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Attention All Club Members
We can now advise that we now have stocks of Daimle r Jacket Badges, “D” Key Rings and 
our Daimler & Lanchester Owners Club in N.Z. Custom Grille Badge.

You will see from the photo that the Grille Badge has been reproduced from our original 
Die but has been cast in a lighter Alloy (originally Brass), with a Chrome Enamelled Centre 
section as opposed to the earlier Resin finish, some of which were subject to crazing and 
fading over the years of exposure to the elements.

The unit cost, including postage is
• $6.60 for either the Jacket Badge or Key Ring 
• $55.00 for the Grille Badge.

Please forward your requirements and cheque to:-
DLOC in NZ 
Peter Mackie
PO Box 8446
Havelock North 4157



 2 IN NEW ZEALAND INC

Hello Members

Where has the year gone?  It only seems like yesterday we were in Dunedin enjoying 
each other’s company at the Rally.  Your committee is now in the planning phase for our 
next Mini Rally and AGM.  This will be held in the South Wairarapa.  A committee has 
been formed and is beginning the planning for this event.

The South Wairarapa and in particular Martinborough has become a popular with 
destination many different events happening each year.  Toast Martinborough is 
a wine and food tasting event that happens each year in November.  Approximately 
10,000 people descend on Martinborough for a fun day of wine, food and music.  The 
Martinborough Fairs happen on the first Saturday each February and March.  It is 
estimated that 30,000 or so people arrive in the town square to enjoy the atmosphere 
of hundreds of craft and food stalls.  Cruise Martinborough is happening for the second 
time in January.  This is a four day event of cruising, live music and entertainment for 
owners of Caravans and modern American vehicles, other classics, hot rods and muscle 
cars.  Around the vines, is an event where 5000 or so people dress up and walk or run 
through several vineyards and this is a very successful fund raiser for the local school.  
There are other activities that occur throughout the year involving vintage car runs, 
cycling and motor cycle events, wine trails and coastal scenic tours.  As you can see 
there is plenty to do and see in our neck of the woods.  Our mini rally will showcase the 
best of the South Wairarapa and Martinborough.  There will be plenty to see and do for 
members attending our AGM and Rally.

Maree and I were very pleased to host the Manawatu Branch trip to visit our place in 
September to view my collection of Daimlers and other great treasures (Maree would call 
it junk)!  We had a great day.  The week earlier we had the Wellington Classic Motorcycle 
club visit to look at my toys and it was great to see some beautiful old motorbikes 
restored and being used.  The Wairarapa is only an hour’s drive from Wellington and it’s 
a good run over the Rimutukas to the open Wairarapa plains.

Restoration of my treasures has taken a back seat the last month or so, the last big 
competed project being the restoration of the Drophead.  The Lanchester Leder project 
is running a little behind schedule.  Our typical spring weather has been providing 
constant changes from very wet, hot, cold and sometimes all together on the same day.  
I think this does have an effect on the motivation to get out and “do it” at times.

Take care and happy motoring
Dave Patten

From the Driver’s Seat ...
A Message from your National President
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Welcome to our new members this month.
• Geoff and Bridget Edwards, Christchurch, have purchased the Lanchester 40 1925 

“Big Ben”.  Manawatu members will recall visiting this unique and significant vehicle 
in Turakina a couple of years ago.  We are indeed fortunate that it has remained in 
New Zealand.  They also have a collection of other interesting vehicles.

• Steve McClure Waipu has a Series 3 Sovereign.
• Rodney Wells in Southbridge Canterbury, he has a Jaguar X Type and a 1974 Rolls 

Royce.  Rodney has fond memories of a family Lanchester Leda, but he has always 
harboured a desire for a Majestic Major.  If you have one, or know of one for sale, you 
can contact Rodney on 03-324-2614.

• Peter Jacob of Levin is restoring a Daimler Series 1.

In last month’s “Timelines”, Philip and Particia Kerr were recalled as being new members 
in 1995.  Sadly, on the 26th of August, Philip passed away.  It was only when I read the 
news that I realised Phil’s former role was as a key figure in the formative years of the 
McLaren motor racing team.  He was a manager at Jack Brabham’s for a time before 
becoming manager and race director at McLarens.  Our condolences go out to Particia 
and family.

Next year’s AGM and Mini Rally is tentatively being planed to be held in the South 
Wairarapa in April. This is accessible to both North and South Island members and is the 
home territory of our National President. There is much to see & do in this area, details to 
follow, we would like to see you there!

Martin Walker has a club Facebook page, if you have photos or any information you 
would like included, Martin would like to hear from you.

I still have a couple of DLOCUK 50 year anniversary books left.  This is a great 
publication, lots of photos and historic information.  $55 plus $10 for postage if you 
would like one.

I was surprised and saddened to hear of the winding up of the Wellington Daimler 
Enthusiasts Club.  It would appear that the enthusiasm deserted members with insufficient 
numbers to take on the roles of office bearers.  I must say that it always appeared to me 
to be a well run organisation and held interesting events.  We extended an invitation to 
their members to join us at a recent outing in Wairarapa with several attending.

Daylight saving is now with us, I do enjoy the longer days, more time to enjoy your 
Daimler and all those outdoor activities.

Mike King

Getting up to Speed ...
A Word from your National Secretary
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Auckland Amblings
Brick Bay Winery and Sculpture Garden Visit – 
September
The weather forecast was rain, rain and more 
rain, it never rains on Auckland Daimler run, woke 
to rain, but then the sun came out.  Meeting at 
Albany carpark, still fine, headed off and shower 
came through, headed north to Warkworth to 
RAIN.  OMG!!!!!

From Warkworth to Brick Bay, heavy rain.  The 
good news, the 3 V8s, Alvis, XJ40, and 2008 V8 all arrived 
safely and possibly testing out the waterproofing.  Ron 
and Pam drive the short distance to meet us at the 
Vineyard.  18 people soon seated and options for main 
of Salad or Pulled Pork or Steak sandwiches, or Salmon 
or Beef Cheeks dishes followed the bread.  Josh quickly 
demolished the Salmon, and there were happy content 

faces around 
the tables.  The 
restaurant staff 
where very 
obliging and 
altered dishes 
to suit and 
made the visit 
very enjoyable.

Round the Bazaars ...
Daimlers on the Run
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The plan was all to go on the 
Sculpture Garden walk, but due 
to the weather, a quick survey 
found 1/3 said yes and the rest 
swapped that for tea/coffee and 
dessert platters.  Wine list had Mulled wine on it, just what 
was needed on a wet day, YUM!  I can’t comment on the 

dessert menu, but the walk was enjoyable and not too wet.  On the return we saw the 
members had disappeared to the carpark and were ready to head home.  Yes we had 
rain, half the way back to Auckland.

Martin
Auckland invades the Waikato again!!!
Saturday rain, but clearing, Sunday fine with 
shattered showers, was the forecast.

So Saturday morning only one thing for 
it, get the V8 out when fine and go fill it up.  
As leaving the service station, the rain came 
down, one more stop before home and it 
didn’t stop.  Straight into the garage and wait 
for Sunday.  Never should have worried, the 
sun was out, and off to the start (someone 
really does like to see Daimlers out).  Nearing 
our usually starting point for southern runs, 
we passed Bryan and then caught up to the 
Penmans and Powells.

Already waiting was Peter and his sister, 
and one of our newer members, Michael and 
his son Jack for their first run.  With others 
joining soon after making 16 people and 
7 cars for the drive south to Firth Tower in 
Matamata.  Hitting the Bombay hills it looked 
like rain clouds but was fog, which burned off.

A hour and a half of highway speeds, and line of Daimlers (and Jaguar and Alvis 
intermixed) soon got us to Firth Tower, to a very excited manager of the museum, who 
rushed out to see if we were going to visit or just loiter in the carpark.  She has been 
there for 2 and a bit months and seemed very keen to tell us a brief history of the place 
and the family.  Also the future plans they have for the site, running school visits and 
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showing historical ways to do the washing and making butter.  14 buildings on the site, 
the original tower and a replacement house (first one burnt down), a couple of barns, 
an original school, church, post office and the local art and crafts, and model railway 
club, with a new barn out the back with period farming equipment.  I made the mistake 
of thinking an hour was going to be enough time to investigate, so needed to call the 
café in Morrinsville and say, yes we are coming but will be 15 mins late (ok we got there 
30 mins late).  The back road from Matamata to Morrinsville that we travelled, had 
something that Daimlers like to exercise on, a long straight but with a few bumps and no 
other traffic on them.  I heard the word spirited driving being mentioned, not sure who 
that was referred too.  Innocent until proven guilty.

Lunch was at the Crazee Cow, where the walls had photos on it for sale and an 
interesting menu, that everyone soon found a dish to suit.  Service was quick,  and the 
meals good.

I had plotted the run back to SH1, via Tahuna and Ohinewai, so hopefully no one got 
lost, again some nice roads for a country drive.  So after leaving home at 9am and getting 
home at 4pm, with around 9 gallons of petrol being devoured (yes my V8 has the feature 
when you get to ¼ tank, the fuel light flashes, and it did as we cornered near home).

I would like to say thank you to the members who ventured out for a winter Sunday 
drive and a really big thank you for the weather (a quick shower of rain when we were 
nearly home).

Martin
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Waikato BOP Wanderings
Sat 12 Sept
Our day out at the Paeroa Antique Fair and Car Show was a great success.  Two Centurys 
and two V8-250 represented our Branch.

We were part of the street parade and later parked up together in the street display.  
There were some beautiful cars and our Club member John Raynor left his 420 Daimler 
at home and brought his fabulous 1946 Cadillac Fastback Coupe.  He was pleased he did 
as it won “Best of Show” ahead of the 150 or so cars and he received a $50 voucher prize 
to a local hostelry.  We enjoyed a great day and can recommend this event to members 
in the future.

Rod Mason
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Hawkes Bay Highlights
Night Time Navigation Run With the HB British & European Car Club Held July 18
This run was once again leaving the Boyce’s garage and returning there for a shared 
evening meal and socialising.  It was a wet and cool morning in normally sunny Hastings 
this Saturday, but as if the Boyce’s were able to direct the weather, on cue the rain 
stopped and the sun shone.

The flyer mailed out prior to this event alluded to the fact that the list of “necessaries” 
for the navigator and the driver were important to bring, along with your contribution 
to the meal.

True to her word Robyn presented participants with a score sheet and sure enough 
those items listed on the flyer were worth valuable marks.  Participants’ brains were put 
to the test, adding points for various reasons and subtracting points for others in an 
attempt to find an overall winner.  After all there was a trophy to be won.  The run itself 
was undertaken at dusk and as darkness would fall along the way it was deemed too 
dangerous to be looking for objects or sign posts.

After a run out through the country side to the Tuki Tuki valley and back around the 
outskirts of Havelock North everyone arrived back to Boyce’s garage safe and sound to 
be rewarded with a glass of mulled wine and to find many more members had arrived to 
take part in the second part of the evening. 

A sumptuous shared winter style meal was enjoyed by around 30 folk and at the end 
of the evening when points (varying from minus 1250 to plus 438) had been tallied the 
Trophy was awarded to Chris and Bernard Murphy in their Spit Fire and of course that 
-1250 just had to get a booby prize.

Robyn
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Manawatu Meanderings
The Manawatu mid-year dinner was 
to be held on the 21st of June but was 
cancelled due to lack of numbers.  
This turned out to be fortuitous 
due to very heavy rain closing many 
Manawatu roads.  We rescheduled 
to the 26th July at the Church Café 
in Sanson.  We had a lovely sunny 
day, 24 members enjoyed lunch 
together, followed by an invitation 
to Pauline Goodliffe’s residence in 
Greens Road.  This was to be for 
coffee, but we were amazed to find 
Pauline, in her customary manner, 
provided all manner of delectable 
treats.  The open fire was blazing, the atmosphere convivial, another enjoyable day with 
friends, thank you Pauline.

The sumptuous afternoon tea at Pauline’s home.
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We had a mid-week outing in August, this time to lunch 
in Apiti.  The old Hotel has recently been re-opened, so 
we booked in for lunch.  The weather was once again kind 
to us, a brisk but sunny day, the Pohangina Valley was a 
picture after recent snow in the hills.  An excellent meal 
was enjoyed by all, after which we returned home via 
Kimbolton and Feilding.

Our September event was special, a trip to the sunny 
South Wairarapa to catch up with President Dave Patten’s 
extensive collection of cars!  We had 32 members 
from Manawatu and Wellington areas converge on 
Martinborough for lunch at the Village Café.  Dave 
and Maree have a few acres just on the outskirts of 
Martinborough, lots of space for the expansion required 
for an avid collector of things automotive!  Dave is slowly 
building up a wide variety of cars, many of which are projects, others comprise sacrificial 
parts cars.  There is an almost complete range of 50’s–60’s large Daimlers, Regency, 104, 
and several Majestic Majors (most of these require extensive work).  Others include an 
almost completed magnificent DB18, Special Sport, Consorts, Conquests including a 
recently completed rare model Drophead Coupe, V8’s Sovereign, XJ6, XJ40 and X300 
V12 Century.  A Lanchester Leda in unrestored and original condition just requires minor 
work to make roadworthy again.

Manawatu mid week lunch at 
Apiti.
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Dave also gave us a look at his Hubcap manufacturing processes which he dispatches 
nationally and internationally.  The comment was made that he will need to live until 
he is about 200 to complete all his projects!  If you want something done, ask a busy 
person…….

Thank you Dave for sharing your toys and your hospitality.
Mike King
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October 1985
A Visit To Daimler
(This article first appeared in ‘Motor Sport’ in 1966 and is a review of a visit to the Daimler Works in 
Coventry.)

Since Jaguar acquired Daimler, a complete re-organisation of production arrangements has been 
made, to increase efficiency and provide space for the construction of some 600 cars each week.  
Of this output, the 2½-ltr Daimler accounts for about 100 while the Majestic Majors represent but 
ten a week.  The remainder are various models of the Jaguar marque.  Both Daimler and Jaguar 
engines are now built up in the old Daimler shops where rows of machine tools, in closely-serried 
ranks are redolent of an older regime although the spaciousness and lighting of the factory compare 
favourably with the best modern practice.
 Jaguar has no foundry, so rough castings are bought out, remain in the open to weather in 
the best pre-1914 tradition, and are then bought in for machining on a variety of grinding, milling 
and drilling machines.  In-line twin-cam 6-cylinder Jaguar and both sizes of the push-rod Daimler 
V8 engines are assembled on the same line.  The con-rods and Brico pistons are matched in sets 
before arriving at the site of the engine assembly line.  Crankshaft journals are hand-lapped and 
crack-tested, and the combustion chambers acquire a decent polish before the engines are built up 
and the valves are lapped-in by machine.  The Borg Warner gearboxes, incidentally, are supplied to 
Daimler’s special requirements.
 Completed engines go to a most impressive test shop with rows of· water dynanometers along 
each side, forty in all.  On these, every engine is first run light for three hours at 1,500 R.P.M., then 
at varying speeds and at up to 70% full load for a further three hours, clean oil being fed to them 
meantime from a common supply.  Jaguar and Daimler engines share their running in and testing 
procedure indiscriminately before being taken by Guy Transporters to the Jaguar Factory at Browns 
Lane for installation in the appropriate cars.
 The body shells which come from Carbodies Ltd., of Coventry, undergo a preliminary degreasing 
and zinc phosphate rust-proofing process before taking a dip in a slipper bath of rust-inhibiting 
paint.  They then receive two coats of filler and two spray coats of the opal synthetic finish used 
on Daimler and Jaguar bodies.  As with Jaguars, all Daimlers are taken for a 25–30 mile run on the 
road, a test divided between two independent test drivers, and devised not to check performance, 
but to specifically assess the correct functioning of the controls and the quietness and smoothness 
of operation.
 After the saloons and limousines leave their separate assembly lines, they move along a single 
floor level trim line.  Daimler make their own seats, which are sent as sets to the trim line to ensure 
matching grain in the Connolly leather, darker hides usually having a coarser grain.
 The polished wooden facias and door cappings etc., of Daimler cars are made entirely at Browns 
Lane.  The carefully selected timbers are stored in open sided sheds and the veneers in cases.  
Swedish ply is favoured for facias and the large woodworking shop has a separate veneering bay 
with two radio-wave bonding presses.  In yet another shop, the components are buffed on french-
polishing lines, a synthetic gloss is applied, and final polishing is done by women operatives using 
electric buffing irons.  Each car has a tray in which wooden components are stacked after being 

Timelines ...
Our club history from past magazines ...
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carefully matched and veneer patterns have to be consistent along a panel, while much research 
is done in conjunction with the timber industry in matters such as preservation of the finish and 
veneering under extremes of heat and humidity in which the cars have to endure in overseas use.
To cope with around 600 cars a week, the trim and upholstery department at Browns Lane is 
immense and it is here that carpets and similar items are cut and shaped.  It must be remembered 
that real leather upholstery is used for the seats of every Daimler made, not as an optional extra, 
but as standard.  Door casings are done in pvc but everywhere that matters, Daimler have real hide.  
The exception is the rear compartment of the limousine, tradition demanding that this be trimmed in 
West of England cloth, although leather can be specified if required.
 Another impressive aspect of the Browns Lane factory is the manufacture of their own window 
frames, door fittings, radiator shells etc., impressive articles of ‘ironmongery’ in gleaming copper 
after the joints have been jig-brazed and then hand filled and filed smooth, before being communally 
plated in a vast fully automatic plating vat.  A radiator shell takes a bath of some 1½ hours duration 
in this enormous vat and the largest parts in terms of area to go through this process are the door 
frames for Jaguar Mk 10’s.  By making such parts themselves, Daimler have accurate control of 
quality, cost and rate of production, and are independent of outside sources of supply in their aim of 
maintaining 14 days supply of all components.  Only the stately Majestic Major radiator shell comes 
in from an outside supplier.  The Daimler radiators, fluted of course, are protected by masking tape 
during the assembly process.
 The Daimler factory at Radford somehow exudes the atmosphere of the older era, when its 
products wore sleeves and trailed blue smoke.  About one quarter of the main assembly hall at 
Browns Lane is devoted to customer service of Jaguar and Daimler cars with a separate section for 
the latter.  Historic Daimlers and Lanchesters still find sanctuary and at the time of writing, a 1933 
Lanchester 10 and an Edwardian Royal Daimler shooting brake were awaiting restoration.
 Railway sidings still run through the factory roads and Daimler passenger vehicle chassis still go 
away on trucks using these tracks, at the rate of about a dozen every week.  However, Daimler have 
no intention of giving up passenger car production which will be good news for tycoons, V.I.P.s or 
just those older motorists who appreciate hush and luxury in a highly accelerative 120 m.p.h. saloon 
or limousine, and the opportunity of enjoying excellent value-for-outlay while indulging such tastes.

Daimler Century Mk.II
DAIMLER CENTURY MK.II owners cannot remove the sump from the engine with the motor in 
position.  The small oil pan can be removed and the No.5 & 6 big ends inspected but the motor will 
have to come out if further work is necessary.  Likewise, it is impossible to remove the sump from 
Conquests unless the motor is removed from the chassis.
 Remember also that the Club can supply the rubberised-cork seals for the front and rear of the 
sump.  Cost is $10.00 for the pair.  There is no gasket along the sides of the sump where it meets 
the block and both surfaces should be scrupulously cleaned and coated with silicone rubberised 
gasket cement.

The Daimler 3.8 Litre Majestic
There’s nothing to touch the Daimler Majestic for luxury, performance and price*.

No car – in or out of its class – offers so much in splendid luxury and sheer electrifying performance 
at such a reasonable price.  The Majestic has the biggest interior saloon accommodation on the 
British market and everything about it is ‘big’, from its 3.8 litre 6-cylinder engine to its capacity for 
comfort and pure driving pleasure.  It represents outstanding value with automatic transmission and 
disc brakes included without extra charge.

4-Wheel Disc Brakes
Light in action but sensitive, they respond progressively to every demand, from the gentle touch for 
checking speed to the quick stamp of emergency, when their tremendous power becomes really 
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apparent.  Absolutely fade-free and unaffected by heat or water, they provide completely safety in 
all conditions.

Fully Automatic Transmission
Fitted with intermediate-gear lock for negotiating heavy traffic and long hills with many corners.

Over 100 Miles-an-Hour
A top speed which is achieved quietly and entirely without fuss.  Steering is light and accurate.

Exceptional Acceleration
The figures are really outstanding for a big saloon: 0–30 in 4.4 secs, 0–60 in 14.2 secs and 0–90 in 
35.9 secs.

A Full 6-Seater
There is comfortable room for six large people; the floor is completely flat; all-round visibility is 
excellent; appointments are luxurious, the facia and window cappings being of polished walnut 
veneer and the upholstery of the finest quality leather.
 Arrange for an exhilarating demonstration run with your nearest Daimler Dealer (without any 
obligation whatsoever), whose name and address, together with copies of experts’ independent 
road test reports, will be sent to you on application to The Daimler Company Ltd, Dept 16, PO Box 
No. 29, Coventry.

*Price: £1,662 (plus p.t. = £2,495)
Delivery – You should order NOW for early post-Budget Day delivery.

2½ Litre V8 Gearbox
Reprinted from the N.S.W. Daimler Club Magazine

The gearbox, or rather the transmission used in the 2½ litre V8 was a new unit manufactured by Borg 
Warner and designated type 35 and intended for cars in the 2–3 litre range.  Ford Zephyr and some 
Humber models also used the unit.
 The ‘BW 35’ was exclusive to the Daimler range in that the Mark II Jaguar model used a much 
heavier cast iron bodied unit.  The position in the U.K. is different to that in America where the car 
maker manufacturers his own generator.
 Ford, Chrysler and General Motors all manufacture their own auto transmission but in England 
for some reason not so.  Even with the epicycle gearbox the Self Changing Gear Company 
manufactured them for a host of models including Riley, Singer, Alvis and many others.
 The early models had three speeds whereas the later model, say after about 1963, used a 
modified version where either first or second gear could be chosen for starting purposes.
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 It is interesting to compare the Mark II transmission with that of the Daimler.  The Jaguar Mark II 
unit was derived from a transmission designed for the early Mark VII models.
 The torque converter ratio on this model from 2:15 to 1:1 remaining for the Mark II model whereas 
the Daimler unit utilized at 2:1 to 1:1 ratio.  The gear ratios were Jaguar low 2.308:1 inter. 1.435:1 and 
direct drive no converter 1:1.  Daimler 2.39:1, 1.45:1 and 1:1 respectively, the ratios on the Daimler 
unit being lower.
 The Daimler ‘BW 35’ had no intermediate hold as did the Jaguar unit and all the road testers at 
the time including the Sydney Morning Herald’s Stuart Griffith commented that its weak point was 
the inability to re-engage low range (D1) from intermediate speed above five miles per hour.
 However, it has other advantages, these being strong engine braking in each range, smaller size 
and much lighter by virtue of having its casting made of aluminium.  This latter feature offered other 
advantages to the car as a whole.  Perhaps its greatest virtue is its smoothness, real Daimler quality 
and in normal driving almost undetectable upward changes and with a gentle kick-down action.  
Perhaps the ratios in conjunction with the rear axle were a little on the low side and naturally at high 
speed the engine revolutions are well up.

The Outstanding Daimler V8–2½ Ltr Motor
NOT EVERY attempt to multiply a motor cycle engine by four has met with such success and 
produced so much power as did the Daimler V8.  Introduced in 1959 it was the first British V8 in a 
decade (the Ford Pilot was the last), and beat Rolls Royce with their 6¼-ltr.  V8 by some months.  
One always expects a V8 engine to be smooth and quiet and the Daimler motor is no exception.  An 
interesting device which helped quiet running at speed, is the viscous fluid coupling for the cooling 
fan.  This coupling slipped progressively as speed increased until it cuts out about 2,000 revs per 
minute.
 The engine is completely unobtrusive in operation and will idle beautifully at about 500 R.P.M. 
with only a murmur from the tappets.  There are no flat spots and the twin SU carburettors will lift the 
revs in a flash right up to the maximum of 6000 with only a slight hiss from the aircleaners.  Truly a 
motor which justifies the claim, “Runs like a Turbine”.
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This magnificent Lanchester 40 is now in Christchurch, owned by new member Geoff Edwards.

Dave Patten’s Daimler Conquest Drophead 
Coupe.

Manawatu members at the Church Cafe.

Kevin Christopher & Consort.

Roy Sharman’s lovely little Lanchester LD10.
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Dave Patten’s workshop is a busy 
place!

Liz & Kevin Christopher’s Consorts in a magnificent setting of Lake Whakatipu.

Consort, Century Automatic and 
Regency Mk2, Barbara Brown & 
Maree Patten on right.
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November 1985
Service Bulletin
BONNET FASTENING – REGENCY MODEL
DATE: January 1956.

Daimler Works suggested cure for Regency Model bonnet fastenings which fly open is as follows:
a) Ensure bonnet top tapered plungers are the same distance apart as the spring bracket – then 

push down bonnet.  If the plungers are too far apart, one moveable link will always be pushed 
up, thereby allowing the bonnet to jump up.

b) Works either elongate the hole for the tapered plunger – or give the plunger a light tap; whichever 
is necessary.

c) Also check that the coupling between the two spring locks is not too long – and not holding 
open one of the spring-locks.

d) The tapered plungers should be adjusted so that they clip into position without any up and down 
movement, which would cause rattle.

TORQUE LINK TO PEDESTAL FIXING BOLTS – MAJESTIC MAJOR SALOON
DATE: December 1966.

Commencing at chassis No. 137782, Majestic Major models incorporate high-tensile bolts to secure 
the torque links to the pedestals.  This modification prevents possible relative movement between 
two parts which may occur if the existent bolts stretch in service.  These new bolts should be used 
as replacements on models previous to the above chassis No.

INTRODUCTION OF GREASE NIPPLES ON FRONT HUBS
DATE  March 1964 DAIMLER V8 SALOON

From chassis No. 1A 3942, grease nipples are fitted to·the front hubs of disc wheel cars and it will, 
therefore, be no longer necessary to dismantle the front hubs and repack with grease.  The front 
hubs should be lubricated every 10,000 miles with a grease gun.  Care should be taken not to over-
lubricate the hubs causing the seals to ‘blow’.  A bleed hole is provided in the end of the dust cap to 
indicate when sufficient lubricant has been applied.

STEERING COLUMN LOCKS
DATE: April 1969.

Recent Police inquiries concerning a motor vehicle involved in a serious accident, established the 
fact that the driver, having experienced faulty ignition/starter switch operation, had re-routed these 
circuits to a separate temporary switch.  This removed the safety factor in the column lock design 
and made it possible to start the engine, and drive away without unlocking the anti-theft device.  
This is brought to your notice in the interests of road safety and also to establish that the Daimler 
Company STRONGLY DISAPPROVE of any similar modification, either of a temporary or permanent 
nature, being attempted on any Daimler car fitted with a Steering Column Lock.

JAMMING STARTERS – CONQUEST AND CENTURY CARS
DATE: March 1955.

There have been several cases of the starter jamming due to slush and grit entering the flywheel 
housing.  In future the hole at the bottom of the gearbox support plate will no longer exist as it is 
found that the fluid flywheel does not require the same for cooling.
 It is recommended that when this type of failure occurs in service, an aluminium cover plate 
be fitted over the hole by means of the existing bolts to the support plate.  Stocks of these cover 
plates will shortly be available at service stores, Coventry and at all Daimler Depots, but in cases of 
extreme urgency, these plates can be made up locally.
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An elderly gentleman had serious hearing problems for a number of years.  He 
went to the doctor and the doctor was able to have him fitted for a set of hearing 
aids that allowed the gentleman to hear 100%.  The elderly gentleman went back 
in a month to the doctor and the doctor said, “Your hearing is perfect.  Your family 
must be really pleased that you can hear again.”
 The gentleman replied, “Oh, I haven’t told my family yet.  I just sit around and 
listen to the conversations.  I’ve changed my will three times!”

ELECTRIC CLOCKS – DB18 SALOONS AND COUPE MODELS
DATE: July 1949

The purpose of this bulletin is to request distributors and dealers to ‘spot solder’ the connection to 
the electric clock.  This will allow a positive supply of current to ensure the correct working of this 
unit.

REMOVAL OF FLOAT CHAMBER LID
DATE: August 1963 MAJESTIC MAJOR, SP250, 2½-LTR SALOON

If it is necessary to remove the float chamber lid, always slide the plastic breather pipe off the brass 
tube before lifting the lid.  Failure to observe this procedure will almost certainly cause damage to 
the float chamber fork.

November 1995
How many Daimlers made??
I had an Interesting list passed on to me recently showing how many of the various models were 
made year by year during the course of production.

DAIMLER SP250
 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964    TOTAL
 110 893 730 564 229 128    2654
DAIMLER MAJESTIC MAJOR
 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 TOTAL
 8 429 116 179 142 153 81 62 14 1,184
DAIMLER MAJESTIC MAJOR LIMOUSINE
 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 TOTAL
 2 38 171 138 117 144 131 108 18 867
DAIMLER 2.5 LTR SALOON
 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967    TOTAL
 8 2444 3969 3430 2200 967    13,108
DAIMLER V8-250 SALOON
 1967 1968 1969       TOTAL
 803 2871 1223       4897
DAIMLER SOVEREIGN MK 1 SALOON
 1966 1967 1968 1969      TOTAL
 422 2210 2151 1041      5824

Over the course of 20 years there were 3,717 Daimler DS420 Limousines built and if any member 
wants a year by year list they should contact me.
NEXT month we will give a list of Series One, Series Two and Series Three Sovereigns built each 
year during their production run.
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November 1995

November 2005
CRICKET – AS EXPLAINED TO A FOREIGN VISITOR
You have two sides, one out in the field and one in.

Each man that’s in the side that’s in, goes out, and when he’s out, 
he comes in and the next man goes in until he is out.

When they are all out, the side that’s out comes in, and the side that’s been in goes out
and tries to get those coming in, out.

Sometimes you get men still in and not out.
When both sides have been in and out, including the not outs,

THAT’S THE END OF THE GAME.
HOWZAT !!!
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Articles of Interest ...

SP250 REBUILD
After seeing an SP250 advertised in several consecutive DLOCNA magazines, I decided 
to take a closer look.  Emails and phone calls followed, the result of which I found that 
it was owned by a Doctor in Gallup, New Mexico.  It was his late wife’s car and had been 
on blocks for the last 10 years and had been fully re-upholstered prior to being laid up.  
The gearbox was known to be faulty, but the purchase price included a reconditioned 
gearbox.  After establishing the correct paper trail, I purchased the car and had the 
importation handled by Chucks Restoration in Auckland.  They took care of all aspects 
and ensured papers were all present and correct.

The car duly arrived in Auckland, the Ministry of Primary Industries required it to be 
thoroughly cleaned, otherwise no hassle.  My son Philip (qualified mechanic) and I drove 
to Auckland to collect it and found all was as described and trailered it home.

We set about checking it out, everything about the car suggested that this 52-year-old 
car had travelled 46000 miles! We replaced the carb diaphragms, bypassed the blocked 
fuel filter, coupled a boat tank to the fuel lines and started it up!  A couple of sticky 
valves soon freed up and we drove it around the block.  Steering was awful, gearbox 
was noisy, otherwise all was ok.  The body is crazed but undamaged, all accessories still 
in place except the grill “V”.  We intended to strip the car completely restoring it back 
to as original condition as possible.  We have removed the body and totally stripped 
the chassis.  There is very little wear in the suspension just needs cleaning and new 
rubber, which is of course perished.  The diff has been previously repaired, 3 teeth from 
a previous spider gear repair escaped detection and were tucked up in the cavity ahead 
if the pinion!  Otherwise it is in good condition and just required new bearings and 
seals.  We have stripped the engine, after cleaning the heads and valves were found to 
be perfect.  The pistons are standard and will get new rings, bores have no wear.  The 
crank is standard and has no wear, BUT, at some stage someone must have tipped out 
the plate and spring from the bottom of the oil filter housing making the filter totally 

Don & Dart in USA. As arrived in NZ.
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ineffective.  The result, some scoring on the crank and cam, so both have been ground 
with -10 thou crankshaft bearings.

The chassis was sand blasted and a little discrete additional reinforcing added to the 
back cross members.  It has been repainted ready for re-assembly.

The painted wire wheels were in sound condition.  They came up well with 
sandblasting and are now repainted with new tyres fitted.

Out of interest, I have dismantled the original gearbox, the hardening on both 1st 
gear gears is breaking up and the primary countershaft gear is minus ½ a tooth!  It must 
have had a hard life!  Without dismantling it, the replacement gearbox looks to be in 
good condition and to have been reconditioned.

The engine, gearbox and diff are back on the chassis.  The steering box ball races are 
in good condition but the inner cones are part of the worm.  The lower one particularly 
was very pitted.  This has been machined down and additional shims take up the free 
play.  The rocker shaft runs in a bush at the top and the cast housing at the bottom.  This 
is now machined out and is supported by a full length bush to reduce the steering free 
play.  In the past, it appears to have been filled with grease which is probably responsible 
for the wear.  It now has steering box oil, which looks for all the world like grease, it is 
actually pourable (just) and will gravitate into all the bearings and bushes.  New drop 
arm bushes make the steering as good as new!

The material on the steering wheel rim had broken down, it was a rough, cracked and 

Lifting body off chassis. Stripping the chassis.

Body mounted on dolly makes it easier to move and 
work on.

Cylinder heads perfect after cleanup.
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Gearbox damage. Refurbished motor and gearbox.

Reconditioned brake caliper. Motor and gearbox to chassis 16.8.

split with sharp fibres.  The search for another wheel proved difficult, so the decision was 
made to repair it.  The wheel is the same diameter as that of the Mk.II, of which I had a 
spare with a leather cover.  A mould was made out of ½” plywood and heavy cardboard 
to enclose 1/3 of the wheel at a time.  Fibreglass cloth and resin was poured over the 
cleaned and painted steel rim, building it up progressively.  It was then pared down to 
shape and size until the leather cover fitted.

The brakes underwent an overhaul.  After cleaning all callipers were rebuilt with new 
pistons, seal kits and pads.  After cleaning, the brake lines were found to be in good 
condition, they were painted and refitted, the original aluminium 5-way hydraulic 
coupling replaced with a brass one.

The rear suspension has been fitted with new rubber bushes.  The original lever 
dampers cleaned, emptied and replaced with new fluid.

The front suspension was stripped completely and cleaned.  Trunion seals and bushes 
replaced and reamed to size.  All wishbone rubber bushes replaced, spring buffers and 
stops replaced and wheel bearings and seals replaced.  Front dampers replaced.

The complete exhaust system has been rebuilt from scratch.
The chassis is now complete, we have reused as much of the original car as far as 

practicable, replacing parts as close to original as possible.  I was pleasantly surprised to 
find the Spares Club had almost everything I required in stock, just a few bits required to 
come from UK.  Next challenge, the bodywork.
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SWANDEAN SPITFIRE
Reproduced by Kind Permission Worthing Herald and Gazette

(Driving Member, Volume 45, No. 7, p19)

Spitfire on four wheels – Freddie Feest
Last year, I told the story of the astonishing 
Swandean Spitfire Special car, brainchild of 
Spitfire fighter plane enthusiast and Worthing 
garage proprietor, Michael Wilcock.

He built it in 1962 around a 21 litre 
12-cylinder Rolls-Royce Merlin engine from a 
Supermarine Spitfire World War II fighter.

The power unit was so large and heavy the 
single-seat car had to be built on chassis from 

two Daimler Dingo scout cars, welded end to end. It had full-time four-wheel drive – four 
speeds forward or four speeds in reverse.

Wilcock named the car the Spitfire Special and entered the less than gentle giant in 
the Brighton Speed Trials of 1953.  On its first run, the brakes failed, causing it to crash 
through a wooden barrier on its way to Black Rock.

Subsequent trips to the unique Brighton event in 1954 and 1956 were more successful, 
but with retirement looming, Michael Wilcock sold his pride and joy and moved to Jersey.

‘All we knew after that was a rumour that the Spitfire Special had been sold to 
America.  Recently, I have learned what happened to the car in the 50 years since it 
left Worthing and can happily report that the remarkable vehicle is today in better 
mechanical and bodily condition than ever.  In 1957, American sportsman and aviator 
S.J. “Casey” Lambert, of St Louis, bought the car.  The following year, he painted it black 
and renamed it the Lambert Engineering Special.  It became a permanent fixture at his 
summer home in Minocqua, Wisconsin, where home movies exist showing Casey driving 
the car on the road, followed by a lorry loaded with aviation fuel and coolant.’

Hardly surprising, as the 12-cylinder Rolls-Royce engine consumes three gallons of 
fuel every mile!  In the late ’60s, the car was “retired” for the second time and donated to 
the Sunflower Museum and Boatworks on Lake Tomahawk, Wisconsin.  Unfortunately, 
in the early ’70s, snow brought down the roof of the museum and badly damaged the 
car’s body.  Ownership then passed to the Schuette brothers of Wasaur, who kept it until 
1984, then sold it to the Traeger family in Chicago.

Thank you to 
John Head who 
sent this article 
in response to 
my letter in the 
September DM.  
The photograph 
in that issue was, 
according to John 
taken between 
1953 and 1956 
at the Brighton 
Speed Trials.
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After 20 years of relative stagnation, it was acquired by Hunter Classics and in the past 
few months has undergone a complete expert restoration to its Lambert Engineering 
Special configuration.

Meanwhile, Michael Wilcock, from his retirement home in Jersey, has supplied a few 
more fascinating details about his giant “baby”.

The car employed a steering box from a Daimler Double Six limousine that previously 
belonged to King George VI.  It had a Leyland truck clutch and, when first built, a pre-
selector gearbox from a Stoke-on-Trent bus.  Later, a Crossley prime mover gearbox was 
used.

“Below 100mph, wheel spin was possible on all four wheels and on courses like 
Brighton’s Marina Drive, with a cambered road surfaced, that was dangerous.

“Top speed in first gear was around 45mph, 80mph was registered in second and in 
third gear we reached 150mph plus.  I have no idea how fast it would go in fourth!”

All the way from America:  First pictures of the sleeker Spitfire Special Car and giant 21-litre Rolls-Royce 
aircraft engine, since its total renovation in America.  It left its Worthing home for St Louis 50 years ago.

THE LANCHESTER LEGACY
NEWS Bulletin: It’s true – it’s going to happen!

At·last, the next, comprehensive volume in the Lanchester Legacy trilogy is 
nearing·completion, after many years of diligent research.  It will continue the amazing 
story of Lanchester where Volume 1 left off, describing the lives of the Lanchester 
brothers, their legacy, the designs and, of course, the cars.

Of top quality, it will enhance the knowledge and awareness of Lanchester and will 
raise the profile and value of all Lanchester cars.  Each and every one of these throughout 
the world will 

be carefully listed, with details including chassis, engine and registration numbers, 
full date of original registration, type of body, coachbuilder and any special points of 
history.  The name of the last-known owner, with just the county of residence, will be 
recorded for posterity.

I am therefore appealing for past or present enthusiasts to send me information and 
photos about any Lanchester cars and history.  The recorded details will be a reference 
for future generations and will help to promote the standing of Lanchester world-wide.

Many thanks in anticipation.
Chris Clark, Lanchester Historian.
Email link: www.Lanchesters.com or telephone: 01531-890-204 or by post to: The 

Lanches, Dymock, Glos. GL18 2AG.
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Auckland
October 31st / November 1st
Whangarei Weekend away, please advise if interested, so that bookings can be made.

December 5th – Saturday (note Saturday)
Xmas Lunch, Bridge House Hotel Warkworth
$45 PER PERSON. Please advise if coming. Departure point Hooten Reserve from 1030 
for 1100 departure

January 2016
Ever wanted to be a seagull?  Heading to Thames Seagulls Shop, Museum, Winery and 
lunch all packed into 1 day.

February 2016
Car Shows details to come

March 2016
6th Brit European Car Show – Lloyd Ellsmore Park, Howick Park, 9am to 3pm
Auckland AGM

April 2016
National AGM
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Waikato BOP
October 3 – Saturday
Cruz-in, Te Aroha.  All day car extravaganza held in specially closed CBD.  Street markets, 
live bands, 300 plus cars.  Great day out.

October 9
11 Brits on the Beach, Whangamata.  Full-on three-day programme.  One of the best 
British car events in the North Island.  Refer the website for full details.

November 1 – Sunday
Taupiri Swapmeet at T/School grounds.

November 8 – Sunday
BOP, VCC Swapmeet at Cliff Rd, Tauranga.

November 15 – Sunday
Cambridge Swapmeet, Karapiro Domain. 7am–3 pm.

November 29 – Sunday
Christmas Luncheon.  The Tahuna Tavern has agreed to hold a special Christmas 

Hitting the Road ...
Daimler Events Diary
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Smorgasbord meal for our Club with a choice of main and dessert dishes for a special 
price of $20 per person.

We need a minimum of 10 persons [5 couples] for this to happen.  Members please 
make the effort to attend. Lunch is at 12.30pm and you should make your own way to 
arrive at 12.00pm.

Bookings are essential so phone now to 07-887-5188 [Waikato Club Captain].
Auckland members are welcome to join us.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Hawkes Bay
 
 
 

 
 

 
HB BRITISH AND EUROPEAN CAR CLUB  

      In association with Daimler Club 
      
Invite you to a run on Sunday 18th October 
2015. 

 
Destination: Coach House Museum 

121 South Street Fielding.  
Tour time: 1.30pm. Duration approx. 2 hours. 

Cost $12.00 per head will be collected at 
lunchtime. 

(Correct change would be good.) 
 

Meet opposite Hastings Fire Station 
Maraekakaho Road 
To leave by 9.30am 

CHB members be at Mobil service 
station    Waipuk @ 10.15am 

 
Lunch:. Bring a picnic lunch and table and 

chairs.  
Venue Kowhai Park (Next to Manfield Race 

Track) if fine but an alternative under cover 
venue is available if the weather is inclement 
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November 15th
Gymkhana at Elsthorpe Sports Ground.  This is a lot of fun and there is a shared pot luck 
lunch which is always interesting.  Leaving from Havelock North at 9.30am travelling 
through to the lovely Central Hawkes Bay.

December 6th
DLOC end of year BBQ to be held at the Boyce’s home at 4pm and will follow the tried 
and true method with the club providing the meat and members bringing salads etc to 
share and anything you want to drink.  Committee members meet at 3pm.

December 13th
HB British and European Car Club Christmas function.  A run to Guavas Homestead picnic 
lunch on the lawn and a catered afternoon tea.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Manawatu
October 11th
A visit to Waiouru Military Camp.  This will include lunch at the Waiouru Camp Mess 
followed by an escorted bus tour of the Military Camp training area and workshops.  The 
price will be determined by the numbers attending, so contact Brian to book your place.  
This is definitely a “must see”, Hawkes Bay folk, you are most welcome to join us if you 
can.
We leave from Sanson at 9.00am

November 8th
Waihi Falls trip.  These are near Weber on picturesque back roads.  We will meet at the 
Manawatu Gorge car park at 10am, bring a lunch and we will take a coffee break on the 
way. From the Falls we can choose to return via Dannevirke or carry on to Pongaroa, 
Makuri Gorge and Pahiatua.
We hope for a wet week preceding as they are especially spectacular after rain!

November 29th
12.00pm.  Christmas dinner at Portal Restaurant, Gateway Motel, Pioneer Ave, Palmerston 
North.  $35 per head, numbers and pre-payment required.
Contact Brian to confirm your presence.

December 13th
President’s BBQ, at Peter and Charmayne Whitten’s home in Wanganui.
Club provide meat and drinks, bring a gift for your own gender to exchange, max value 
$5.00.

January 2016
Picnic TBA

February 14th
Wellington British Car Day.

March
Manawatu AGM.

April
National AGM and Mini Rally Wairarapa.
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Members are welcome to use this space free of charge.
Forward details to Mike King before 10th of the month of publication.

Name Badges
These are available from Waikato BOP Branch. Cost is $21 each, contact Paul Edginton, 
pledginton@gmail.com.

For Sale
Daimler Majestic X300 LWB 4.0 1996.
Ex Singapore 2001, current owner September 2012. 98000Km’s.
Colour Pearl Jade Green. All new Maxxis tyres @ 90000Km’s, all belts and hoses replaced, 
front wheel bearings, brake pads replaced, shock absorber bushes replaced.
This flagship model with all the bells and whistles has been maintained in overall 
immaculate condition.
Price $10,500, contact Mike Boyce, Hawkes Bay, 06-878-9071.

Daimler V8 parts for sale.
V8 heads, very minor corrosion, no welding required, $600 pair (hard to find in this 
condition)
Exhaust manifolds excellent condition.  $80 pair.
Radiator fan shroud perfect condition with loom clips.  $50.
Distributor including cap.  $50.
Inlet manifold  $50.
Contact Murray Hutchins, Hastings, 021-767-065

1 owner Daimler V8 for sale. This car was owned by the late Peter Hatwell, he drove it 
until restoring it a few years ago, but due to bad health it hasn’t moved much in the last 
couple of years. It is green, auto, has a spare engine and other parts, some still in original 
boxes. The motor and other parts have been done. Car is in Oteha Road Albany, contact 
is Graham Lundie, 09-483-6999, 027-687-9825, or Martin Walker Auckland Branch.

Daimler Conquest 1953.  Silver over Blue, a very nice example.  This has been a concours 
winning car several times over the years.  Has just had major engine work completed, 
asking $10,000 or near offer.  Contact Alex Meikle in Dunedin, 03-454-4786.

Daimler V8 1998.  For Sale $12,000.
My husband’s pride & joy, bought as his “bucket list” car.  
Small scratch on back bumper, & 1 hubcap missing (I am 
trying to source a replacement one).
If bought for the asking price, I will donate $2000 to the 
Cancer Society, in John’s memory.
Please call Margaret Wallace on either 09-407-8251 or 027-
298-7322.

Members’ Market ...
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1983 XJ6 Jaguar 4.2:  selling on behalf no obvious rust 
as rust in the usual places was removed a few years ago.  
The car is in tidy condition tidy but needs new paint as 
the glaze has started to lift.  The colour is green, good 
tyres and runs well.  The present owner has decided it’s 
time to move on.  The car is located in Greytown the 
owner is asking $2,500 and is open to reasonable offers 
please contact Dave 027-247-7956.

1968 Jaguar 420.
Colour:  British Racing 
Green
Mechanically Sound.
Interior all refurbished as 
seen in photo.
Sound Body
Tyres: All new
Sound Body 
Registered and Warranted.
Elderly man has owned car for 13 years.  $9000.00 or near 
offer. 
Phone Ted: 06-879-8493 or email: ngaireted@xtra.co.nz 

Daimler Century 1957 (Grey)
Unregistered – but has Plate No. SY3962.
Capacity: 2,500cc.
Fuel: Petrol
Vin: 7A8480C0794477092
Odometer: 79,800 miles.
Is in original condition, but needs restoration.
Has electric fuel pump in place of the mechanical original (still 
there).
Engine goes.
Pre-select gear change.  Brakes need attention.
Asking price is $2,900.
History – Used to be owned by the Prime Minister of Tonga – 
so we were told.
Location: Waimauku.  Call (09) 411 5092 to discuss.

Wanted
A used heater tap for V8 250 is needed for making a casting of another type of heater 
tap.  The V8 tap is required so that measurements can be made to enable the available 
seals fit the new casting ... bg.davis45@gmail.com

Daimler Majestic Major wanted by new enthusiastic member. Contact Rodney Wells 
in Southbridge, ph. 03-324-2614, or email margaretpiper@clear.net.nz  with information.
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