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Attention All Club Members
A thoughtful Treat for your Daimler Enthusiast!

We have supplies of “D” Key Rings and our Daimler & Lanchester Owners Club in N.Z. 
Custom Grille or Bumper Badge.

As you will see from the photo the Badge has been reproduced using our original Die but 
cast in a lighter Alloy (originally Brass), with a Chrome and Blue Enamelled Centre section 
as opposed to the earlier Resin insert.

The unit cost, including postage is
• $6.60 for the Key Ring 
• $55.00 for the Grille/Bumper Badge.

Please forward your requirements and cheque to:-
DLOC in NZ 
Peter Mackie
PO Box 8446
Havelock North 4157
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Happy New Year to one and all, I hope that you have all had a safe and enjoyable 
Christmas spending quality time with family and friends over the holiday period.

2016 is going to be a great year for our Daimler car club starting with the various club 
events and of course our AGM and Mini Rally.  This is to be held in the Wine Capital of 
New Zealand Martinborough.  The organising committee have done a great job so if you 
have not done so already please get registered for what promises to be a great event.  
The venue, Peppers Parehua is situated in the middle of a vineyard with great views and 
facilities.  At last count rooms were filling fast so don’t delay.

I have been monitoring Daimlers for sale on TradeMe recently and I am really pleased 
to see the numbers of cars for sale increasing.  There seem to be a range of options 
available.  For those interested in restoration there are countless cars for sale and at the 
other end of the spectrum there are some lovely late model beautifully finished cars 
ready to just drive and enjoy and then there is everything in-between.  Most of the 
cars I have seen for sale are good value especially the later model cars where you are 
buying a lot of motorcar for your money.  This should provide a stimulus for the club with 
opportunities to increase the membership and at the same time provide new members 
the opportunity to talk with technically experienced club members who are only too 
willing to share knowledge and help out.

Now onto projects – summer is a good time to be out and about so my car projects 
have taken somewhat of a back seat, house painting and shed repairs have taken 
precedence.  There has been time though to drive about in the 1956 Daimler Drophead 
Coupe and enjoy the fruits of my labour spent repairing and restoring this car over the 
winter.  I have however managed to purchase a 1938 Daimler DB17 that requires some 
restoration finishing.  I would like some assistance with completing the restoration.  I 
would appreciate the opportunity to talk with another DB17 owner to compare notes in 
an effort to get the car as close as possible to its original condition.

Speaking of projects and harking back to the AGM and Rally attached is a photo of 
a beautifully built reproduction of a WWI Sopworth Camel and a British SE.5A Bi Plane.  
Samples of some of the sights you will see at the Rally.

Sopworth Camel              SE.5A Bi Plane

Dave Patten

From the Driver’s Seat ...
A Message from your National President
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Happy New Year to all and welcome to our new members this month.
• Nick Hayes of Wellington.  Nick has an SP250 which he has owned since 1987.
• Simon Ganley is from Whangaparoa.  He has a 1937? Daimler E20, this sounds like a 

very interesting car, hope to have a story and photos to follow…thanks Simon? (hint)
• Samuel Chuffart lives in Wellington and has a number of Jaguars including a 3.8 Mk2, 

XK150 and Mk10.  Samuel is looking for some parts for the Mk2, see marketplace 
section of this magazine.

• Robert Banks is a new Auckland member, he has purchased the Daimler V8 from 
Wayne Marmont.  This is an exceptional vehicle, it was featured in a recent NZ Classic 
Car article.

I was sorry to hear news of Neil Kruze’s passing last month.  Neil was a long time Auckland 
member, also serving on committee.  I have included an obituary to Neil from Keith 
Humphries of the SP250 Club.

December and January seem to disappear in a bit of a blur, so much to do, all those 
jobs that have been saved up all winter that need to be done … now looking forward to 
the many summer events in February and March.

You should all have received your membership renewal in the post.  If you are paying 
by direct credit, ENSURE that you INCLUDE your membership number (printed on the 
label on the form, after the postcode) in the reference box.  This will ensure that Mr 
Mackie retains his smile!  Also included with this magazine are nomination forms for 
Branch and National positions.  All nominations will be gladly received, many of your 
officials and committees have done more than their share in the running of our club!  
You could even nominate yourself……..

The bookings for the Mini Rally at Martinborough are coming on well.  This promises 
to be an outstanding event, lots of varied and interesting places to go, things to see and 
of course, people to meet.  Martinborough is a very popular destination, ensure you 
have your accommodation sorted, then register with Treasurer Peter Mackie.  If you have 
misplaced your registration form, I can send you another.  Do it NOW!

A request to those scribes submitting reports for the magazine, it will make my task 
much easier if you can email your script as a WORD attachment, just as you would like to 
see it in print – will save me a lot of time.  Photos should be attached as JPEG files.

I am always looking for interesting articles and reports from members.  If you have a 
project or anything that may be of interest others, please send with photos and script.

The latest Federation of Motoring newsletter WheelTorque, is available on line at 
www.fomc.org.nz.  Topics covered include Worksafe NZ Health & Safety revisions and 
ACC levy cuts to reduce vehicle rego costs.  Their AGM is to be held in Wellington this 
year on 22nd May and is open all members.

Getting up to Speed ...
A Word from your National Secretary



 4 IN NEW ZEALAND INC

My SP250 project is progressing slowly 
at present.  I have just finished the task 
of dismantling the components of the 
windscreen surround.  While it is made 
of brass, it has steel coupling plates 
and screws which hold the whole thing 
together.  Of course, most of these were 
well and truly rusted together!  16 screws 
to drill out of 4 x 3/8” box sections and 
re-tapping to accept 5mm countersink 
stainless steel screws.  These had to be 
machined down to match the countersink 
in the brass surround.  It now all fits together nicely – the test will be when the time 
comes to refit the rubber and glass!  The screen surround contains no less than 15 
separate components and 24 screws!  The body is totally stripped in preparation for the 
removal of the paint and the “gelcoat” or sealant layer over the fibreglass.  This must be 
removed to eliminate the crazing, the hairline cracks on the surface of the paint.  Many 
hours of work ahead…..

Enjoy your Daimlers and / or Lanchesters,
Mike King

Neil Kruse
It is sad to have to report the passing of Neil Kruse last week.  Apparently there was a 
small private funeral.

Neil was an enthusiastic Daimler owner and a devoted family man.  He and wife Rey 
restored the SP250 they owned which had been written off in an accident involving their 
son.  It sat for some time before they purchased a body from the UK and restored the car.  
Steve Carr purchased the remains of the written 
off body and restored that for his Super Dart.

Neil was also a steam enthusiast and a keen 
recorder of old movies.

He moved to Nelson for his retirement years 
but kept in touch with the occasional phone 
call.

Our sympathies go out to his family and 
friends.

Keith Humphreys

OBITUARY



February 2016–March 2016  5

Auckland Amblings
Auckland Christmas Lunch
Starting from Hooten Reserse 
in Albany, the plan was flexible 
either some gravel driving or 
straight up the main highway, a 
quick vote said ‘No Gravel’, Ron 
advised that the Santa parade 
was happening in Warkworth 
that day.  Heading north we 
struck slow traffic south of 
Warkworth, from a mixture of 
people heading to Matakana, 
Warkworth and normal traffic 
heading north.  In the end all 
26 of us sat down for lunch at 
the Bridgehouse Pub, this is one of the buildings that’s a lot better on the inside than 
the first glance street view, pleasant staff and the buffet was soon brought out, making 
for an enjoyable lunch.  We could also see the parade from our seats adding to the day.

I cheated and brought the Vol-Daim as I headed further north for the rest of the 
weekend, and not wanting to park a classic outside for the night, but otherwise we had 
the usual mix of Daimlers, Alvis and Jaguar lined up.

Thanks all those that attended and make our outings worth the time to organise.
Martin

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Waikato BoP Wanderings
Sunday 29 November 2015
Our last event of 2015 saw seven club members and partners enjoy an excellent 
Christmas luncheon at the Tahuna Tavern.  The Christmas meal featured pork and ham 
with decadent desserts and even Christmas crackers to pull with the wine supplied by 
the Club.

Great to see new Hamilton members Alec and Rosalie McGowan join us.  Their 
Conquest is undergoing minor restoration and should be on the road in the New Year.

Sunday 10 January 2016
Unfortunately only two Daimlers attended the Hamilton Vintage and Classic CC 

Round the Bazaars ...
Daimlers on the Run
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combined clubs’ picnic run.
A real shame as the run was a real success with an entertaining route over scenic 

Waikato roads to finish at Lake Ngaroto.  Mini, Triumph, and Car Enthusiasts of Te 
Awamutu clubs plus our own Daimler pair made up the guest numbers.

Cars ranged from Bentleys to Chevrolet, Chrysler to Holden and a very rare 1930 
Triumph Super Seven tourer.  It was a real pleasure to examine the more than 30 cars at 
the lunch stop and chat to their enthusiastic owners. We shall be back next year for sure.

Rod Mason
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Hawkes Bay Highlights
Sunday 5th of December we held our End of Year gathering at The Boyce’s residence in 
Hastings.  It was a lovely warm day and we had a good turnout of members.  The club 
provided a baked ham and members brought the food to go with it.  I am constantly 
amazed at how an unorganized potluck turns out to be a wonderful balanced meal.

We all enjoyed the food and the fellowship that went with it.
Ann Bowes

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Manawatu Meanderings
The Manawatu Branch events have involved travelling, food and socializing!  November 
was our Christmas meal out, this year at “The Portal” restaurant, a small venue attached 
to the Gateway Motel.  We were treated to a lovely roast meal with the traditional pavlova 
and steam pudding desert!  Yum…

For our end-of-year BBQ, we were again invited to the home of Peter & Charmayne 
Whitton in Wanganui.  We had a good turnout of members, good weather apart 
from a short sharp shower which did little to dampen the day.  Much food was eaten, 
much conversation was 
undertaken, gifts were 
exchanged, a great day 
was had by all.  Once 
again, many thanks to 
Peter & Charmayne for 
your hospitality.

Mike King
_________________________

Hilton, Des & Dave exchange words of great wisdom at Manawatu BBQ.
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NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is given of the Daimler & Lanchester Owners 
Club in New Zealand Annual General Meeting, to 
be held at Peppers Parehua, Martinborough at 
6pm on Saturday 16th April 2016.

Any remits or notices of motion must be in the 
hands of the Secretary before 1st March 2016.
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February 1976
Daimler Machine Shop – Heath Robinson

Timelines ...
Our club history from 5 decades of 
magazines ...
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March 1976
A Daimler First
It is not generally known that the first car to be fitted with a radio was a Daimler.  In 1922, the 
Marconiphone Company undertook experiments in conjunction with the Daimler Co, and the results 
were reasonably satisfactory, thanks largely to the silence of the car’s sleeve-valve engine.  The 
receiving apparatus used was a 6-valve set, five of the valves being high-frequency amplifiers and 
the other a rectifier.  The aerial was fitted on the roof of the car and constructed so it could be raised 
and lowered by means of a hand-wheel.
 The receiver was bedded in spongy rubber and mounted in a compartment immediately in front 
of the rear seats.  Control was by three levers and on the control panel was an indicating ‘pilot’ bulb 
to show the intensity of the filament lighting the valves.  In order to prevent interference from the 
ignition equipment, the magneto and generator were screened.  Two pairs of double earpieces and 
two single earpieces were employed enabling four persons to listen at once.
 After the Olympia Exhibition in 1922, radio equipped cars were taken north to the Scottish Show 
where it was found that transmission from London was too weak to be picked up in Glasgow.  The 
GPO registered a temporary transmitting station known as 2BP which was set up by the Marconi 
people, only to be dismantled when the show closed.  Like so many other Daimler inspired projects, 
this one was way ahead of its time and after a further development period during which public 
demand dwindled, car radio was dropped – not to be tried again until many years had elapsed.

February 1986
Graeme & Bev Terry were new Manawatu members.

March 1986
Spanner Sizes – or How Not to Bark Your Knuckles!
To get the answer to the size question is something of a drive into a minefield since it leads us, 
inevitably, into thread systems because spanners must fit bolt heads, the size of which is determined 
by the thread standard to which bolts are made.
 The 3 main spanner size systems used on British Cars are: WHITWORTH sizes which fit bolts 
having Whitworth or British Standards Fine (BSF) threads; UNIFIED sizes which fit bolts having 
Unified threads and also those with the earlier American SAE, ANF and .ANC threads; METRIC sizes 
which fit bolts sized in metric units.
 Whitworth spanner sizes always relate to the diameter of the shank of the bolt which, by today’s 
standards are coarse-threaded with heads of ample size.  BSF is a finer thread, for example a 
¼” Whitworth bolt will have 20 threads per inch and a BSF will have 26.  This fine thread gives 
more strength in steel but not when screwed into aluminium.  With the development of high-tensile 
steel BSF also allowed smaller bolts to be used.  “Auto size” heads were developed on Whitworth 
bolts; these employed heads one standard size smaller, for example a 5/16” diameter bolt having an 
auto size head would require a spanner marked ¼”W.  BSF sizes followed the Whitworth auto size 
standard, so a 5/16” BSF bolt will require a ¼”W spanner.  Whitworth spanners may often be dual-
marked e.g. ¼W 5/16BS.
 Up until 1950, Whitworth and BSF bolts were predominant on British cars.  At that time a move 
was made to bring British Standards in line with North American threads, which were generally 
known as coarse and fine SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers) also known as ANC (American 
National Coarse) and ANF (American National Fine).  SAE bolts differ from British sizes in their 
thread angle and head sizes.  A typical SAE spanner may be marked ½AF, 5/16SAE the AF marking 
stating the distance across the flats of the bolt head, the SAE being the bolt (or shank) diameter.
 When the new International Unified thread emerged it was similar to the American Standard.  
Normally SAE and Unified components can be used together but neither are compatible with BSF.  
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It is possible to screw together Whitworth and ANC and Unified Coarse components but this should 
be avoided because of the differences in thread angle.  Spanners for use with Unified bolts carry an 
AF size only.  Unified threads are UNC (coarse) and UNF (fine).  If your car has a mixture of Unified 
Standard bolts and BSF bolts perhaps a thread gauge could be of use, most car manufacturers 
have now all converted to metric standard bolts which use, of course, metric spanners marked to 
indicate the distance across the flats of the bolt heads.
 Well if that has left you only half as confused as I am, you can throw that old shifter away.  Happy 
motoring.

SERVICE BULLETINS
2½-ltr VB Saloons commencing chassis No.1A-3253. JANUARY 1964
INTRODUCTION OF DUAL DRIVE RANGE (D1/D2) on TYPE ‘35’ BORG WARNER AUTOMATIC 
TRANSMISSIONS.
With effect from the above chassis Number, a dual drive range is introduced.  The selector quadrant 
now reads P, R, N, D1, D2, L and forms a ready means of ascertaining whether the dual range type 
of transmission is fitted.
THE D1 RANGE: This is provided for use when the full performance of the car is required and when 
selected gives a first speed start with full throttle kickdown into second and first gears.
THE D2 RANGE: This is provided for use when full performance is not required or when the slippery 
road conditions prevail.  When selecting D2 gives a second gear start and full throttle kickdown into 
second gear only (i.e. First gear does not come into operation in the D2 range).
THE ‘L’ (Lockup) RANGE: This provides manual selection of second gear when desired and 
full throttle kickdown into first gear (when first gear has been engaged by use of the full throttle 
kickdown it will remain in engagement until the gear selector is moved to either the D1 or D2 
position).  Maximum braking for descending steep hills can now be obtained by kicking down into 
1st gear but in order to avoid wheelspin or over-revving of the engine this method of obtaining 1st 
gear should be confined to below approximately 20 mph (32 kph).
SP-250 Models. JULY 1962
IMPROVED DIAPHRAGM AND OPERATION OF THE SU PETROL PUMP.
The manufacturers have now produced an improved type of pump diaphragm incorporating a 
protective backing to improve reliability and to prevent leakage.  A modified rocker arm is also 
incorporated to reduce noise and both new components are interchangeable with the earlier types.
 Pumps incorporating these new features can be identified by the marking AUB-152 stamped on 
a small metal tag affixed to the pump body, and these new type pumps are fitted to all Daimler SP-
250 cars after chassis No.104018.
Alternator Shield – Daimler VB-250. JANUARY 1968
One or two cases have been brought to our notice where the mounting lugs for the alternator shield 
on Daimler VB-250 models have fractured due to fatigue.  Various complications can arise, if both 
lugs fracture at the same time and the shield becomes completely detached, therefore some action 
must be taken.
 For the present, all Distributors and Dealers are requested to ensure that the alternator shield is 
removed completely from every vehicle, as and when it comes in for service.  Until such time as we 
have been able to obtain adequate supplies of an improved alternator shield, these vehicles should 
be run without a shield and the owner warned of the danger of getting their fingers or clothing near 
the alternator fan.  As soon as supplies of an improved shield are available, you will be advised 
and can obtain these from our spares division in the normal way for fitting under the terms of our 
warranty.
 (Editor’s note: As far as I can determine, an improved shield never became available so this is 
the reason VB-250 owners do not have one fitted).
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Daimler V8 Saloon. DECEMBER 1966
BRAKE FLUID WARNING LIGHT INSULATION.
Commencing at chassis No.1A-10629, a rubber sleeve is fitted over the Brake Fluid Warning Light 
terminals.  This modification prevents the possibility of a short circuit with other fitments which may 
be adjacent.  The sleeve may, if desired, be fitted to cars prior to the above number.
 Disconnect the White and Red/Green cables connected to the warning light unit at the snap 
connectors in the main harness located behind the side facia panel.  Feed the cable through and 
slide the sleeve down until it covers the warning light terminals.  Reconnect the cables at the snap 
connectors.
Daimler VB Saloon. MAY 1963
INTRODUCTION OF BLEED POINT ON POWER-ASSISTED STEERING UNIT.
Commencing at chassis No.1A–1209, a bleed point is fitted in the top cover of the power steering 
box.  If a lumpy feeling on the lock is experienced, it will be necessary to slacken the plug half a 
turn to release air from the unit while the engine is running.  Always tighten the plug securely after 
bleeding the unit.

LANCHESTER BROTHERS
FREDERICK WILLIAM LANCHESTER (1868–1946)
Frederick W. Lanchester was the son of an architect.  He made Britain’s first four-wheeled petrol 
car of wholly native design in 1895, with the help of his brother George.  A small company was 
formed and production put in hand late in 1899.  Lanchester’s designs were always unique and 
ahead of their time; he was responsible for many innovations which became accepted some years 
later.  These include vibration less, fully balanced engine splined shafts, full-pressure lubrication, 
lightweight pistons, disc brakes, pre-selector semi-automatic gearbox, worm drive, the torsional 
vibration damper, the harmonic balancer and a lot more.  ‘Doctor Fred’ was also a pioneer authority 
and writer on aerodynamics, and for many years Consultant Engineer to the Daimler Co.

GEORGE HERBERT LANCHESTER (1874–1970)
George H. Lanchester was ‘Doctor Freds’ right hand man and production engineer in the early 
days.  Many of Frederick Lanchester’s innovations involved new manufacturing techniques, with 
new standards of accuracy, and it was ‘Mr Georges’ business to devise these methods.  The 
strained relations between Frederick and his directors led to his resignation in 1909, and George 
took his place as Chief Designer.  In consultation with Frederick he designed the 1910 38- and 25-
h.p. Lanchester models, and was solely responsible for the 1914 Sporting Forty, and postwar O.H.C. 
Forties, Twenty-Ones and Straight-Eights: he also designed the bodywork.  The financial crisis of 
1931 led to the Lanchester Co being taken over by Daimler, and George joined the Daimler design 
staff.  He then worked for Alvis until the Second World War.  He continued working as a consulting 
engineer until his eighty-eighth year.
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We are fortunate to have Peter & Charmayne’s 
home for the Manawatu BBQ.

Auckland members’ Christmas gathering.

Otago members out for breakfast at Pier 24, St 
Clair Beach.

The Wingfield family have a fetish for cars – 
Son Tony is making this MX5-based Exoset 
Rocket.

Manawatu had a good muster at our Christmas 
dinner.

Otago.  Some of the Daimler ladies taken after 
afternoon tea at Careys Bay Hotel.
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BRANCH NOMINATION FORM

FOR THE YEAR 2016–2017

I hereby nominate (Name in Capitals)  ............................................................................

for the position of  ..............................................................  on our Branch Committee

of the Daimler & Lanchester Owners’ Club in New Zealand Inc.

Proposed by (Name in Capitals)  ...................................................................................

 Signature:  ..................................................................................

Seconded by (Name in Capitals)  ..................................................................................

 Signature:  ..................................................................................

 Nominee’s Signature:  ..................................................................................

Closing date for receipt of Nominations – 29th FEBRUARY 2016

Completed forms should be returned to your

Branch Secretary

(Please refer to the Magazine Branch Directory for Postal Address)



NOMINATION FORM for the NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

FOR THE YEAR 2016–2017

I hereby nominate (Name in Capitals)  ............................................................................

for the position of  ..............................................................  on the National Executive

of the Daimler & Lanchester Owners’ Club in New Zealand Inc.

Proposed by (Name in Capitals)  ...................................................................................

 Signature:  ..................................................................................

Seconded by (Name in Capitals)  ..................................................................................

 Signature:  ..................................................................................

 Nominee’s Signature:  ..................................................................................

Closing date for receipt of Nominations – 29th FEBRUARY 2016

Completed forms should be posted to

The National Secretary
21 Millar Street

Palmerston North 4410
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March 1996
Shane Gibson was a new member in Wellington.  Shane is now the member responsible for hosting 
& maintaining our website.  Thank you Shane!

February 2006
An interesting extract from St John C. Nixon’s 1946 book on the development and testing of the 
sleeve valve engine.

Silent Knight – The Daimler Sleeve Valve Engine
Condensed from “Daimler 1896–1946” (St John C. Nixon)

Charles Y. Wright was a young American agriculturist, who in 1901, became interested in Motor 
Cars.  He considered the chief weakness of the petrol engine to be the noise it made.  In those 
days, engine designers paid more attention to their engines doing things rather than the manner 
in which they did them.  Provided the cam struck the bottom of the valve tappet and opened it was 
good enough, if it made a noise doing so, so be it, as long as it worked.  Knight was not impressed 
with this theory.  He could not see how a cam striking a valve tappet at any speed could ever be 
made to be a silent operation.
 After studying all technical works dealing with the internal combustion engine, he came 
into contact with a mechanic named L.B. Kilbourne.  They carried out experimental work with a 
plan to open and close ports at the top of the cylinder using an additional inverted piston which 
reciprocated 1½ inches, and sliding cut-offs in either side of the cylinder to time the closing of the 
exhaust and opening of the inlet.  The complexity of this principle produced more noise than the 
poppet valve engine, then an idea came to him.  Why not a cylinder within a cylinder?  Instead 
of moving the heavy walls of a water jacket, why not employ cast iron liners the full length of the 
cylinder.  These would be moved up and down over the inverted piston, using a wide ring on the 
bottom of the later to cover the ports at the time of compression and explosion?  Experimental 
work started in August 1903, the first model operating successfully through the use of only one 
sleeve, but the gear necessary to give the proper motion was too complicated to be quiet.  This 
gave way later to two sleeves operated by an eccentric shaft.
 In the summer of 1904 Knight and Kilbourne produced a four cylinder engine with a bore 
of 3½ inches and stroke of 4 inches.  This was fitted to a Panhard type car and driven for many 
thousands of miles without trouble.
 A mutual friend brought the Knight sleeve valve engine to the attention of Daimler, and a car 
was shipped to England for evaluation.  The Company was very impressed with the design but 
it was obvious that at the moment, its construction was far from perfect.  Eventually, after much 
experimental work, the Company acquired an option on the exclusive rights of manufacture in 
the United Kingdom, together with the rights to export world-wide.  The old type of Poppet valve 
engine was finally abandoned in favour of the Daimler Knight Sleeve valve engine.
 No sooner was its valve system made known than it was assailed from all quarters.  Hardly 
anyone had a good word to say for it.  How were the upper sections of the sleeves going to be 
lubricated?  What was going to happen if it was accidentally run without oil or overheated owing 
to lack of water?  The exhaust ports were going to burn and great damage caused.  Lectures 
were held on the ‘Silent Knight’ engines, one of the most interesting of which was given by Knight 
himself during October of 1908 to members of the R.A.C.  Although all this controversy certainly 
drew attention to the Knight engine, it could scarcely be regarded as an advertisement.
 It was decided, therefore, that a test should be carried out, which in point of severity would 
far surpass anything to which an internal combustion engine had ever before been submitted!  
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It consisted of running two Knight engines continuously for 132 hours under close observation 
of the R.A.C.  They were then to be removed and installed into two Daimler cars complete with 
five-seater bodies, which were to be driven under their own power from Coventry to Brooklands 
for a further test of 2000 miles.  They were then to return to Coventry where the engines would be 
removed and once again put on the test bench for another five hours brake horsepower test.  Then 
they were to be dismantled so that their condition could be seen after the gruelling they had had, 
and a full report given to R.A.C. engineers.
 The two engines selected were a 38 and a 22 h.p. having a bore and stroke of 124 x 130 and 
96 x 130 respectively.  They were bolted down to the test bench close together in one of the large 
engine testing shops at the Daimler Works.  This section of the shop was railed off and was under 
the sole charge and observation of the R.A.C. officials from the start of the test to the finish.  The 
observers kept watch day and night just as on board a ship, and periodically tested the revolution 
counters and spring balances to ensure that the engines were always running under full load.
 Both engines were started up at 6:00am on Monday 22nd March 1909, and each completed 
the 132 hours on the following Saturday evening.  To appreciate more clearly the severity of the 
test, if the larger engine had been driving a car during the whole time, with the standard gear 
ratios, a distance of 8252 miles would have been covered at a mean speed of 43.45 m.p.h.  The 
smaller engine would have covered 8830 miles at 48.4 m.p.h.  The disparity in speed and distance 
between these results is attributable to the higher rate of revolutions of the smaller engine.

DETAILS OF THE 38 H.P. ENGINE

First Bench Test
The speed of the engine was 1200 rpm, giving a limit of 50 h.p. below which it was at no time to 
fall.  The duration of the test was 5 days 14 hours and 56 minutes or 134½ hours.  There were no 
stops incurring penalties.  There were 5 stops totalling 1 hour and 56 minutes without penalty 
under rule 6(2).  The load was eased for 19 minutes for brake adjustments but the engine was not 
stopped.  Average horsepower recorded was 54.3 Petrol consumed was 614.75 gallons, equal to 
.679 pints per horsepower hour.

Running Test
On completing the first test, the engine was removed from the bench and fitted, under observation, 
to the chassis without any vital parts being disturbed.  A standard 4-seater body was fitted and 
the car proceeded from Coventry to Weybridge – 112 miles.  The average weight of the car and 
passengers was 4085 lbs or 1ton 13 cwt 3qts and 25 lbs!  The runs on Brooklands track amounted 
to 1930.5 miles at an average speed of 42.4.mph.  The average weight of car and passengers was 
3805 lbs.  A distance of 5 miles was traversed in running to and from the car headquarters and 
the track, and with the return to Coventry made a total of 2159.5 miles.  The petrol consumption 
on the track was 20.57 mpg and on the road 19.48 mpg.  The ton-miles per gallon were 34.94 on 
the track and 35.97 on the road!

Final Bench Test
On arrival at Coventry, the engine was replaced on the test bench and run for 5 hours 15 minutes 
during which there were no stoppages of any description; the load was eased for 15 minutes for 
brake adjustments.  Average horsepower recorded 57.25.  Petrol consumed 22.5 gallons .599 
pints per h.p. hour.  The Judges append the following remarks to their certificate: ‘The engine 
was completely dismantled, and no perceptible wear was noticeable on any of the fitted surfaces.  
The cylinders and pistons were found to be notably clean.  The only visible wear in any part, 
was caused by two joint pins rubbing against adjacent parts.  The ports of the valves showed no 
burning or wear.’
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DAIMLER LIGHT 15 LATE 1930s

The car is parked on a 
quay, with two ships, the 
nearer of them the ocean 
liner Aquitania, in the 
foreground.

DETAILS OF THE 22 H.P. ENGINE

First Bench Test
The speed of the engine was 1400 rpm giving a limit of 35.3 h.p.  The duration of the test was 
5 days 12 hours 58 minutes or 132 hours and 58 minutes.  There were no stoppages incurring 
penalty.  There were 2 stops of 17 minutes which did not incur penalty.  The load was eased for 41 
minutes for brake adjustments but the engine was not stopped.  Average h.p. was 38.83.  Petrol 
consumed was 476.5 gallons or .739 per h.p. hour.

Running Test
The conditions were the same as for the 38 h.p. car test but with the following results.  Average 
weight of car and passengers on the road, 3612.5 lbs or 1ton 12 cwt 28½ lbs and on the track 
3332.5 lbs.  Distance covered on Brooklands track 1914.1 miles.  Average speed 41.SSmph.  
Petrol consumption on the track was 22.44 mpg and on the road 19.48 mpg.  The ton-miles per 
gallon were 33.37 on the track and 31.19 on the road.  Total mileage was 2243.1.

Final Bench Test
Duration, 5 hours·and 2 minutes.  There were no stoppages of any description, the load was 
eased for 1 minute.  Average horsepower recorded 38.96.  Petrol consumed, 18.25 gallons .749 
pints per h.p. hour.  The Judges append the following remarks to their certificate: ‘The engine was 
completely dismantled, and no perceptible wear was noticeable on any of the fitted surfaces.  The 
cylinders and pistons were found to be notably clean.  The ports of the valves showed no signs 
of burning or wear.’
 And so began and ended a test which even today would tax the capabilities of many petrol 
driven engines.
(Remember, this was 1909 and the book was written in 1946!)
________________________________________________________________________________________
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THE FIRST AUTOMOBILE CLUB
(NZ Herald, 6 June 1903)

The first automobile club in New Zealand has been formed with a membership of 13, 
and will be known as the Auckland Automobile Association.  It has as its first president 
Dr A Challinor Purchas.  A committee of six influential gentlemen meet on Wednesday 
evening next (June 10) to discuss and frame the rules and regulations of the association.  
Saturday afternoon and week-end runs will be features of the association ...

The speed attainable on these already mentioned ears is from a “crawl” to 38 miles 
per hour on the level, but the roads in and about Auckland are not in a fit state to run 
any car on at more than from 20 to 25 miles per hour.  Even that is too much on some 
so-called “good” country roads.  On Prince of Wales’ Birthday a few members of the 
association ran out to Onehunga, through to Panmure, then by Wellington Park into 
Remuera, and home.  Luncheon was partaken of at Panmure, and photographs of the 
cars and occupants were taken.  On Saturday last (May 30) a run to Sylvia Park and home 
took place.  At Sylvia Park the members were again photographed.

As far as possible, the Auckland Automobile Association will be run on similar lines 
and with the same rules as the Automobile Club of Great Britain.  The association will 
affiliate with the American, French, German, and Italian Automobile Clubs, and interclub 
news, items and views will be exchanged...

Today members of the association are requested to meet as notified by letter, and 
run to St Heliers Bay via Panmure.

Images from NZ Graphic 5 November 1904 
– opening run that year for the Auckland 
Automobile Association.

Articles of Interest ...
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Auckland Weekly News, 29 January 1914, AWNS-19140129-50-5, Sir George Grey Special Collections, Auckland Libraries
After car met tree in Grafton Road.

Auckland Weekly News, 13 March 1913, AWNS-19130313-12-7, Sir George Grey Special Collections
Timespanner.
I suspect that this is the 30-seater Daimler “car” used by George Henning to convey sight-seers from the 
GPO to Cornwall Park, via Mt Eden for a fare per head of 2/6 in May 1913.
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90-017/97, Picture Wairarapa, Masterton Library
Daimler bus, used during the Auckland Exhibition period of 1913-1914 to convey passengers to and from 
Titirangi. Later ended up down country.

1920s.  A pre-1920 touring Daimler automobile with a full load of passengers has stopped along Park Road 
in Titirangi.  The driver has stepped out of the vehicle and is bending over attending to something out in 
front.  The car is beside a rustic wooden fence bordering an area of tree ferns and light bush vegetation.
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ANTIFREEZE, A WARNING
(The Driving Member, Vol 46, No 11, p7)

Reproduced from the Federation of British Historic Vehicles Website:
Technology moves forward and new products are constantly being launched with claims to 
improved formulations and performance.  With the recent bitterly cold weather in January 
antifreeze has been in the head lines, with some alarming stories which at first seem to be about 
the well-known tendency of antifreeze to find the tiniest hole and cause leakages – but in these 
cases it has led to catastrophic engine problems.

Traditional blue ethylene glycol is a toxic but highly effective antifreeze and contains silicates 
as an inhibitor to help prevent corrosion in an engine with mixed metals in its make-up.  Bluecol 
and Blue Star are well known brand names and both of these are declared suitable for ‘classic 
cars’ on their company websites.  Be aware that there are also low- or no-silicate ethylene glycol 
formulations (usually red) available which may not be suitable for all engines.

Propylene glycol is another well-known and less toxic antifreeze formula and usually 
contains silicates but Comma, the main manufacturer, have now discontinued it in favour of an 
ethylene glycol product containing ‘bittering agents’ to make it less palatable and minimise the 
risk of accidental poisoning.

Both of the above products use inorganic additive technology (IAT).  Recently problems have 
been reported concerning the use of antifreeze mixtures using organic acid technology (OAT), 
OAT was introduced in the mid-1990s and the products are biodegradable, recyclable and do 
not contain either silicates or phosphates and are designed to be longer lasting.  However these 
products do seem to cause problems in older engines; over and above the ability of antifreeze 
to find the smallest crevice and leak, OAT antifreezes have been accused of destroying seals and 
gaskets and causing a great deal of damage in ‘old’ engines.  For this reason the manufacturers 
do not recommend their use in historic vehicles.  These products are usually coloured red, pink 
or orange.

The final category is HOAT.  These products use hybrid organic acid technology in an 
ethylene glycol base with some silicates in the formulation alongside the organic corrosion 
inhibitors.  The product is usually coloured green and are not recommended for use in historic 
vehicles.

The Federation are still researching this problem but our advice at the moment is:
• only use blue coloured IAT antifreeze in historic vehicles;
• only use OAT products (‘advanced’ or ‘long life’ antifreeze) if the vehicle used it when new 

and if specifically directed by the vehicle’s manufacturer;
• never mix different types of antifreeze without thoroughly flushing out the system;
• always replace the coolant within the time scale specified by the antifreeze manufacturer as 

the corrosion inhibitors break down over time.
Addendum

In the article above, we said ‘Bluecol and Blue Star are well known brand names and both of 
these are declared suitable for classic cars’.  Perhaps we should clarify that we were referring to 
the traditional blue coloured Bluecol – but the company also sell a red coloured Organic Acid 
Technology (OAT) product suitable only for modern cars, not classics.  Even more confusingly, 
there is also Bluecol U which marketed as a universal top up and not an antifreeze product with 
which you would fill the whole tank.  The manufacturer has assured us that this is suitable for 
historic vehicles.  It has also been brought to our attention that Halford’s sell a blue-coloured 
‘Advanced’ antifreeze which has a label containing the phrase: ‘Older vehicles can further 
benefit...’ but on further examination it was discovered that this product does indeed contain 
OAT and therefore cannot be recommended for historic engines.

Our postbag has also been swelled by correspondence relating to the extremely poisonous 
nature of ethylene glycol, indeed the Cats’ Protection League have gone so far as to start an 
on-line petition to highlight the danger to small animals accidentally ingesting tiny quantities 
of the product.  Propylene glycol is much safer and one of our new trade supporters, AAA 
Solutions Ltd, is about to launch a propylene glycol-based antifreeze specifically aimed at 
historic vehicles.

It does remain a rather confused picture, but the important facts to remember for historic 
vehicle owners are: use only Inorganic Additive Technology (IAT) products according to the 
manufacturers’ instructions and take great care with any liquid containing ethylene glycol.
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Auckland
February 7
Galaxy of Cars

February 14
Ellerslie Concours.
For these above two events please advise Bryan if attending and he will get you the 
tickets (looking for 10–12 cars for both events)

March 6
Brit European Car Show – Lloyd Ellsmore Park Howick – this is a new show.
Park by 9am to 3pm please replay to email if attending.

March 20
Auckland AGM will be held at La Fois Gardens, meeting first, the Club is providing Lunch 
for those attending the meeting.

April 15 to 17
National AGM and Mini Rally in Martinborough see magazine for details.

May
Ever wanted to be a seagull?  Heading to Thames Seagulls Shop, Museum, Winery and 
lunch all packed into 1 day.
Meet BP Service Centre SH1 Papakura at 9:15 for 9:30 departure.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Waikato BOP
Sunday 14 February
Morrinsville Motorama Car Show and Swapmeet.
9am start.  If members are interested in attending please advise me at 07-887-5188 no later 
than Thurs 11th and we will arrange to meet to enable our cars to arrive on site together.

Sunday 20 March
Branch AGM.
To be held at the Conference Room in the Classic Car Museum at Rifle Range Rd, Frankton, 
Hamilton, commencing at 10.30 am.  Morning tea provided.
Afterwards members can have lunch at the Museum Diner and enjoy the car exhibits in 
the Museum at their leisure.
It is important we have a good turnout as our Branch is struggling to survive with poor 
attendance at Club events.  If the response to this AGM is again low our future is at best 
uncertain.
Rod Mason

Hitting the Road ...
Daimler Events Diary
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Hawkes Bay
January 31
A coffee outing will be organised.

February 21
Local run in the Napier area. Details in the mail.

March 6
HB AGM to be held at the Bowes Residence.
11.00am for the meeting and then experience our BBQ, with meat provided by the club 
and the usual salads etc to share.  Numbers or apologies to Ann Bowes, 835-8469 by 1st 
March.

March 13
Wheels on Windsor.  We are looking for a good response to this car show where we have 
the Daimler stand.
Bring chairs and a picnic lunch and enjoy a lovely social day.

April – Date to be confirmed.
25th Anniversary Dinner for the British and European Car Club Watch the mail for 
information as this will be a good event with an interesting speaker.

April 17
Back Country Run details will be posted.

May 15
Timed run.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Manawatu
January 31
Dannevirke Wheels with Attitude.

February 14
Wellington British Car Day.
March 6
Southward Museum open day.

March 13
Hawkes Bay British & European Car Day

March 20
Manawatu AGM & Gymkana.  The Branch AGM will be at Pauline Goodliffe’s home in 
Greens Road at 11am followed by BYO BBQ lunch.  The Gymkana will follow, this year 
being conducted by the Rover club.

March 27
Wanganui Rotary Classic Car Day.

April 15–17
National AGM & Mini Rally Wairarapa.  Bookings for accommodation are filling fast, book 
now to avoid disappointment!
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Otago
February 14
An invitation by the Jaguar Club. An visit to the historic Teviot Wool Shed on the Butlers 
Farm. Bring your own lunch.
For further information please call Winston Wingfield 03-476-2323.
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Members are welcome to use this space free of charge.
Forward details to Mike King before 10th of the month of publication.

Name Badges
These are available from Waikato BOP Branch. Cost is $21 each, contact Paul Edginton, 
pledginton@gmail.com.

For Sale
Daimler Majestic X300 LWB 4.0 1996.
Ex Singapore 2001, current owner September 2012. 98000Km’s.
Colour Pearl Jade Green. All new Maxxis tyres @ 90000Km’s, all belts and hoses 
replaced, front wheel bearings, brake pads replaced, shock absorber bushes replaced.
This flagship model with all the bells and whistles has been maintained in overall 
immaculate condition.
Price $10,500, contact Mike Boyce, Hawkes Bay, 06-878-9071.

Daimler V8 parts for sale.
V8 heads, very minor corrosion, no welding required, $600 pair (hard to find in this 
condition)
Exhaust manifolds excellent condition.  $80 pair.
Radiator fan shroud perfect condition with loom clips.  $50.
Distributor including cap.  $50.
Inlet manifold  $50.
Contact Murray Hutchins, Hastings, 021-767-065

Daimler Conquest 1953.  Silver over Blue, a very nice example.  This has been a 
concours winning car several times over the years.  Has just had major engine work 
completed, asking $10,000 or near offer.
Contact Alex Meikle in Dunedin, 03-454-4786.

Wanted
Daimler Majestic Major wanted by new enthusiastic member. Contact Rodney 
Wells in Southbridge, ph. 03-324-2614, or email margaretpiper@clear.net.nz with 
information.

Daimler Century front bumper over-rider fog light mount brackets. 
Phone 06-836-6322after 6pm or 027-366-1117, rj.jabennett@xtra.co.nz

Members’ Market ...



 28 IN NEW ZEALAND INC

A Daimler Conquest petrol cap.
Phone Rod Mason at 07 887 5188 if you can help.

Parts for Mk2 Jaguar.
“A” post chrome finisher LH & RH.
“B” post chrome finisher LH & RH.
Chrome centre bar on grill, holding the round Jaguar badge.
4x door check arms and pins.
Console ashtray handle & growler (original)
Contact new member Samuel Chuffart, samuel@chuffartdesign.com, or phone 
04-479-2072, 021-179-6598.

A request from Laurence Jones, DLOCUK.
One of our members has a Barker Special Sports and is seeking a pair of door window 
mechanisms. Contact laurence@birkenshaw.org

Lucas DR3 wiper motor for Daimler V8. Contact Paul Edginton, 07-549-4569
____________________________________________________________________

ENGLISH IN THE FUTURE
Directors at Daimler Benz and Chrysler have announced an agreement to adopt 
English as the preferred language for communications, rather than German, which 
was another possibility.
As part of the negotiations, directors at Chrysler conceded that English spelling has 
some room for improvement and have accepted a five-year phase-in plan. In the first 
year, “s” will be used instead of the soft “c”. Also, the hard “c” will be replased with “k”. 
Not only will this klear up konfusion, but komputers have one less letter.
There will be growing kompany enthusiasm in the sekond year when the troublesome 
“ph” will be replased by “f”. This will make words like “fotograf” 20 persent shorter.
In the third year, DaimlerKhrysler akseptanse of the new spelling kan be expekted to 
reash the stage where more komplikated shanges are possible.
DaimlerKhrysler will enkourage the removal of double letters, whish have always ben 
a deterent to akurate speling. Also, al wil agre that the horible mes of silent “e”’s in the 
languag is disgrasful, and they would go.
By the fourth year, peopl wil be reseptiv to steps sush as replasing “th” with “z” and 
“w” by “v”.
During ze fifz year, ze unesesary “o” kan be droped from vords kontaining “o”, and 
similar shanges vud of kors be aplid to ozer kombinations of leters.
After zis fifz yer, ve vil hav a reli sensibl riten styl. Zer vil be no mor trubls or difikultis, 
and employes vil find it ezi to kommunikat viz eash ozer.
Ov kors al supliers vil be expekted to us zis for all busines komunikation via 
DaimlerKhrysler.
Ze drem vil finali kum tru.
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