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Attention All Club Members
A thoughtful Christmas Treat for your Daimler Enthusiast!

We have supplies of “D” Key Rings and our Daimler & Lanchester Owners Club in N.Z. 
Custom Grille or Bumper Badge.

As you will see from the photo the Badge has been reproduced using our original Die but 
cast in a lighter Alloy (originally Brass), with a Chrome and Blue Enamelled Centre section 
as opposed to the earlier Resin insert.

The unit cost, including postage is
• $6.60 for the Key Ring 
• $55.00 for the Grille/Bumper Badge.

Please forward your requirements and cheque to:-
DLOC in NZ 
Peter Mackie
PO Box 8446
Havelock North 4157
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Hello members,
We probably don’t need to be reminded but 2015 is nearly over and another new and 
exciting year to look forward to.  The Mini Rally Committee has been working hard on 
the planning for next year’s Rally to be held in Martinborough.  The details are further on 
in this magazine.  An interesting programme has been arranged, we need your support 
to make it the most successful Mini Rally ever; you need to book your accommodation 
as early as possible to ensure that you do not miss out.  Martinborough is a very popular 
destination and you will have a great time.

I had the opportunity to go on the Manawatu Branch outing to Waiouru Army Camp, 
where we enjoyed a great lunch in the Mess and were given a tour of the Firing Range, 
as well other sites the public would not usually see.  To Brian and Kevin thank you for 
organising an enjoyable event.

I do not consider myself as a petrol-head even though I do like the old cars, but a 
friend offered me a free three-day ticket to attend the V8 Supercar Racing at Pukekohe.  
I have never attended this event before but thoroughly enjoyed the experience.  We 
were given the opportunity to visit the pits, talk with the drivers, support teams and 
look at the cars.  There were classic cars on display, mostly American 1950’s and 60’s.  
The racing included Saloon cars, Utes, Muscle cars and the V8’s.  What amazed me were 
the engine performance and the speeds that these cars were capable of achieving.  The 
V8 Super cars cost nearly $500k each are fitted with a 5-litre high performance engine 
developing 635bhp and a top speed in excess of 298kph.  On Saturday the last race of 
the day a tyre exploded on a car travelling at 255kph causing serious damage to the car 
and luckily the driver was unharmed.  A local panelbeater and the service team worked 
all night repairing the car to race the next day and it came in as second place winner in 
the competition.  Looking at the Muscle cars in the service pits some of the 5.9 litre V8 
engines are capable of developing 850bhp to 900bhp and max out at 11000rpm.  Many 
of these cars are built to NASCAR racing specifications and imported from the USA.

The power output of the V8 engine has come along way when we compare with 
Daimler engines of the 1960’s.

Engine Rating Bhp Max RPM

Supercar V8 5 litre 635 + 7500 limited

NASCAR V8 5.9 litre 850 to 900 11000

Daimler 2.5 V8 2.548 litre 140 5800

Daimler 4.5 V8 4.561 litre 220 5800

Daimler V12 5.993 litre 318 6200

From the Driver’s Seat ...
A Message from your National President
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No new members this month, total membership for the year is 161.
One of our members of long standing passed away last month, Olive Kilby was the 

Hawkes Bay Branch Patron, her obituary is included in this magazine.
The 2016 Mini Rally is to be held in Martinborough and promises to be a very special 

event.  President Dave Patten and Wellington’s Doug Brown have organised an itinerary 
of interest to all.  Our base will be “Peppers” @ Parehau.  Features will include a conducted 
tour of “The Old Stick & Rudder Company” hangar at Hood aerodrome in Masterton.  
They have an amazing collection of genuine airworthy WWI & WWII aircraft, this is 
an opportunity not to be missed!  After a visit to Paua World, the Gladstone Vineyard 
is an iconic venue where we will lunch.  Wine tasting at Peppers should make for an 
interesting AGM (the committee will be restricted to a cup of tea!).  The Rally dinner at 
Peppers on Saturday night will include a 4-piece Dixie band.  For those staying on for 
Sunday, (and who wouldn’t want to), you will find Ngawi fishing village on the Palliser 
coast a fascinating place.  Lunch at the Lake Ferry Hotel, and of course, to conclude the 
weekend, a visit to David and Maree’s property, say no more!

The enclosed flyer gives all details, it is most important to book your accommodation 
at Peppers asap, but other accommodation is also available.  Martinborough is a popular 
destination so book early!

I have been having a bit of a clean out in my shed and find I have a number of boxes 
of our early club magazines.  These have come from past members and are available free 
of charge to a good home.  The only cost will be the freight, unless you are travelling 
through the Manawatu to collect them, or I could take them to the Rally!

If you have a Lanchester and not yet included in the census, there may still be time to 
have it included.  See the information from Chris Clark in this edition.

Getting up to Speed ...
A Word from your National Secretary

2015 Supercar 5 litreV8       1960 Daimler 2.5 Litre V8

Happy Motoring.
Dave Patten
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In the last magazine, I included some additional colour as an exercise.  It resulted in 
about $200 extra for printing, there appeared to be about a 50:50 split of opinion from 
members.  Perhaps it is something to add as and when deemed desirable, i.e. rally or 
special event photos.  Let me know what you think.

Lastly, on behalf of your National Executive, I wish you all a happy Christmas and 
best wishes for 2016.  We look forward to seeing your Daimler, Lanchester or BSA at 
Martinborough next April, but more importantly, your presence.

Mike King

Olive Lilian Kilbey
4/01/1919 – 20/09/2015

I met Olive and Reg when we became members of the HB Daimler Club, after knowing 
them in the wider community for many years as owners of Raphael Antiques.  We 
enjoyed a friendship for the rest of their lives, taking them with us to many different 
functions and enjoying their company.

They became members of the Hawke’s Bay Branch after they traded their Austin 
Allegro for the green Daimler V8 they owned until Reg passed away 3 years ago.  Reg 
became our patron in 1987 a position he held for the rest of his life.  Olive was on the 
committee from 1986 until 2008 and was President for one term.  They were made life 
members in 2009.  She was a busy little lady, working alongside Reg in the Antique shop 
until she was almost 90 and he was 95 when they went into care.  I always knew I could 
get a cheque signed on any business day as she would be positioned behind her desk 
in the shop.  Her special occasion shop window displays were legendary and she was 
always known as helpful to stage shows for providing appropriate props.

Much earlier Olive had put an advertisement in the local paper for interested people 
owning Vintage cars, and was instrumental in forming the Hawke’s Bay Branch of the 
Vintage Car Club, which now has a membership of around 400 members.

Apart from the Daimler V8 they owned a Vintage Chrysler, an Alldays and Onions, a 
V12 Jaguar convertible and an old white van for work.

Olive was born in the South Island coming to Napier after the war with her two young 
sons.  She married Reg when he was 40 years old and they later had a daughter.  She 
was a very keen gardener who is remembered by her grandchildren as having “green” 
fingers.

She was very excited to become a great-grandmother when she was in her 90’s and 
at the time of her death there were 3 little ones.

Several club members attended her funeral which was a celebration of a life well 
lived, sometimes funny and occasionally a little sad.

Ann Bowes

OBITUARY
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Auckland Amblings
November Run
When we didn’t get the numbers to make the Whangarei weekend away viable, a quick 
round of ideas where thrown around.  One was visiting Catalina Café and the Hobsonsville 
Farmers markets, after hearing that Dunedin had a large turn out to a breakfast run, a 
plan was hatched.

Met at the café at 9am, most of us had been up since at least 5, great work ABs, so 
the early start wasn’t a problem.  3 V8s, an XJ6, XJC and Alvis soon filled the carpark.  
Breakfast and coffee were soon ordered from a wide selection (looked like the big 
breakfast was the favourite).  After the eating a short drive down to the old hangar that 
houses the market, with breads, vegetables, plants and salmon on display.  A small art 
display next door.

We left the option open to go for a drive afterwards, but due to my teenagers having 
to swot and I had friendly mechanic visiting in the afternoon to find my 104’s wiring 
problem from the day before so headed home.

I hope all enjoyed the early start and the change of our normal format of runs.

Warning wiring problems
Smoke, no power on a hill doesn’t go together but I got home and quickly disconnected 
the battery after parking it back in the garage.  Fault the wiring loom was rubbing the 
gear change column and the fragile insulation had worn away and shorted out, hence 
no power and moving the lever moved the cable.  The last time the car was out was 
for the VCC Post Vintage all day rally, and in hindsight we may have had a sniff of burnt 
rubber but didn’t think about it at the time.

So moral of the story, carry insulation tape, a fire extinguisher just in case and take 
note of burning rubber smells and say “thank you 104 for not doing it miles from home.”

Auto electrician advised not to cut the wire and use any heat on it as it would melt 
more, so just insulate as well as you can until replacing the loom.

Martin
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Hawkes Bay Highlights
On Sunday 18th October our Branch organised a run to Feilding to the Coach House 
Museum.  The weather was cold and wet so we appreciated that our picnic was moved 
to the warm and dry Museum Café where we had a nice social time before we went 
through to the museum.  The extensive collection started out for preserving horse 
drawn vehicles but has extended to a huge agricultural display of every type imaginable.

Ann Bowes

Round the Bazaars ...
Daimlers on the Run
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Manawatu Meanderings
The Perfect Day – Daimler/Rover Visit to the Waiouru Military Base
The first indication of what was in store for the day was the weather – 20°C and not a 
cloud in the sky from our leaving Palmerston North to Waiouru and return.  We were 
privileged, by special arrangement through the Daimler Club, to gain access to the 
normally restricted areas of the Waiouru Military Army Training Base.

The day started by first gathering at Sanson before heading off to meet again at 
Taihape for brunch and then heading off again to the Waiouru base.  At the base we 
were first introduced to Major Pat Hibbs who was responsible for our care throughout 
the day.  Major Hibbs first gave us a comprehensive and highly interesting briefing of 
the history of the Base and its overall function and operation.  Included in his address 
was information on the various (used) ordinance that has been and is fired at the facility 
– it was pointed out that over the years not all ammunition that had been fired had 
actually exploded and so it was desirable that we not venture off the approved roads 
and tracks.  After sighting some of the ordinance types and the damage they could inflict 
this instruction was taken very seriously.

After questions we were escorted to 
the Mess where we took part in a great 
lunch before heading off in our vehicles to 
visit the Officers Mess.  This is an amazing 
and beautiful building comparable to a 
finest Hotel and with a view to die for of 
both Mt Ruapehu and Ngauruhoe and the 
surrounding countryside.  Major Hibbs gave 
us a talk about this building, the firearms 
mounted on the walls and sections of the 
immediate base that could be seen from 
the windows.  From here the vehicle train 
ventured into the Training wilderness – 
everyone taking care to keep Major Hibbs in sight and not veering off the correct path.  
Just to ensure our safety another Army member followed up behind us.

Here we were able to observe what is truly amazing and diverse terrain.  It could be 
compared to entering another planet.  The land seems to go on for ever and is ever-
changing in combinations of rock, tussock, sand, soil types, flat areas, hills, outcrops, 
lakes and streams.  And of course grazing peacefully amongst this vista are groups of 
the famous Kaimanawa horses.  I have travelled the Desert Road hundreds of times in 
my line of work and have always kept an eye out for these horses – to no avail but to 
finally see them in their natural habitat and home was something special.  All the horses, 
including foals, looked in beautiful condition and it was great to hear how the Army 
works together with controlling bodies to ensure the ongoing wellbeing and future of 
these animals.

At a spot in the hinterland where we could all gather, Major Hibbs once again 
impressed with his outstanding and wide ranging knowledge of the surroundings, be it 
military, geographic, plant life or geology of the area.

Daimlers & Rovers assembled inside Waiouru 
camp.
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Our tour continued to one of the lakes that exist in the area on which is built a 
dam that was constructed by Italians especially contracted for this specialised job 
and which is connected with a water system which joins to Lake Taupo.

It was now (sadly) time to head back to the real world but this tour was a unique 
and a once in a life time (for most of us) experience.  I consider it a privilege to be a 
part of this experience which was greatly enhanced by being escorted by someone 
of the quality and knowledge of Major Hibbs.  I am sure all who took part had similar 
sentiments and we all extend our considerable thanks and appreciation to Major 
Hibbs, the NZ Army and to those in the Daimler Club who made this visit possible 
and a Perfect Day.

Ron Casey, Manawatu Rover Club
Trip to Waihi Falls
Sunday the 8th of November dawned a sunny spring day for our combined trip with 
the Rover club to the North Wairarapa’s Waihi Falls.  We set off from the Gorge car 
park stopping at Reinhardt’s in Woodville, “The Nibbly Pig” for a snack and coffee, 
also to admire his recently purchased Bentley – very nice!

What a great day for a drive in the Wairarapa’s beautiful hill country, between 
the main road and the coast.  Waihi Falls is accessible from Dannevirke or Pahiatua, 
we chose to take the road in from Dannevirke, travelling almost to Weber onto the 
Falls road.  The nameless lead vehicle decided to visit Weber (just for a look and to 
see if the followers were awake), before turning around to take the correct road!  We 
passed the Glengyle Station which was mentioned on Saturday’s Country Calendar.  
On arrival at the Falls it was sunny but a rather cool breeze, so after taking in the 
lovely views, we ate our lunch in the lee of Hiltons car.  After setting the worlds issues 
to rights, we took the road South, through the Makuri Gorge and completed the loop 
back to home.

Another lovely day with friends in our beautiful country!
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Otago Outings
Nine Southern members met on Sunday 18th October at the restaurant at Pier 24 on 
the Esplanade, St Clair.  We enjoyed the breakfast meal together and lots of happy 
chatter.  During our meal, we managed to discuss our next gathering and have 
decided to meet at Dunedin’s Logan Park High School car park at 1.30 p.m. on the 
15th November and proceed on to Port Chalmers for afternoon tea.

The Southern members met on 15th November at Dunedin’s Park High School Car 
Park.  Nice sunny day and a very pleasant and smooth ride out to Port Chalmers and 
Carey’s Bay Hotel.  The food was just great and so was the company.  No decision as 
yet on the date of our next gathering/rally but it will be in the New Year.  Our good 
wishes for a very happy Christmas to all members of the Club.

Dianne Henderson
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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2016 MINI RALLY
Martinborough Accommodation options 

and contact details

Conference and accommodation venue (discounted 
rates apply)
• Peppers Parehua – New York Street West Martinborough 

Phone 06-306-8405. 
 Contact is Karen Frost, email Karen.frost@peppers.co.nz 

when booking make reference to “the Daimler car club 
Rally”

Other Martinborough accommodation options
• Martinborough Hotel – The square Martinborough 

Phone 06-306-9350, email info@martinboroughhotel.
co.nz

• The Claremont Motels & Apartments – 38 Regent Street 
Martinborough phone 06-306-9162,

 email host@theclaremont.co.nz
• Martinborough Motels 38 Strassbourg Street 

Martinborough phone 06-306-9408 (no email address)
• Margrain Vineyard Villas – Ponatahi Rd Martinborough 

phone 06-306-9292 email villas@margrainvineyard.co.nz
• Martinborough Top 10 Holiday Park – 10 Dublin Street 

phone 06-306-8946
 email office@martinboroughtop10.co.nz

Please book accommodation early as Martinborough is a 
popular destination to avoid disappointment. 
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December 1975
Service Bulletin
(DLOC December 1975, p6)

CYLINDER HEAD BOLT TIGHTENING TORQUE March 1964
The 22 ltr V8 saloon cylinder heads are retained by bolts for which the tightening torque is 50–55 
lbs. ft.  The figure of 45–50 lbs. ft quoted in the operating handbook should be disregarded.

INCORPORATION OF MAGNET IN TRANSMISSION UNIT April 1965
Distributors and dealers should note that a square piece of magnetised metal is incorporated in the 
Model 35 transmission unit to pick up any loose metal dust in the fluid.
This may be found in the bottom of the oil pan when it is removed and it should not be assumed that 
it is a broken piece of metal from the transmission assembly.

EXHAUST SYSTEM, Commencing chassis No. 1A-10305 December 1966
Commencing at the above chassis number, a modification was incorporated in the exhaust system 
consisting of the deletion of the rear silencers and the introduction of a new intermediate pipe and 
tail-pipes with chrome extensions.

INTRODUCTION OF 7-1b RADIATOR PRESSURE CAP November 1963
Commencing at chassis number, 1A-2407, all 2½-ltr V8 saloons are fitted with 7-lb sq.in. radiator 
pressure caps which are interchangeable with the previous 9-lb cap.

IGNITION TIMING December 1968
Checking of ignition timing on V8 saloons by means of a stroboscope timing light should always 
be carried out with the vacuum advance unit connector pipe disconnected from the inlet manifold.  
Variations may, in isolated instances, exist in the inlet manifold depression which could give rise to 
a different set of figures to those stated in the service manual.

REAR NO-DRAUGHT VENTILLATOR CATCH November 1965
Commencing at chassis number, 1A-8962, 
the threads of the no-draught ventillator 
pivot screws are coated with ‘Loctite’ sealant 
to prevent the screws working loose.  If 
complaints are received of these screws 
working loose on cars·previous to the above 
chassis number, the catch should be removed 
and the threads treated with ‘Loctite’.

(DLOC December 1975, p12)
Photo of Ian Hill when he attended the 

Northern Rally at Harewood House.
Ian’s in Kilt beside a 1939 4 litre Straight 8, 

Vanden Plas pillerless saloon.

Timelines ...
Our club history from past magazines ...
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December 1985
Service Bulletin
(DLOC December 1985, p31)

ALUMINIUM DIE CASTINGS, Daimler Consort February 1951
The construction of the Consort saloon body is based on a new method, whereby we employ a 
number of aluminium die castings … such items as centre door pillar, rear wheel arch assembly 
and front screen rail.
 Unfortunately in the early production of the body, action was not taken to treat these aluminium 
castings to prevent corrosion.  All castings, before assembly, are now painted in Pinchin and 
Johnson Pre-clad Metal Primer (Etching) to prevent corrosion.
 On castings that have not been treated, it will be noticed that white powder forms, particularly 
at panel turnovers, such as on the front and rear door shuts – this condition can be handled by 
treating, by scraping down the affected parts, brushing with a wire brush and then priming with the 
above mentioned paint.  Quite a number of cars have been handled in this manner with satisfactory 
results.

December 1995
HOW MANY DAIMLER SOVEREIGNS MADE
(DLOC December 1995, p17)
Following on from last month here is a year by year list of the number of Sovereign S1, S2 and S3 
cars produced.
DAIMLER SOVEREIGN SERIES 1   2.8 litre Single wheelbase
1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 TOTAL
208 1383 806 621 215 3,233
DAIMLER SOVEREIGN SERIES 1   4.2 litre Single wheelbase
1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 TOTAL
389 2332 4088 3390 1323 11,522
DAIMLER SOVEREIGN SERIES 1   4.2 litre Long wheelbase
386 all in 1973
DAIMLER DOUBLE-SIX SERIES 1 Single wheelbase
1972 1973 TOTAL DOUBLE-SIX Series 1 Vanden Plas
237 297 534 1972, 97 1973, 254 TOTAL, 351
DAIMLER SOVEREIGN SERIES 2   4.2 litre Single wheelbase
1973 1974 TOTAL
1027 1408 2435
DAIMLER SOVEREIGN SERIES 2   4.2 litre Long wheelbase
1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 TOTAL
156 3357 2044 2320 2467 3971 216 14,531
DAIMLER SOVEREIGN SERIES 2   4.2 litre Vanden Plas
1975 1976 1977 1978 TOTAL
199 319 219 146 883
DAIMLER SOVEREIGN SERIES 2   4.2 litre COUPE
1975 1976 1977 1978 TOTAL
471 587 613 6 1677
DAIMLER DOUBLE-SIX SERIES 2
1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 TOTAL
120 1111 129 287 230 688 43 2,608
DAIMLER DOUBLE-SIX SERIES 2 Vanden Plas
1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 TOTAL
200 661 181 192 208 274 10 1,726
DAIMLER DOUBLE-SIX SERIES 2 COUPE
1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 TOTAL
1 76 149 159 22 407
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December 2005
Medical Practice
(DLOC December 2005–January 2006, p29)

Two doctors opened an office in a small town and put up a sign “Dr Smith & Dr Jones, Psychiatry 
& Proctology”.
 The town council was not happy with the sign, so the doctors changed it to “Hysterias & 
Posteriors”.
 This was not acceptable either, so in an effort to satisfy the council they changed the sign again 
to “Schizoids & Haemorrhoids”.  No go.
 Next they tried “Catatonics & High Colonics”.  Thumbs down again.
 Then came “Manic Depressives & Anal Retentives”.  Still not good.
 Another attempt resulted in “Minds & Behinds”.  Unacceptable again.
 So they tried “Lost Souls & Ass Holes”.  No way.
 “Analysis & Anal Cysts?”  Nope.
 “Nuts & Butts?”  Uh uh.
 “Freaks & Cheeks?”  Still no go.
 “Loons & Moons?”  Forget it.
 Almost at their wits ends, the doctors finally came up with “Dr Smith & Dr Jones, Odds & Ends”.  
Approved!
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lanchester Census nearing success
but is your Lanchester excluded?

Chris Clark

This unique plan to create a global 
survey compiling a list of all 
remaining Lanchester cars is nearly 
complete – but there are gaps.

If you don’t enter your car’s details 
in the simple www.Lanchesters.
com website survey shortly, it will 
be missed out (even if you may 
have sent information in previous 
times).  Our piece of history will then 
be incomplete – what a shame that 
would be!

I need to know about all 
Lanchesters, whether complete, on or 
off the road, derelict or immaculate, 
in countless bits, or just a chassis 
with no body remaining … I need to 
know, even if it is not your car!

Please inform me of the chassis, 
engine and registration numbers, 
the exact date registered, the body 
style and coachbuilder’s name.  The 
county/state and country of location 
will be shown for added interest.  If you haven’t access to a computer, post or phone me 
the details.  To add fun to the census, you can enter a new competition:

Win free copy of the Lanchester Legacy Volume 1 or Volume 3.
All you have to do is enter your guess of how many remaining Lanchesters will be 

shown on the Census result, as printed in the forthcoming Lanchester Legacy Volume 2.  
You want a clue?  Don’t tell anyone but it’s more than 100 and less than 100,000!

All the information available will be shown in full in Volume 2 of the Lanchester 
Legacy trilogy, due to be published this December, if the printing company gets itself 
into gear (pre-select, of course).  The complete census will give the Lanchester cars 
recognition and will no doubt help to maintain interest and preserve them.  Full details 
will be shown in international magazines worldwide.

To ensure your Lanchester doesn’t miss out, please complete the quick survey form 
on the website: www.Lanchesters.com.  If this just isn’t possible, contact Chris Clark, The 
Lanches, Dymock, Glos. GL18 2AG or telephone 01531 890 204.  Many thanks and I look 
forward to hearing from you.
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Major Hibbs describes the history within the 
Officers Mess.

A stop here at the long drop! We could hear 
some heavy artillary from here, I don’t believe 
there was a connection!!

Daimlers take a trip through the army’s training 
area.

Brian takes in the view from the top of the 
Moawhango dam.

Lunch in the mess was much enjoyed!

Manawatu members enjoy lunch at the Waihi 
Falls.
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Mt Ruapehu from the Officers’ Mess.

Major Pat Hibbis explains some of the Army’s 
arsenal.

Waihi Falls, Dave Wright in foreground.

Kaimanawa horses and a foal roam the Army’s 
firing range.

Daimlers lined up on Waiouru Army road.
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New Zealand Heritage (HB) Daimler Light 20 (E20) 1935
Proudly owned by Colin Trevelyan, Millennium Museum, Hawkes Bay, New Zealand
Daimler Light 20 Introduced in July 1935, was based around an elegantly wrought latticework box-
section chassis that was notable for its torsional rigidity.  Equipped with all-round semi-elliptic leaf-
sprung suspension, Girling mechanical drum brakes and an underslung worm-drive rear axle, tit was 
powered by a 2565cc OHV straight-six engine allied to four-speed pre-selector transmission (the latter 
incorporating Daimler’s famously advanced fluid flywheel).  Reputedly capable of 68mph and over 
20mpg, the Light 20 was built to a standard that befitted the holders of a Royal Warrant.  Available 
in a variety of body styles including saloon, sports saloon, fixed head coupe and drop head coupe, 
production is thought to have totalled less than 900 cars (though, today survivors are somewhat scarce).
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Articles of Interest ...

V8 REGISTER
(The Preselector, 

September 2015, pp7-8)
Michael Pringle, 

Registrar (03) 5983 5573
0418 311422

president@daimlerclubvictoria.org.au

I can see clearly now!
I recently read an article in The Driving Member (monthly journal of DLOC UK) by the V8 
Registrar Chris Seabrook about improving the instrument lighting using LED globes at a 
cost of about GBP80.00.  This got me thinking!

For pretty much all of the 19 years I have been the custodian 
of the Pringle V8 250 I have been a little annoyed by the look 
of the four small gauges in the centre cluster.  They always had 
the look of being dusty and the glass needing cleaning; not 
to mention that they were barely discernible in the dark with 
the instrument lights on the highest setting.  The temperature 
gauge was the worst, probably the most watched and therefore 
the most annoying.

I decided to do something to improve the situation, starting with the temperature 
gauge.

I removed the two chromed knurled nuts that 
allow the centre cluster to fold down thus giving 
access to the rear of the gauges.  It should be 
possible to loosen off the securing nuts at the rear 
of the gauge and then turn and remove the bezel 
thus allowing the glass to be removed and access 
to the face of gauge – but it isn’t!  (At least it wasn’t 
for me – explanation follows.)

Carefully noting the position of the wires, I disconnected and removed the gauge so 
that it could be worked upon on the bench.  Even on the bench I couldn’t get the bezel 
to turn to the position where the three tangs would allow its removal.  There is a small 
anti-rattle seal that fits over the body of the gauge that should be carefully removed to 
give access to the tangs holding the bezel.  I was able to reuse this seal on reassembly.

I very carefully, with a small sewing machine screwdriver, prised back the three tangs 
so that the bezel could be removed.  Once the bezel is removed, the glass can fall out so 
be careful.
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With a small artists brush and a couple of good 
puffs, the face of the gauge was looking crisp and 
clear again.  I cleaned the glass with white vinegar 
(excellent for windscreens too).

Upon examining the bezel it became evident 
that there is/was a rubber seal between it and the 
glass; 47 years have seen the rubber seal solidify, 
become crumbly and stuck fast (the reason the 
bezel will not turn as it should do) – the seal was no 
longer viable.  Putting the bezel face down on the 
bench – be careful not to scratch it – the solidified 
rubber seal can be removed using the same small 
sewing machine screwdriver used to prise back the tangs.

Everything is now ready to reassembly except you will need a new seal.  It may be 
possible to purchase a suitably sized ‘O’ ring but I decided to make four seals out of 3mm 
rubber sheet.

With the newly made seal in place and everything cleaned and reassembled carefully 
press the three tangs back to secure the bezel to the gauge.  Then refit the gauge – as all 
good manuals say: reassembly is the reverse of disassembly.

During the process I noticed the instrument light globe, although still illuminating, 
was discoloured so I decided to replace it (Repco obliged but only after I took them a 
sample and they ordered from the warehouse).

All back together with new globe and the brightest star in the sky was the temperature 
gauge – magnificent result!

But, now I had to go on and do the same to the remaining three gauges – same 
process.  Absolutely brilliant!

Have a go yourself but allow a few hours and enjoy the process and then the result.
I am steeling myself to tackle the tachometer and the speedometer next but I know 

from previous experience that this will probably involve skinned knuckles.
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(The Driving Member, Vol 51, No 8, p31)

It seems that Bostock was a Daimler enthusiast as amongst his effects was a publicity piece produced by 
Daimler in 1936 to commemorate their first 40 years in business.
 The Great Horseless Carriage Company is apposite.  In his book Menageries, Circuses and Theatres published 
in 1927 there is a picture of a “Horseless Carriage” which Bostock claims to have been in 1896 “the first car to 
have been exhibited in the Eastern Counties.”  Bostock died in 1940 aged 82.  And Robin by the way – well he 
was the chauffeur!  My thanks to Heather for sharing this little piece of Daimler history.
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DOWN UNDER DAIMLER REBORN
Bruce Hutchinson

(The Driving Member, Vol 52, No 1, pp22–26)

I joined the DLOC ten years ago, shortly after purchasing two trailer loads of Daimler 
parts as advertised in our New Zealand Vintage Car Club magazine.  I didn’t have a 
suitable facility to undertake such a restoration project and so when I had extended an 
existing implement shed on my kiwifruit orchard, work could commence.  I have had an 
enormous amount of assistance and advice and been fortunate to have had real artisans 
who have worked on the vehicle with such enthusiasm and commitment that I have at 
times questioned as to who really owns this now gracious Edwardian relic.

I know very little of the car’s earlier history.  Graeme Macdonald, a teenage medical 
student had a passion for veteran cars and during the early 1950’s spent much of his 
university vacation time scouring the New Zealand rural areas looking for what we now 
call “barn finds”.  He was successful on several occasions.  New Zealand has a large number 
of old vehicles per capita, probably due to the remoteness and the difficulty to coordinate 
the supply for the scrap metal demand that other countries experienced during the World 
Wars.  Also, with primary production being such a large contributor to the economy, many 
early cars were converted for farm use and eventually retired to the back of the shed, or 
more commonly behind the hedgerow!  Such was the fate of this 1913 TH20 Daimler, Car 
Number 11417.  Graeme “discovered” the car on an apple orchard, north of his hometown 
Auckland.  It had been converted to a farm vehicle with steel cleated wheels at rear and 
railway type shod front wheels.  The body behind the front seat was missing but he did 
manage to start the old sleeve valve engine but the noises coming from both the rear axle 
and gearbox indicated all was not well!  Another complication arose for him, as his father, 
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also a medical doctor, could not quite see the same beauty in this collection which also 
included a 1907 Unic and a 1911 52B Fiat.  A double garage was built and the Fiat and Unic 
parked.  The Daimler, the least handsome in its rustic form, was dismantled and stowed 
away in the gables and other areas of the shed.  During his early medical student days, 
Graeme found time to return the Fiat and Unic to a roadworthy condition.  However, his 
progression into the neurological field demanded further learning in the UK, far from his 
old cars.  On his return to New Zealand many years later, married with a young family, he 
became completely involved in his medical work and clinics.  In 2003, realising his now 
advancing years were not going to allow him to tackle the rather large project of the 
Daimler’s restoration, the car was sold to me.
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I have had a lifelong fascination with old cars and had restored a dismantled 1926 
Model T Ford as a teenager.  My ownership of the Ford Model T was short lived and the 
need for modern transport necessitated its sale, one of the few regrets of my life.  The 
goal of farm ownership and a young family ensured my passion for old cars would have 
to wait until later!

Soon after I had laid the parts out in my new restoration facility, our local Vintage 
Car Club “raided” my shed and roused the interest of Bill Janes, one of our more senior 
members.  Bill, a cabinet maker by profession had built some 37 wooden bodies for some 
very prestigious cars as well as having restored eight “basket cases” to a very high standard 
for his own collection.  He was intrigued by the sleeve valve engine and he offered to 
help me with the restoration.  He has built working models from plans of Bugatti, Gnome, 
Rolls Royce Merlin, Offenhauser and Bleriot engines to name but a few, alongside a large 
number of ships, motorcycles, beer wagons, traction engines and many other items.

Because of the hard life this car had experienced the bronze gear wheel of the worm 
drive was worn excessively.  Shortly after we had finished refurbishing the differential 
and fitted new bearings and hand filed the bronze gear to a workable state, I had the 
opportunity to purchase a 25-year collection of veteran Daimler parts which included 
two new old stock bronze gears!  So we dismantled the differential and replaced the 
worn gear.  The gearbox had five badly worn and teeth missing gears and Bill turned new 
blanks and a gear cutter matched up the teeth and hardened them.  The engine was in 
good order internally and we were amazed at the quality of the aluminium castings.  All 
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the engine bolts and nuts had been nickel plated – even the water pump and flywheel.  
With the second collection of parts I had seventeen wheels on hand and selected the five 
best but sand blasting revealed holes and sharp edged rims.  I decided to purchase new 
rims from Veteran Car Rims in Christchurch.  The shells were in good condition and I had 
a full set of Daimler BSA detachable locking nuts.  With the expertise of Max Jamieson 
from Auckland, we drilled and respoked the new rims.

The car is fitted with a Bosch dual ignition magneto and a CAV lighting system.  The 
wiring diagram was still attached to the trembler coil.  To start the car, the coil is powered 
by a 6 volt dry cell battery and when the engine is running the coil is switched from “A” 
(accumulator) to “M” (magneto).  To assist starting I have fitted a ring gear to the flywheel 
and discretely installed a small starter motor.  The popularity of electric lighting involved 
a change to the engine mountings to accommodate the dynamo in 1913.  The dynamo 
is manually switched from the dashboard panel and If you fail to turn the dynamo off 
when the engine is stopped, it reverses and emits a loud clicking to remind you.  If you 
fail to hear this reversing, the battery is eventually depleted.

The exhaust system has a silencer which requires servicing when the engine loses 
power because of clogging from the extra oil which passes through the sleeves and is 
responsible for the plume of smoke from the exhaust as you drive!  The carburettor is the 
“new for 1913 seven jet” model.

It was quite a few years since Bill, by now in his late seventies, had built a car body.  
We had a door, a sill and scuttle panels and some basic measurements from some old 
line drawings.  Bill joined two sheets of hardboard and drew in the fixed points and then 
created the jig saw.

In August 2010, my wife and I visited and toured the UK with our son who was working 
in London.  We passed through Leicester and called on John Pochin and he showed us 
his amazing Daimler collection and took us for a spin around his estate in a 1911 shooting 
brake.  This was a great inspiration to press on with our project.  On our return to New 
Zealand, Steve Roberts, some 300 plus kilometres away, began the task of cladding the 
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wooden frame.  Steve began his apprenticeship with De Havilland and later moved to 
Aston Martin and, after ten or so years, emigrated to New Zealand accompanied by 
Aston Martin’s accounts clerk as his wife!

During this time of the restoration, Graeme Macdonald’s health deteriorated and he 
gave me the opportunity to take over the Fiat 528 that had been the Daimler’s stable 
mate for fifty years.  Graeme often called in to note the progress of the Daimler and I was 
very grateful to be offered the Fiat.  This little car took part in the first organised “Veteran 
and Vintage” event in the North Island of New Zealand which was a handicapped five 
lap race preceding the 1956 Ardmore Grand Prix with Stirling Moss, Jack Brabham and 
several other prominent drivers of the era racing.

In just four months Steve had finished the Daimler’s body and the car was dismantled 
again and painted by a local car painter.  I made up hood bows by laminating seven 

fillets of American oak and forming 
them around a jig.  It was now time 
for Ian Handley to upholster and trim 
the car.  Ian specialises in old car work 
and his skills produce a great finish.  
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We have encountered heavy rain and the hood and side curtains have ensured a totally 
dry and snug experience.

Our first outing with the car was to our Vintage Car Club’s “restoration of the year” 
event in December 2012, at which we gained first place.  We have completed several 
rallies without any serious hiccups and it is a most comfortable car to travel in and a real 
head turner.  It starts well and the engine is so quiet compared with other veterans.  The 
end result is a wonderful legacy to the highly skilled craftsmen who took part in this 
most rewarding and enjoyable project and a tribute to the late Graeme Macdonald who 
had the foresight to rescue this gracious old car.
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Auckland
Saturday 5 December (note Saturday)
Xmas Lunch Bridge House Hotel Warkworth
$45 PER PERSON.  Please advise if coming.  Departure point Hooten Reserve from 1030 
for 1100 departure.

January 2016
Ever wanted to be a seagull?  Heading to Thames Seagulls Shop, Museum, Winery and 
lunch all packed in to 1 day.  Details to follow.

February
Car Shows, details to come.

March 6
Brit European Car Show – Lloyd Ellsmore Park Howick Park 9am to 3pm
Auckland AGM

April
National AGM
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Waikato BOP
Sunday January 10
We have been invited by the Hamilton Vintage and Classic CC to join them on their New 
Year Picnic Run.
Meet at Hamilton Classic Car Museum at 12.30pm and bring your a/tea.

Sunday January 17
Rotorua Village Green Car Show 9am to 4pm.
Enter Lakefront venue at Whakaue St. 
We hope to have a Daimler display of members cars.

Sunday February 14
Morrinsville Motorama Car Show and Swap meet, Polo Grounds Morrinsville Gates open 
10.00am.
Be part of our  Daimler display.

Saturday February 20
Paeroa Swapmeet and V8 Day. Gates open 7.00am.

March TBA
Branch AGM

Hitting the Road ...
Daimler Events Diary
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Hawkes Bay
December 5
DLOC end of year BBQ to be held at the Boyce’s home at 4pm and will follow the tried 
and true method with the club providing the meat and members bringing salads etc to 
share and anything you want to drink.  Committee members meet at 3pm.

December 13
HB British and European Car Club Christmas function.  A run to Guavas Homestead picnic 
lunch on the lawn and a catered afternoon tea.  The gardens here are extensive and 
lovely.

January 2016
A picnic outing will be organised.

February 21
Details in the mail.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Manawatu
December 13
President’s BBQ, at Peter & Charmayne Whitten’s home in Wanganui.
Branch provide meat & drinks, bring a gift for your own gender to exchange, max value 
$5.00.  To be at Wanganui at about 12 noon, we will depart Sanson at 11.15.

January 24
Picnic at Vinegar Hill Domain.  BYO everything. Meet at Feilding Railway Station at 
11.00am for a relaxing day in the sun.

January 31
Dannevirke Wheels with Attitude.

February 14
Wellington British Car Day.

March 13
Hawkes Bay British & European Car Day

March 20
Manawatu AGM & Gymkana.

March 27
Wanganui Rotary Classic Car Day.

April 15, 16 & 17
National AGM & Mini Rally Wairarapa.  Book now!
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Members are welcome to use this space free of charge.
Forward details to Mike King before 10th of the month of publication.

Name Badges
These are available from Waikato BOP Branch. Cost is $21 each, contact Paul Edginton, 
pledginton@gmail.com.

For Sale
Daimler Majestic X300 LWB 4.0 1996.
Ex Singapore 2001, current owner September 2012. 98000Km’s.
Colour Pearl Jade Green. All new Maxxis tyres @ 90000Km’s, all belts and hoses 
replaced, front wheel bearings, brake pads replaced, shock absorber bushes replaced.
This flagship model with all the bells and whistles has been maintained in overall 
immaculate condition.
Price $10,500, contact Mike Boyce, Hawkes Bay, 06-878-9071.

Daimler V8 parts for sale.
V8 heads, very minor corrosion, no welding required, $600 pair (hard to find in this 
condition)
Exhaust manifolds excellent condition.  $80 pair.
Radiator fan shroud perfect condition with loom clips.  $50.
Distributor including cap.  $50.
Inlet manifold  $50.
Contact Murray Hutchins, Hastings, 021-767-065

Daimler Conquest 1953.  Silver over Blue, a very nice example.  This has been a 
concours winning car several times over the years.  Has just had major engine work 
completed, asking $10,000 or near offer.
Contact Alex Meikle in Dunedin, 03-454-4786.

Wanted
Daimler Majestic Major wanted by new enthusiastic member. Contact Rodney 
Wells in Southbridge, ph. 03-324-2614, or email margaretpiper@clear.net.nz with 
information.

Daimler Century front bumper over-rider fog light mount brackets. 
Phone 06-836-6322after 6pm or 027-366-1117, rj.jabennett@xtra.co.nz

Members’ Market ...
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