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Attention All Club Members
A thoughtful Treat for your Daimler Enthusiast!

We have supplies of “D” Key Rings and our Daimler & Lanchester Owners Club in N.Z. 
Custom Grille or Bumper Badge.

As you will see from the photo the Badge has been reproduced using our original Die but 
cast in a lighter Alloy (originally Brass), with a Chrome and Blue Enamelled Centre section 
as opposed to the earlier Resin insert.

The unit cost, including postage is
• $6.60 for the Key Ring 
• $55.00 for the Grille/Bumper Badge.

Please forward your requirements and cheque to:-
DLOC in NZ 
Peter Mackie
PO Box 8446
Havelock North 4157
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Seasons Greetings

Well, here we are again preparing for the festive season and for the New Year.  I always 
look forward to summer and maybe a bit of travel around the country over the holiday 
period.  Where has the year gone really, it only seems like yesterday we were in Tauranga 
enjoying each other’s company, at the AGM and Rally?  The crazy thing for me is that life 
seems to get busier, as I get older.  Or is it just taking me longer to get the same things 
done as I used too?  I haven’t been able to spend much time in my shed as I would have 
liked since the Rally, so my restoration projects are still running behind schedule.  I find 
it’s always a balance between having enough spare time and enough money hence a 
considerable amount of my time is spent on running my business.  The balance, I’m sure 
most of us know, is having enough time to play with the toys and enough money to do 
what I want to do with them.

I have found some time to work 
on a recently acquired 1951 Consort.  
This car has been in storage for many 
years, so the usual things like draining 
the old fuel out of the petrol tank, 
pumping new fuel through to the 
carburettor, fitting a new battery 
and checking the ignition system 
are on the list.  Cranking the engine 
over with the spark plugs removed 
identified the first problem.  No fuel, 
I decided to remove the fuel pump, remove all the old fuel gunk and install and new kit.  
Another observation was that one exhaust valve had stuck so off with the rocker cover 
and hopefully a little tap would do the job.  But no, the valve was very determined to stay 
stuck even after applying WD40 and as much mechanical pressure I could, I decided to 
close the bonnet and do something else for the next week.  This proved to be the right 
decision, because when I came back a week later, I discovered that the valve had decided 
to free itself and there was good compression on all cylinders.  A squirt of “engine start” 
and a press of the starter button and the engine fired into life.

Over the last couple of months I have managed to get out and about with the 
Manawatu Branch to view a very interesting collection of tractors and other machinery 
at Woodville.  It never ceases to amaze me how many treasures are hidden away in 
private collections.

The executive had a teleconference during the month and covered off various 
housekeeping items of business.  I can also report with confidence that the Rally 

1951 Consort

From the Driver’s Seat ...
A Message from your National President
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Committee has the event planning well underway for Thames in 2018.  Have you marked 
the dates in your calendar and booked your accommodation?  It is going to be a great 
event.

I would like to extend my best wishes to all our members for the oncoming festive 
season, many of us will be preparing older cars to be driven in Christmas parades and 
general use over the summer, drive with care, enjoy your cars and look forward to a safe 
and happy New year.

Dave Patten
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Welcome to our new members this month.
• Peter Donovan lives in Ohope and has a 1974 Daimler Sovereign.
• Jon Revill of Howick, he owns a 1966 Daimler V8.
• Leslie Miller, another Auckland member, from Remuera, has a Daimler V8 owned for 

20 years.

We have also lost some valued members recently.
• Len Nicolson was our National Club Captain from 1998 until 2001.  He was an active 

Waikato B.O.P. member for many years until departing to Perth to be with his family.
• Ken Harrex was the Otago Branch club Captain.  He will be sadly missed.
• Rhonda Thomas, a popular Auckland member suffered a fatal accident.  Our sincere 

condolences to Rodney and their Family.

I have had an unexpected email from ex member Daniel Galvin who lives at Napa in 
California, the area recently devastated by fire.  Daniel owns a Barker Special Sport which 
was in pieces undergoing restoration when the fire swept through, destroying his home, 
possessions and his Daimler Special Sport.  It is a total loss and of course, the insurance 
is proving to be a hurdle.  I have put him in touch with the DLOC North America who are 
assisting him in every way possible.  We extend to him our very best wishes.

The club executive held a teleconference meeting in October, in addition to the usual 
house keeping, the following matters were resolved or discussed.
Finances:  Our balance is such we have no present need to increase subscriptions.
No auditor was appointed at the last AGM.  After discussion, Peter Mackie agreed to take 
on this role and was appointed in accordance with the club rules.
Current club membership stands at 156.

President Dave and myself attended the Spares club AGM as a follow up to our AGM and 
were cordially received.  We look forward to a closer relationship.

Getting up to Speed ...
A Word from your National Secretary
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Branch reports:  Auckland have biased their runs towards Waikato to encourage their 
participation.  We are hopeful the Waikato BOP Branch can be re-established.  Hawkes 
Bay continue to function in conjunction with the HB British & European Car Club.  
Manawatu have good support from members.  Otago report a good year.
Auckland Branch have Thames AGM & Rally plans well in hand.
South Island travel subsidies were discussed, a decision to be made when better idea of 
costs known.  South Island Rally envisaged for 2019.
Full minutes and reports are available from me on request.

Attached to this magazine are Branch and National nomination forms.  Your club needs 
your involvement to function well, anyone is always welcomed on committee, the more 
you do for your club, the more it will do for you.  I would really like to relinquish either 
the position of national secretary and/or magazine editor.  I have been doing it for a few 
years too many, all assistance given to my successor!!  New blood required here!

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION for 2018–9 is attached.  Please read and observe.
If you pay by cheque, return it with the bottom section of the form, your membership 

No. is on the address line after the post code.  Please update email, phone, vehicle/s 
owned so my database can be bought up to date.

If you pay be direct credit, inclusion of your initials, name and membership No. is 
ESSENTIAL, otherwise Wayne won’t know who to credit!  Changes to your other details 
can be emailed directly to me.  If you choose an emailed magazine, ensure to give me 
your email address (some are incorrect or out of date!!)  Any questions? Contact me!

The Thames Rally is almost upon us, the costs and options are on the registration 
form.  Complete and forward to Wayne before February 1st, note the bank account is 
AUCKLAND branch, NOT National account!

Re Rally accommodation, it has been bought to our attention that there is a country 
music festival on in Thames, so get your skates on and book now to avoid disappointment!

Mark Bearman of Western Australia is manufacturing hard-to-get Daimler rubber 
components for older models.  I have included his details elsewhere, contact him for 
further information.

Finally, my red SP250 is finally getting a “freshen up”, engine balance, Triumph 2.5 
overdrive g’box upgrade and complete body makeover (I could do with that as well), 
with a repaint.  A broken rear crankshaft labyrinth oil seal ring was a potential problem.  
I was able to get the correct replacement from Quentin MacKinnon in Christchurch, 
assembly now proceeding!

Best wishes for Christmas, safe travelling and a happy New Year to you all.
Mike
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Auckland-Waikato BoP Amblings
Thames Mini Rally and AGM 2018

March 23rd to 25th

Start your engines for Thames!  We have 
planned the following AGM, with the usual 
meet and greet on Friday night from 6:30 for 
those that can make it at the Grahamstown 
Diner and Bar (also known as The Junction 
Hotel), followed on Saturday with a slightly 
early start driving our treasures along a 
scenic coastal route to Coromandel and on 
to Driving Creek Railway.

Then time to explore Coromandel 
Township with lunch and AGM.

On our return to Thames, we 
will be stopping at the Goldmine 
Experience, please bring a torch and 
walking shoes as you will be going 
into a mine, someone may strike it 
rich panning for gold.

Then time to explore Thames 
as your National Executive fit in a 

meeting.  Dinner is served at the Bella Street Pump house from 6pm.

Round the Bazaars ...
Daimlers on the Run
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Map of Thames
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Some accommodation ideas
Rolleston Motel  Ph 07-868-8091.  Reservations Freephone 0800-776-644
Email: info@rollestonmotel.co.nz  Website: www.rollestonmotel.co.nz 

Shortland Motel Telephone 07-868-6506, E-Mail stay@shortlandcourtmotel.co.nz, 
Website www.shortlandcourtmotel.co.nz  offers 10% disc to Senior Citizens.

Tuscany on Thames  Ph. 07-868-5099.  www.tuscanyonthames.co.nz

Grahamstown Diner and Bar (Limited secure parking across the road at the Liquor king 
warehouse $10 per night) info@thejunction.net.nz, or call on 07-868-6008.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Hawkes Bay Happenings
October was the event which the Daimler Club organized for the HBB & Euro Club.  This 
was a very enjoyable Sunday afternoon outing and evening meal at the Patangata 
Tavern.  We left the Angus Inn car park Hastings, at 2.30pm and travelled via a very scenic 
high country road to Artmosphere Gallery where we enjoyed a picnic afternoon tea on 
their patio prior to looking through the many and varied types of garden art, sculpture 
and paintings housed at the gallery, which are for sale.  From there we took the short run 
through to Waipawa on SH 2 and visited the Waipawa Early Settlers Museum, which is 
well worth a visit.

From the museum we travelled through more back country roads to our evening 
meal destination and all enjoyed the country pub atmosphere and hospitality.

The combined clubs November event is on the 19th and will take the form of a 
gymkhana at the Elsthorpe Sports Grounds.  Always and entertaining and fun event.

Christmas Function is on Saturday December 2nd at the Boyce’s home commencing 
5pm.

January we will have a summer run details of which will be advised at a later date.
A date to put in your diary for 2018 – “Wheels On Windsor”, Windsor Park, Hastings 

Sunday March 11th, 2018.
I trust you all have an enjoyable Christmas, whatever you are doing, and please drive 

carefully.
Robyn Boyce, H.B. Club Captain

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Manawatu Meanderings
On October 15th, about 25 Manawatu members braved the Saddle Road alternative to 
the now permanently closed Manawatu Gorge route.  This road requires constant repair 
under the load of the many big rigs traversing the ranges!  Our Woodville destination 
was the “Tractor Shed”, run by Glen Lett, ably assisted by his 2 young sons.  He has spent 
the last 22 years collecting an eclectic display of tractors, trucks, and an assortment 
of farm and other machinery.  A portable steam boiler was used to drive piles at the 
Mt Maunganui Wharf in an earlier life.  Fords are the predominant tractors and many 
Bedfords feature in the truck department.  Glen’s 10-year-old son is restoring a 1950’s 
Bedford truck, he started it for us, it ran like a dream.  It’s great to see them start young!  
Unfortunately, due to the wet season, it was rather damp underfoot, but fortunately we 



 8 IN NEW ZEALAND INC

had no rain on the day.  After a good stooge about the numerous sheds, we departed 
to Reinhardt’s “Nibbley Pig” cafe for a coffee and cake or whatever.  We also took the 
opportunity to inspect his variety of vehicles including the Daimler Majestic which was 
restored by Club founder Gordon Sommerville back in the day.  (I believe it may be on 
the market.)

For our November event, we had 29 hungry souls take the picturesque road to Apiti.  
This is a very small country community North of Feilding, the Apiti Tavern and the lure 
of a Christmas smogasbord beaconed.  The Whitton’s braved the overcast and coolish 
trip conditions with the Dart’s top down, Daimlers were in the minority, but that aside, 
we were there for the socializing and the food!  Both were to be had in abundance.  Our 
members do enjoy these opportunities to get together and enjoy each others company, 
inspect and talk about Daimlers, enjoy good food and travel our wonderful country 
roads.

Our final event for the year is to be another favourite, the BBQ at Peter and Charmayne’s 
in Wanganui, see the calendar for more information.

Best wishes and safe travelling to you all, have a happy Christmas.
Mike King

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Otago Outings
We are organising a Rally to Ophir on the 18th February and to have lunch at Pitchies 
Restaurant there.  Details are yet to be finalised, but nearer the time information can be 
sourced from Kaye Wingfield. We are organising a Rally to Ophir on the 18th February and 
to have lunch at Pitchies Restaurant there.  Details are yet to be finalised, but nearer the 
time information can be sourced from Kaye Wingfield.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAIMLER RUBBER PRODUCTS AVAILABLE
The Daimler Rubber Co in Western Australia had just produced a new range of brake 
master cylinder and brake booster dust seals and windscreen wiper spindle rubbers to 
suit the DE27/36, these will probably suit other cars including the DB18 and Consort.

Currently working on the tooling 
to produce ¼ window rubbers for the 
Conquest.  We also require a pair of 
Majestic Major ¼ window frames with 
rubbers if anyone can help?  We have 
a good range of door and window 
rubber seals in stock for Daimler and 
Lanchesters.

For more information contact:
mark@daimlerrubberco.com
Ph 0419-956-684
Int +0061-419-956-684
Website coming soon
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From: Peter Jenkins

Hi Mike find details for Conquests as discussed.

Peter

----- Original Message ----- 
From:  Caryn Radburn
Subject:  Daimler conquest parts

Hi Peter
Thank you for ringing me back yesterday re my query.
 As discussed I have two Daimler Conquests for sale.  One is my everyday car and is full running 
order – warranted and registered.  Rudy 1954 (my car) has been service when warrant due the 
whole time I have had her which is 20 Years.  She had a new motor put in 10 years ago-ish.  She is 
a fantastic car although needs some loving care which I do not have the skills or resources to do 
so therefore moving her on.
 Stanley Daimler Conquest, not sure what year, who is also I full car I think.  He is not in working 
order though engine and other parts attached.
 There is also the list of spare parts that my mechanic has put together for me.  Sorry I had to 
read his writing so if any of it does not make sense it is probably my interpretation of his writing 
and I do not know mechanic jargon.
 I will send photos of Rudy and Stanley over the weekend.  I had a hunt and the only one I 
could find in the short time I had was one of her in garage which is attached and definitely does 
not show how lovely she is.
 Look forward to hearing how to move forward with this.

Caryn Radburn
__________________________________________________________________________________________

From: Colin Hepper
Subject: A Big Thank You

I just want to say a big thank you to Mike for all his help in getting my Century back on the road 
after she took ill on a rally back in August.
 I told mike what I thought the problem was and hey presto the next thing I know, Mike has 
sourced the parts copied all the relevant pages from the manual and as soon as I confirmed what 
the trouble was he had the parts delivered to my door.  My beloved is now back on the road and 
raring to go.
 If this does not prove the value of being a member of the Daimler club then nothing will.
 Once again my many thanks Mike.
Regards

Colin Hepper

Mailbox .....
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OBITUARIES

LEONARD W NICOLSON
Hi Mike,

I have the unfortunate task of informing you 
of the passing of my Father on the 17th October 
2017.

He was an enthusiastic member of your club 
and really enjoyed receiving your Magazine.

All my life I was surrounded by Daimlers and 
Jaguars as Dad loved working on them and of 
course driving them.

He also had a reputation for being an expert 
on these motor vehicles.

He had an S Type jaguar here in Perth, that 
he drove to the shops, and still had his Driver’s 
License at the ripe old age of 90.

He spent the last 3 weeks in hospital trying 
to recover from a collapsed lung and weak 
heart.

Please pass on my thanks to your Club 
Members as he enjoyed being part of their world.

Thanks & Regards
Keith Nicolson

__________________________________________________________________________________________

KEN HARREX
It is with sadness we have to inform members of the passing of Ken Harrex, a dedicated 
member of the Otago Branch.  Kenneth Rowland Harrex, our Club Captain, passed away 
on 5th October 2017.  Our deepest sympathy goes to his wife Elizabeth and his family.  
Ken will be sadly missed.

Dianne Henderson
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Articles of Interest ...

90472 as it is now The very unoriginal interior

DAIMLER DJ254 REGISTER
Dennis Mynard

(The Driving Member, Vol 51, No 10, p8)

It seems the main time that owners contact Registrars is when they have recently 
acquired a car or when they have a problem locating parts.  It is very helpful when a 
member keeps in touch more often and brings us up to date with the latest work on 
their car.  This is all useful information to add to the Register.

Often obtaining information is not always straightforward.  Two years ago David 
Beales gave me information about a New DHC in Portugal whose owner Joaquim 
Diniz required spares, mainly rubber seals.  Joaquim sent me some photos of the car 
showing which parts were required and I then realised the car was not a New DHC 
but a left-hand drive Roadster, chassis 90863.  I emailed details of the spares and 
added Joaquim to the Register.  By the time our book was ready I emailed Joaquim 
and he said he was interested.  As he did not order I reminded him in January and 
then he told that he was the restorer of the car which belongs to Miguel Martin.  I 
emailed Miguel and he has now purchased two copies.

New Zealand Roadster Found
An order for a copy of the DJ254 book came from Andrew Livington in Hastings, 
New Zealand.  Apparently his father once owned a Roadster which was ivory with 
red interior trim and he wondered if it still existed.  He sent me a photo of himself in 
the car as a boy.

I checked through the Register and found that we have three missing Roadsters 
and the only Ivory one was chassis 90485 built by 17.9.54, ordered 30.11.54 and 
despatched from the works on 15.12.54.  Unfortunately the Daimler records do not 
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say where it was dispatched to.
However, Andrew knew that his father saw the roadster on display and bought it 

at the New Zealand Grand Prix (Ardmore), on 7th January 1955, when Prince B Bira 
of Siam won it.  He also remembered his father arriving home with the car on 31 
January 1955.  So the car he bought was not 90485.

I gave Andrew a list of Roadster owners in Australia and New Zealand and 
suggested it might be 90472.  He followed my list up and replied “Yes you were 
right; the Roadster we used to own is now owned by John Rademaker who lives near 
Kaitaia, which is about 10 hours’ drive north from our place.

It is now painted Porsche silver and he has done his own modifications to the 
dash lay out and the interior; he has also replaced the gear box with a Triumph 
manual system.  It is certainly not the car we remember that we sold!”

The DJ254 Book
One of the problems with writing about these cars was that because they are rare 
models exciting rumours and stories had been created about them.  These rumours 
often getting slightly more believable every time they were repeated had become 
the accepted history.

In writing the book I tried to follow each one up and in several instances research 
helped to prove or disprove the stories.

One such story was that there were several built with fibreglass bodies.  In the 
book pages 65–66 I disproved that these were built by Airflow Streamlines.  I was in 
fact doubtful that any fibreglass cars were ever built suggesting that no one would 
go to the trouble of building a single Roadster or New Drophead Coupe in fibreglass.  
Well, at the book launch at Gaydon last June Harold and I met Brian Cole of Swindon 
the owner of New DHC 90512 and he insisted that his car had a fibreglass body.  
Harold visited Brian in September examined the car and confirmed that the body 
was 99% Fibreglass, he commented it has a steel boot lid and bonnet (same as the 
production cars) but the rest of the car is fibreglass, he said “The wings are quite 
thick”.

I visited in November 2014 and made the following notes:

Fibreglass Parts
Rear body, Doors, Wings, front aprons, floor of car including boot are all Fibreglass.  
The doors are fibreglass mounted on New DHC wooden frames.

Steel Parts
The Bonnet and Bulkhead are steel and the boot lid is steel and aluminium as on the 
standard cars.  There is a steel rim running around the edge of the boot to give more 
strength.  The floor panels are the normal steel panels in each footwell and over the 
gearbox.  On the Rear Fins the metal strip along the top is of polished aluminium and 
not a chrome-plated steel.

Both Harold and I can confirm that Brian’s car, 90512, definitely has a fibreglass 
body.  I have discussed this with lvar Hellberg and he confirms that Carbodies did not 
build any of these cars in fibreglass.

Brian believes that this car was built by Daimler whilst experimenting with 
fibreglass in preparation for the SP250.

If you have any information relating to other fibreglass DJ254 cars please contact 
Dennis Mynard or Harold Wilson.

Dennis: Tel: 01263 824045 mynard.revarg@tiscali.co.uk or Harold: roldwilson1940@
hotmail.co.uk Tel: 01639 884626
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Hilton & Grahame inspect Bedford truck at 
Glenn Lett’s.

This is how they graded the roads ... Glen 
Lett Tractor shed.

Fordson tractor with Halftracks at Glen 
Lett’s.

Bedfords abound at Glen Lett’s Tractor 
shed.

Daimler Majestic at Woodville. Manawatu members enjoy afternoon tea.



BRANCH NOMINATION FORM

FOR THE YEAR 2018–2019

I hereby nominate (Name in Capitals)  ............................................................................

for the position of  .................................................................  on our Branch Committee

of the Daimler & Lanchester Owners’ Club in New Zealand Inc.

Proposed by (Name in Capitals)  ...................................................................................

 Signature:  ..................................................................................

Seconded by (Name in Capitals)  ..................................................................................

 Signature:  ..................................................................................

 Nominee’s Signature:  ..................................................................................

Closing date for receipt of Nominations – 28th FEBRUARY 2018

Completed forms should be returned to your

Branch Secretary

(Please refer to the Magazine Branch Directory for Postal Address)



NOMINATION FORM for the NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

FOR THE YEAR 2018–2019

I hereby nominate (Name in Capitals)  ............................................................................

for the position of  ..............................................................  on the National Executive

of the Daimler & Lanchester Owners’ Club in New Zealand Inc.

Proposed by (Name in Capitals)  ...................................................................................

 Signature:  ..................................................................................

Seconded by (Name in Capitals)  ..................................................................................

 Signature:  ..................................................................................

 Nominee’s Signature:  ..................................................................................

Closing date for receipt of Nominations – 28th FEBRUARY 2018

Completed forms should be posted to

The National Secretary
21 Millar Street

Palmerston North 4410
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John Rademaker’s Roadster’s new dash 
woodwork.

Daimler V8 married to Triumph overdrive 
gearbox.

John Rademaker’s Roadster’s new dash 
woodwork.

SP250 Triumph OD gearbox.

Manawatu members line up for their meal 
at Apiti Tavern.

John Rademaker’s Roadster’s new dash 
woodwork.
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This test appears to have been carried out under R.A.C. observation on Daimler Sleeve Valve 
(Silent Knight) Engines of 22 H.P. and 38 H.P. both on the bench and at Brooklands.  The date 
given is 28th March, 1909.

THE GREATEST ENGINE TEST ON RECORD
Kevin Bennett

During a recent visit to the DLOC archive at Gaydon, Mark Cuthbert, Brown and I discovered 
a small booklet entitled “THE GREATEST ENGINE TEST ON RECORD” containing a set of 
photographs with brief captions, it relates to the 1909 R.A.C. test of two Daimler sleeve valve 
engines, and was clearly compiled some time after the event (see inset below).  Whilst the 
story is well known the accompanying photographs have not seen the light of day for many 
years.  The captions recorded here are copied from the booklet.

The Dewar Trophy was a cup donated in the early years of the twentieth century by 
Sir Thomas R. Dewar, M.P., to be awarded each year by the Royal Automobile Club “to the 
motor car which should successfully complete the most meritorious performance or test 
furthering the interests and advancement of the automobile industry”.

In 1909 Daimler won the trophy for their Knight sleeve-valve engine.  However 
when the engine was first launched it was the subject of much derision and ill-informed 
prejudice.  In an effort to quell the unfair criticism of its new product and of course to 
encourage buyers, the Daimler Company asked the Royal Automobile Club to frame 
conditions of a test that should be of unprecedented severity and would demonstrate in 
the most public manner possible that the new Daimler engine was in every way reliable.  
The following is an account of the test taken from St John Nixon’s Daimler 1896 to 1946.

The two engines selected for this test were a 38 and a 22 h.p., having a bore and 
stroke, respectively, of 124 by 130 mm and 96 by 130 mm.  They were bolted down to the 
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The 22 h.p. Engine undergoing test.

test bench close together in one of the large engine testing shops at the Daimler Works.  
The section of the shop in which they were placed was railed off and under the sole 
charge and observation of the R.A.C. officials from the start of the test to the finish.  The 
observers kept watch day and night just as on board a ship, and periodically tested the 
revolution counters and spring balances to ensure that the engines were always running 
under full load.

Every possible precaution was taken to keep constant and close observation upon 
the test, and there were never less than two observers on duty.

Both engines were started up at 6 a.m. on Monday, March 22, 1909, and each 
completed the 132 hours’ bench test on the following Saturday evening.  To appreciate 
more clearly the severity of the test, if the larger engine had been driving a car during the 
whole time, with the standard Daimler gear ratios, a distance of no less than 8,252 miles 
would have been covered, at a mean speed of 43.45 m.p.h. while the smaller engine 
would have covered, a distance of 8,830 miles at 48.4 m.p.h.  The disparity in speed and 
distance between these results is, of course, attributable to the higher rate of revolutions 
of the smaller engine.

The 38-H.P. Engine Test

First Bench Test
The speed of the engine was 1200 r.p.m. 
giving a limit of 50.0 h.p. below which the 
h.p. was at no time to fall.

The duration of the test was 5 days 14 
hours 15 minutes or 134.25 hours.

There were no stops incurring any 
penalties.

There were five stops totalling 1 hour and 
56 minutes which did not incur any penalty 
under Rule 6 (2)

The load was eased for a total of 19 
minutes for brake adjustments, but the 
engine was not stopped.  Average horse-
power recorded, 54.3.

Petrol consumed, 614 gallons equal to 
.679 pints per horse-power hour.

Running Test
On completion of the first test, the engine was removed from the bench and fitted under 
observation to the chassis without any vital parts being disturbed.  A standard type four-
seater body was fitted and the car proceeded from Coventry to Weybridge – 112 miles.  
The average weight of the car and passengers on the road was 4,085 lbs = 1 ton 16 cwt 
1 qr 25 lbs.

The runs on Brooklands track amounted to 1,930.5 miles at an average speed of 42.4 
mph with an average weight of car and passengers of 3,805 lb.  A distance of 5 miles was 
traversed in running to and from the car-headquarters and the track, and this with the 
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A general view of the test.

Conclusion of the first part of the 
test which shows Messrs Julian 
Orde, Wood, Hardy, Instone, 
Beallmont, Mervyn O’Gorman, 
Lyon Sampson etc.

return journey to Coventry made a total mileage of 2,159.5.
The petrol consumption on the track was equal to 20.57 m.p.g. and on the road 19.48 

m.p.g.  The ton-miles per gallon of fuel were 34.94 on the track and 35.97 on the road.

Final Bench Test
On arrival in Coventry, the engine was replaced on the test bench and run for 5 hours 15 
minutes during which there were no stoppages of any description; the load was eased 
for 15 minutes for brake adjustments.

Average horse-power recorded, 57.25.
Petrol consumed, 22.5 gallons = .599 pints per horse-power hour.  The judges append 

the following remarks to their certificate: “The engine was completely dismantled, and 
no perceptible wear was noticeable on any of the fitted surfaces.  The cylinders and 
pistons were found to be notably clean.  The only perceptible wear in any part was 
caused by two joint pins rubbing against adjacent parts.  The ports of the valves showed 
no burning or wear.”

The 22-H.P. Engine performed equally well.
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Fitting up the 22 h.p. car.

Two cars ready for departure to 
Brooklands.

Sleeves from the 38 h.p. test 
motor, bearing seal of R.A.C.  
After their unparalleled work, 
the machine took marks have 
not been worn off their bearing 
surfaces.
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Photo of Piston from 38 h.p. test motor.  
Carbon deposit confined entirely to small area 
at outer edge, the centre being so clean as to 
leave plainly visible the stamped shop number  
“5539”.

Snapped at Brooklands.

Snapped at Brooklands.

Snapped at Brooklands.
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ROYAL DAIMLERS AT SANDRINGHAM
(Thoroughbred & Classic Cars, June 1977, p9)

In this Silver Jubilee year, it’s pleasing to know that the Royal Household’s sense of 
history extends to motor cars too, and it is at Sandringham, the Queen’s Norfolk home, 
that many of the cars which have faithfully served the Kings and Queens of England 
since the turn of the century lie preserved and on view.

Naturally there is a preponderance of Daimlers, including the first ever ordered by the 
Royal Family, though a specially bodied Ford Zephyr MkII is similarly honoured – a 1956 
model, it was the first modern estate car acquired by the Royal Household.  Together 
with Sandringham house and its grounds, this small but totally unique collection is well 
worth a visit.

Double six Daimler engine from the 1929 Brougham 
delivered to George V in 1929.

Occasional seating and woodwork in Queen 
Mary’s 1947 limousine.

One wouldn’t consider a Zephyr 6 small – except when flanked by such as the Hooper limousine built on 
a 6-cyl Daimler chassis for Queen Mary in 1947 (below), and the 1936 32hp Daimler shooting brake of 
George VI.
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Above left, 1929 Daimler Double Six Brougham, 
and below left with (foreground) 1913 45hp Daimler, 
and 1924 shooting brake.

Chauffeur’s seat in the 1913 Daimler limousine.Royal eyes could keep track of time and 
distance in the Brougham Daimler.

This Daimler shooting brake by Hooper was used 
extensively by King George V at both Sandringham 
and Balmoral.

The first car to be purchased by a member of the 
Royal Family; 1900 6hp Daimler phaeton for the 
Prince of Wales.

Above, George V’s 1936 shooting brake with 
straight-eight 4½-litre engine has only 26,450 miles 
on the clock.
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ABOUT THE WONDERFUL DAIMLER FLUID 
FLYWHEEL SELF-CHANGING TRANSMISSION

(Reproduced from a booklet published by the Daimler Company and recently rediscovered 
by Dave Philpot)

In the Daimler Transmission the orthodox 
friction clutch is replaced by the Fluid 
Flywheel shown in section opposite.  This 
has only two members:  The outer or driving 
member which is fastened to the engine 
crankshaft, and – within it and quite free to 
move independently – the driven member 
which is fastened to the gearbox shaft.  Both 
members have a number of cup-shaped 
pockets separated by radial webs formed 
on their facing surfaces.  The Fluid Flywheel 
is nearly full of ordinary engine oil; and it is 
the spiral circulatory motion of this oil around 
the pockets, due to centrifugal force, which 
transmits the power from the driving 
to the driven member.

When the engine is idling, no 
power is transmitted; but as the 
engine is speeded up, the force of 
the oil increases with tremendous 
rapidity so that at normal speeds 
there is only a difference of 2 percent 
between the speeds of the two 
members.  In other words, the Fluid 
Flywheel is an automatic clutch of 
infinite smoothness which cannot be 
damaged by slip.

The other part of the transmission 
is the well-known self-changing 
gearbox; in which all the gears are constantly in mesh and are 
therefore silent.  Any one of the four ratios is “pre-selected” 
by the small lever under the steering wheel, and may then be 

engaged whenever required – with 
perfect silence, safety and certainty 
– by depressing and releasing the left 
pedal.  Smoothness of engagement 
is assured under circumstances by 
the cushioning effect of the Fluid 
Flywheel.
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Auckland
January
No Run

Feb 11th
Ellerslie

Feb 18th
Western Springs 

For both of the above February shows contact Bryan on 09-630-5172 if attending

March 4th
Howick.  Contact Martin 09-626-4868 if attending

March 23–25th
National AGM Thames

April
Auckland BOP/Waikato AGM.  Café.  We are looking to head to Cambridge, details to 
come.

May
Weekend Away Tirau, Rotorua over night.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Manawatu
December 10th
President’s BBQ, once again we are invited to Peter & Charmayne’s home in Wanganui.  
We supply the meat and orange juice.  Bring a pot luck salad or dessert, a chair, cutlery 
and crockery and a $5 gift for your own gender.

January 14th 2018
Summer picnic at Ashhurst Domain, a relaxed day in the sun, BYO everything, BBQs are 
on site.  Meet at the Domain from about 11.00am.

February 11th 2018
The Wellington British Car Day at Trentham has been saved from oblivion and will be 
run to the same format as previously.  The organiser now is Denis Christiansen of the MG 
Car Club.  We will meet at the Ohau Weigh station at 8.30am.  If anyone attending has a 
towbar or lots of room to assist with transporting the sound system, please let me know.

Hitting the Road ...
Daimler Events Diary
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March 4th
The date set for the Branch AGM.  Format is BYO lunch at President Pauline’s property 
in Greens Road.  We always welcome new blood on the committee and would like your 
ideas and support.

March 23–25th 2018
National Mini Rally & AGM in Thames.  The registration form is enclosed, ensure you 
complete the details and return before 1st February.  It promises to be a great weekend!

Also for those interested,
February 18th is the Shannon Car Show.
March 11th is the Hawkes Bay British Car Day.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Interested in Joining one New Zealand’s largest 
one mark/marque car clubs?

Then Join the Daimler & Lanchester (Jaguar) Spare Parts 
Owners Club in New Zealand.
The “Club” based in Christchurch, provides parts sales to members only, has a wide of 
parts available in stock for most Daimler/Jaguar motor vehicles from, MK1 Jaguar, XK120 
through to modern Jaguars/Daimlers and Lanchester vehicles currently in stock.  Both 
new and some second hand stock.  We stock parts for X Type, S Type and the XJ range.

We have approximately 3500 individual of line items available x stock for the above 
vehicles.

The club is run by a group of volunteers, open for business/parts orders and information 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8.30 am to 1.00pm.  The majority of orders from x 
stock are shipped the same day with competitive overnight freight rates.  We can also 
provide hassle free shipping from overseas for those hard to get parts.

Some advantages of the club:
Bi-monthly magazine.
Parts availability and information.
Hassle-free importing and supply of parts from overseas.
Access and availability to some hard to source parts.
Price advantage for modern vehicles over most suppliers.

If you are interested in joining go to our website http://daimjag.org.nz to find out further 
information.
If interested in joining forward an e-mail the club at daimjagspares@xtra.co.nz for a 
membership application form.
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Members are welcome to use this space free of charge.
Forward details to Mike King before 10th of the month of publication.

Name Badges
These are available from Waikato BOP Branch. Cost is $21 each, contact Paul Edginton, 
pledginton@gmail.com.

Wanted
Daimler Conquest key number FA588.  Long serving member, Wallace Parkinson had 
his stolen, if you have one and can have a new one cut, he will be most grateful.  If the 
number is not on the key, it will be on the ignition barrel.  Contact Wallace on Contact 
Wallace on 07-315-8052 or coral@xnet.co.nz.

Daimler Consort front grill shell, pair of bumper mounting spring (not the irons) and a 
pair of front stub axles.  Contact Kevin Christopher at info@classiccarjourneys.co.nz or 
phone 03-442-4482

For Sale
Daimler V8 parts including grills, lights & 
badges for sale.  Price by negotiation.
Contact Belinda Whitfield fcandjwhitfield@
xtra.co.nz 09-483-9355 or 027-689-5296.

Daimler Conquest.  
This car has been housed in a shed for some 40 
years.  The family would love the car to go to 
someone who would love it and restore it (rather 
than broken for parts).  The cylinder head has been 
removed, rust is minimal, they are flexible in price.

The first contact is Neil Gamble, neilgamble8@gmail.com 651 Centre Road, R.D.1, Outram 
9073, 027-473-3035.

Daimler Series 2 1975.  This car started life as the Hamilton Mayoral Car prior to being in 
the care of ex DLOCNZ member Bruce Henderson.  It is still in exceptional condition with 
Susan Worthington in Waikanae.  It has a new WOF but needs a new home as Susan is 
unable to use the car as much as she would like.  The asking price is $8000 or near offer.  
Contact susanworthington@clear.net.nz. phone 04-904-9016.

Members’ Market ...
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Daimler Conquest Cars and Parts
1954 Daimler Conquest in full running order with new motor.  Interior needing some 
tender loving care.
Daimler Conquest car not in running order although with most of parts.
Parts to Daimler conquest – note all parts have some corrosion but are salvageable:
3 transmissions – 2 complete, 1 parts
3 cylinder heads – 2 cast iron base, 1 alloy complete with valves and springs.  Thermostat 

housings on heads
2  complete rocker shaft assembles
2  inlet manifolds
1 exhaust manifold
1 air filter assembly
1 bare short back
1 short motor with fluid flywheel
1 Bare flywheel only
1 fan, water pump pulley and drive flange
1 t/seal
1 t/cover
1 oil pump
1 studs
Bolts, nuts, 
1 Rear engine plate
1 generator bracket
2 sumps
1 complete diff
1 parts of diff – housing/gears/axles/brake drums
1  bonnet
3  road wheels and hub caps
Contact Caryn Radburn, 39 Ayton St, Gisborne, 06-867-0506 or 027-600-4480.
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