 4482752 and 
I will confuse you further!

January 15th
Picnic this year at Kiriwhakapopa in the Wairarapa.  This is a DOC Reserve a few minutes 
South of Mt Bruce and close to the Pioneer Museum.  From the North, the Road is 
signposted on the right, heading into the Tararuas.  BYO everything for picnic!

January 29th
Wheels With Attitude, Dannevirke.

February 12th
Wellington British Car day.

March 5th
Branch AGM BYO BBQ lunch at Pauline Goodliffe’s in Greens Road

March 12th
Hawkes bay British & European Car Day, Windsor Park Hastings

April 7, 8, 9th
NATIONAL RALLY TAURANGA.

April 9th
Also River City Park Up, now replaces Wanganui Rotary Classic day.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

MEMBERS OF THE PIONEER BATTALION
laying a road in Messines Belgium 1917, shortly after the advance 7–9 June.

(Matariki Calendar 2015/16)
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Members are welcome to use this space free of charge.
Forward details to Mike King before 10th of the month of publication.

Name Badges
These are available from Waikato BOP Branch. Cost is $21 each, contact Paul Edginton, 
pledginton@gmail.com.

For Sale
2017 DLOC Desk Calendar available now, $15 each 
(including postage), Limited numbers, first in first 
served.
Created by my son Josh, as part of a digital media 
course and have been professionally printed.
Contact Martin at dlocauckland@yahoo.co.nz or 
09-626-4868

1954 Daimler Conquest now being stripped, very 
rusty body, green seats are good (front passenger has holes in it) but others intact so far.  
Dials are white background, all good except the speedo would need cleaning up.  Glass 
all intact but 20 years of dirt and lichen. If interested in any part off the car email Martin 
at dlocauckland@yahoo.co.nz

Members’ Market ...

Polo Shirt orders
Here are photos of Polo shirts available 
from Manawatu Branch.

The long sleeved version is $40 with logo.  
It is a different fabric to the short sleeved 
one we already have.  It is available in S, M, 
L, XL, 2XL, and 3XL.

The short sleeved one is exactly the same 
as we had previously.  The cost is $55 per shirt plus postage.  
Men’s sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 3XL.

Women’s sizes are 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24.

Contact John Palliser (pictured) jcpall@xtra.co.nz, ph 
06 3670561 or Manawatu Branch to order.



DAIMLER & LANCHESTER OWNERS’ CLUB    BRANCH DIRECTORY

AUCKLAND BRANCH
President Bryan Davis, 28 Shackleton Road My Eden 09 630 5172
 bg.davis@gmail.com 
Vice President John Penman, 25A Fancourt St. Meadowbank 09 521 2011
 jandvpenman@clear.net.nz
Secretary Martin Walker, 460 Blockhouse Bay Rd 09 628 4868
 marttinwalker@xtra.co.nz
Treasurer Wayne Duncan, 44 Grotto St, Onehunga 09 555 3669
 dunczone@gmail.com
Club Captain Christopher Wilson, 26 Alexander Ave, Torbay 09 473 8498 
 camwilson@xtra.co.nz
Committee Valerie Penman, Clive Butler, Stephen Boyle, Ken Walker
National Delegate Martin Walker, marttinwalker@xtra.co.nz

WAIKATO/BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH
President/Club Captain Rod Mason, 5 Tahuna-Ohiniwai Rd, Tahuna RD3 Morrinsville 07 887 5188
 rodandshirl@xtra.co.nz
Secretary/Treasurer Paul Edginton, 35 Uretara Drive Katikati 07 549 4569
 pledginton@gmail.com
Committee John Raynor, Shirley Olsen
National Delegate Rod Mason
 rodandshirl@xtra.co.nz

HAWKE’S BAY BRANCH
President Richard Bennett, 62 Buchanan St, Bay View 06 836 6322
 rj-jabennett@xtra.co.nz
Secretary/Treasurer Ann Bowes, PO Box 1074, Napier 06 835 8469
 ann@bopac.co.nz
Club Captain Robyn Boyce, 3 Northwood Ave, Hastings 06 878 9071
 randmboyce@xtra.co.nz
Committee Mike Boyce, Graeme Bowes, Mark Dickerson, Peter Mackie,
 Vaughan Cooper
Past President Colin Campbell
National Delegate Peter Mackie, Peter.mackie@slingshot.co.nz 06 877 4766

MANAWATU BRANCH
President Pauline Goodliffe, 194 Green Road, Awahuri, Palmerston North 06 323 7081
Secretary/Treasurer Ian Hodgkinson, 7 Lyndale Place, Palmerston North 06 357 2073
 hodgkinson@xtra.co.nz
Club Captain Mike King, 21 Millar Street, Palmerston North 06 357 1237
 mwking45nz@hotmail.com
Committee Des Symons, Hilton Zachan, Brian Wolfsbauer, Peter Whitten,
 Barry Cleaver
National Delegate Mike King, mwking45nz@hotmail.com 06 357 1237

OTAGO BRANCH
President Ken Whyte, Woodlawn,145 Coast Rd, RD1 Waikouaiti 9471 03 482 2727
Secretary Dianne Henderson, 535 Palmerston-Dunback Rd, RD3,
 Palmerston 9483, dianne.guiding@gmail.com 03 465 2056
Treasurer Kaye Wingfield, 7 Pioneer Cres, Helensburgh, Dunedin 9010 03 476 2323
 wingiewk@xtra.co.nz
Club Captain Ken Harrex, 36 Formby St, Outram 03 486 2056
 kenharrex@callsouth.net,nz
Committee Winston Wingfield
Past President Geoffrey Anderson
National Delegate Winston Wingfield, wingwk@xtra.co.nz




