
February~March 2017

February–M
arch 2017



NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

President: David Patten 156–160 New York Street, Martinborough 5711
  Ph: 06 306 9006
  Email: dave.patten@wise.net.nz
Vice President: Martin Walker 460 Blockhouse Bay Road
  Ph: 09 626 4868
  marttinwalker@xtra.co.nz

Secretary: Mike King 21 Millar St, Palmerston North 4410
  Ph: 06 357 1237  Fax: 06 356 8480
  Email: mwking45nz@hotmail.com
Treasurer: Peter Mackie P.O. Box 8446, Havelock North 4157
  Ph: 06 877 4766
  Email: peter.mackie@slingshot.co.nz
Club Captain: Winston Wingfield 7 Pioneer Crescent, Helensburgh, Dunedin 9010
  Ph: 03 476 2323
  Email: wingiewk@xtra.co.nz
Patron: Pauline Goodliffe
Editor: Mike King
Printer: Aorangi Print (Penny May) 125 Campbell Rd, RD 5, Feilding 4775
  Ph: 06 323 4698 (home) Mob: 021-255-1140 
  Email: penfriend1163@gmail.com
Website: www.daimlerclub.org.nz

All membership enquiries to the Secretary.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE MAGAZINE

Please send all contributions for inclusion in the magazine directly to the Secretary via fax email or 
mail by the TENTH day of the month prior to publication.

DISCLAIMER

The views and opinions expressed in this magazine are purely those of the authors and 
are not necessarily those of the Daimler and Lanchester Owners’ Club.



February – March 2017  1

February~March 2017

CONTENTS
  Page
From the Driver’s Seat – National President’s Report ............................................ 2

Getting Up to Speed – National Secretary’s Report  ............................................... 3

Round the Bazaars – Daimlers on the Run  ............................................................. 4

Trophy List for 2017 National Rally ......................................................................... 6

Mailbox....................................................................................................................  7

Timelines .................................................................................................................  8

Articles of Interest:

        The 40 hp Lanchester – a Rival to the 40/50 hp Rolls-Royce ........................... 12

                Photo Gallery ............................................................................................  14 & 15

        SP250 Clutch Fork ............................................................................................ 25

Hitting the Road – Daimler Events Diary ................................................................. 26

Members’ Market ................................................................................................... 28

Attention All Club Members
A thoughtful Treat for your Daimler Enthusiast!

We have supplies of “D” Key Rings and our Daimler & Lanchester Owners Club in N.Z. 
Custom Grille or Bumper Badge.

As you will see from the photo the Badge has been reproduced using our original Die but 
cast in a lighter Alloy (originally Brass), with a Chrome and Blue Enamelled Centre section 
as opposed to the earlier Resin insert.

The unit cost, including postage is
• $6.60 for the Key Ring 
• $55.00 for the Grille/Bumper Badge.

Please forward your requirements and cheque to:-
DLOC in NZ 
Peter Mackie
PO Box 8446
Havelock North 4157
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Happy New Year to one and all, I hope that you have all had a safe and enjoyable 
Christmas and got the opportunity to spend quality time with family and friends.

I was very sad to hear of the passing of long-time Otago member Alex Meikle.  Our 
condolences go out to his family.  I first met Alex at a Rally in Palmerston North some 
years ago.  Alex attended with Winston, they were driving Alex’s Conquest.  Alex had a 
great sense of humour and was a loyal and supportive Daimler Club member he will be 
missed.

2017 is going to be a great year for our Daimler car club starting with the various club 
events and of course our AGM and Rally in Tauranga.  The rally is going to be a great 
event and the highlight for the DLOC calendar for the year.  Your organising committee 
have done a great job so if you have not done so already, don’t delay you need to register 
as at last count rooms were filling fast.

Maree and I had a very enjoyable Christmas with my sons returning home for a few 
weeks from England and Australia, locally-based family members joined in with the 
festivities we ended up with quite large numbers at the dinner table over the Christmas 
and Boxing Day period.

I took this opportunity to enlist some help with cleaning cars over the week between 
Christmas and New Year as the Morris 8 car club had scheduled a visit to my Daimler Den 
on the 2nd of January.  The Morris car club were holding their AGM & Rally in Masterton 
over the New Year holiday period so we were honoured to have 25 or so beautifully 
restored Morris 8’s parked up on our property for a couple of hours.

Also in January I attended as a spectator the Classic Car event Cruise Martinborough.  
There were about 300 classic cars mostly American muscle cars but a few English 
models, no Daimlers and only one Jaguar a 1968 420.  This is quite a popular event for 
Martinborough with cars and spectators visiting from all around the country.  On the 
Saturday the roads around the Town Square are closed and all the cars are on display 

for most of the day.  I noticed an interesting 
machine lined up with the cars, a three wheel 
motor bike (Trike) fitted with a Chev V8 engine.  
You might ask yourself what’s this all got to do 
with Daimlers, well I noticed the rear axle was 
from an XJ series 2 so there is a link after all. 
Hopefully I will see you at the Rally.

Dave Patten

Trike fitted with a V8 motor

From the Driver’s Seat ...
A Message from your National President
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Welcome to our new members this month.
• Robert & Sue Notley are from Masterton and have a Daimler V8.
• Laurie Roberts from Auckland has a Daimler V8 ex Wayne Marmont.

It is now exactly 10 years (60 magazines!) since Penny and I took over the publication 
of this magazine, it just seems like yesterday.  As long as nobody gets bored with my 
efforts, or would like to take on the role, I guess we’ll keep rolling ’em out!  The position 
is always there for someone with fresh ideas (hint-hint).

For all those wishing to attend this year’s Rally at Tauranga, officially registrations 
have closed!  BUT, I’m sure there is a space left for any other member who may like to 
attend.  Rod has an interesting and varied program, plus of course the grand company 
of your fellow club members.  There is time to do it, NOW!!

It is intended that the Concours competition is restricted to the higher standard of 
cars to ease the time taken to complete the judging.  A summary of the Trophies for 
presentation are included elsewhere.

Congratulations to Manawatu’s Cheryl and John Palliser on being honoured as 
medallists of the New Zealander of the Year Awards.  This was a result of many years of 
voluntary service to their community and their involvement with dancing.  Well done!

The project SP250 is now back at the painters for final preparation and painting.  The 
chassis is reunited with the body, all wiring and under-bonnet ancillaries are complete.  
The car is drivable and all mechanical bits are working.  When it comes back all the trim, 
doors, bonnet and boot need to be installed. It will require a repair certification then 
safety check and registration.

In Wanganui, Peter Whittens SP250 is also in the throws of final assembly.  It is 
back from the painters and is being reassembled.  Peter has had a slight hold up with 
crankshaft sealing rings but this is now apparently in hand.

Word has it that Martin Walker has a stranglehold on Conquest parts in Auckland.  He 
has literally had a fight on his hands, the Conquest objected to being dismantled, trying 
to crush his hand in the process!  I wish him a speedy recovery!

If you have current (or past) projects, I’m sure others would like to hear your story.  Put 
fingers to keys and forward to me for inclusion here…….

Late news, I have just heard of the passing of Alex Meikle, a very long-standing from 
Otago.  Our condolences to his family, an obituary will be included in the next magazine.

Mike King

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Note is given of the National AGM is to be held in Tauranga on Saturday 8th April 2017.

Any Remits or Notices of Motion must be lodged with the Secretary before 1st March

Getting up to Speed ...
A Word from your National Secretary
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Auckland Amblings
Auckland Xmas Run and Lunch
A few months ago, the committee thought it was time to return to Agave Restaurant, on 
the coast overlooking the Tasman Sea, with 29 booked for lunch, we met at the our usual 
southern starting point (BP Service Centre at Papakura), fast route approx. 46 minutes, 
our route should have taken 59 mins, with 12 of the 14 cars inline we  rolled down Gt 
South Road and across to Pukekohe, then on to Waiuku Road, and about 15kms from 
Waiuku, we turned off down roads that we hadn’t used before and not much traffic.  I was 
questioned if any gravel roads, I said not that I know and then we found road works and 
a little gravel, sorry to the members driving the 2 new Jaguars, it only lasted 2 seconds.  
The convoy came to a stop not far from Waiuku, when an Alvis bonnet popped up, Bryan 
needs to buy a real car.  Off we went again and bypassed Waiuku township to end up 
on Kariotahi Beach road and only a few minutes to our destination.  The restaurant is 
set up on the hill overlooking the iron sands and the rough misty ocean vista.  With the 
first drink on the club, we placed orders for mains fish, duck, angus steak or gnocchi and 
dessert of Saffron orange brulee with mango ice cream or Coconut curd with lemon and 
roasted pineapple.  After lunch Ian Hill pulled out the bagpipes and played a couple of 
tunes.

A big thanks to our members and committee that support the Auckland Branch and 
make the events a success.

Martin
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Waikato BoP Wanderings
Sunday 15th Jan
Although the weather was overcast and threatning rain 2x Conquest/Centurys, 1x XJ6. 
and one MG from our Branch joined the 32 other cars on the Annual All Clubs Picnic Run 
organised by the Hamilton Vintage and Classic C.C.

We enjoyed a plotted 1.5 hours run through picturesque countryside on quiet roads 
taking in villages and towns around the Waikato and Waipa Rivers including crossing the 
Awakino Dam.

Daimlers came 1st and 2nd in the final results with a VCC members Consort 1st and our 
own Alec McGowan 2nd in his Conquest so a great result on the day.

The Consort owner will hopefully be joining our Club for 2017.
Rod Mason

Round the Bazaars ...
Daimlers on the Run
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Hawkes Bay Highlights
The HB Branch held their Christmas function on Saturday 3rd December at the Boyce’s 
Residence in Hastings.  It was a lovely warm afternoon and we were able to sit outside 
while we enjoyed a lot of laughs provided by one of our members who was in fine form 
and as good as any good comedian.

The meal as usual was an interesting array of salads and desserts provided by 
members which we enjoyed with the delicious glazed ham supplied by the Club.

These social functions build goodwill and friendships and are an important part of 
belonging to this Club.

Ann Bowes
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Manawatu Meanderings
Our November event was a Christmas buffet, once again at one of our favourite 
establishments, the “Liffiton Castle” in Wanganui.  Our Rover Club friends joined us on 
this occasion, making a total of 41 of us at the table.  It was great to have past members 
Bruce and Zoe Henderson join us as guests, they were staying with Graeme and Joan 
Kennedy in Hawera.  Our meal was right up to expectation with entrees, a selection of 
meats and vegetables and of course, Christmas desserts.

We held our December 2016 BBQ at the Mt Lees Reserve.  The weather was kind 
to us this day, with only one very brief suggestion of rain, hardly enough to send us 
scampering for cover.  Mt Lees is a DOC Reserve, with a field of daffodils in Spring, and 
bush walks for those who feel so inclined.  We had reserved the Summerhouse for the 
day which has a basic kitchen and a shelter with a large table and seating.  As usual, 
there was a great variety of salads and desserts to compliment the bangers and patties.  
A gaggle of colourful Khaki Campbell and Muscovy ducks made themselves at our place 
to avail themselves of anything left over, no wonder they were so large!

So ends the year, we look forward to a great 2017.
Mike King

A 15-year-old Amish boy and his father were in a mall.  They were amazed by almost 
everything they saw, but especially by two shiny, silver walls that could move apart and 
then slide back together again.
 The boy asked, “What is this Father?”
 The father (never having seen an elevator) responded, “Son, I have never seen anything 
like this in my life, I don’t know what it is.”
 While the boy and his father were watching with amazement, a fat old lady in a 
wheelchair moved up to the moving walls and pressed a button.  The walls opened, and 
the lady rolled between them into a small room.  The walls closed and the boy and his 
father watched the small numbers above the walls light up sequentially.
 They continued to watch until it reached the last number… and then the numbers 
began to light in the reverse order.  Finally the walls opened up again and a gorgeous 
24-year-old blonde stepped out.
 The father, not taking his eyes off the young woman, said quietly to his son..... “Go get 
your Mother.”
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Trophy List for 2017 National Rally

Silver Tray Overall Winner National Concours.

Class 1.
All Daimler models to include DB18, Consort & Conquest models

Class 2.
All Daimler models to include Regency, 104, Majestic & Major.

Class 3.
All Daimler V8 manufactured from 1961 to 1969 inclusive.

Class 4.
All Daimler Sovereigns manufactured from 1966 to 1986 inclusive.
(All 420 Sovereigns and Series 1, 2 & 3 Sovereigns, including V12 till 1993.)

Class 5.
All Daimlers manufactured 1986 to 1994 inclusive to include XJ40 & XJ81 V12 models.

Class 6.
All Daimlers manufactured from and including 1995. X300 onward

Class 7.
Best Jaguar owned by a Daimler member.

Class 8.
Daimler SP250’s

Class 9.
Best Lanchester or BSA.

Wingfield Trophy.
Most original Daimler V8 1961 to 1969.

Roy Tilley Trophy – Silver Cup.
Best Conquest / Century.

Smiths Regrind Trophy. Written Questionaire.

Best Restoration since last National Rally .

Mary & Mac Hunter – Silver Tray. Peoples Choice.

Ray Budden – Sherriff’s Trophy.

Founders Trophy. Award for Service to the Club.
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From: simon simon@ganleyengineering.co.nz
Subject: Daimler E20

Hi,
With the house alterations pretty much done, it has been time to exhume the E20 
project.  So I pulled the diff out.  The ‘Light 20’ designation obviously refers to the car’s 
owner driver status.  I have never lifted such a heavy diff before.  The diff is in very good 
condition with the bearings and big phosphor bronze wheel being perfect.  However 
the left side thread that holds the big central wheel nut (it has wire wheels) looks a bit 
sus.  So I’ll have that sprayed and machined.  I don’t want the embarrassment of driving 
a three wheeler over the Harbour Bridge or into a hairpin with nothing on the clock 
but the maker’s name.  The splines are good.  The diff will get painted and the nuts and 
bolts replaced.  I’ll do the back brakes at the same time.  I took the rear leaf springs off.  
They also are very heavy.  The left side bush that sits in the front eye of the leaf spring 
is missing.  The labyrinth bolt was in place but of course doing bugger all.  It looked like 
the car had been briefly used like that.  Huh?  I’ll have a new labyrinth bush machined up 
in phosphor bronze and the springs set up by a spring maker.  The big wheel nuts have 
‘NEAR SIDE’ and ‘OFF SIDE’ cast into the centres.  Maybe the man who made them was 
a football enthusiast.  Certainly he would have been a weightlifter.  Anyone else would 
have written ‘LEFT’ and ‘RIGHT’ or simply ‘R’ and ‘L’.  With the back shock absorbers having 
been restored, it shouldn’t take long to get the above work done and the southern end 
of the chassis ready to be signed off.

Cheers, Simon

Mailbox .....

Morris the loudmouth mechanic was removing the cylinder heads from 
the motor of a car when he spotted the famous heart surgeon Dr. Michael 
DeBakey, who was standing off to the side, waiting for the service manager 
to come take a look at his Mercedes.
 Morris shouted across the garage, “Hey DeBakey! Is dat you?  Come on 
ova’ here a minute.”
 The famous surgeon, a bit surprised, walked over to where Morris the 
mechanic was working on the car.  Morris straightened up, wiped his hands 
on a rag and asked argumentatively, “So Mr. Fancy Doctor, look at dis here 
work.  I also open hearts, take valves out, grind ‘em, put in new parts, and 
when I finish dis baby will purr like a kitten.  So how come you get da big 
bucks, when you an’ me is doing basically da same work?”
 Dr. DeBakey leaned over and whispered to Morris the loudmouth 
mechanic, “Try doing it with the engine running.”
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Timelines Copies of full articles can be scanned, emailed or posted on request.

February 1977
SERVICE BULLETIN
2½-ltr DAIMLER CONQUEST & CENTURY MODELS Issued October 1954
In the original specification the bumpers and overriders used on the Century Mk 1 saloon were 
slightly heavier than the Conquest but owing to supply difficulties and the servicing of two 
types of bumpers and overriders it was decided to use a common bumper and overrider on the 
Conquest saloon, the Century saloon and the convertible.  To ensure that the correct replacement 
bumpers and overriders are obtained, the following dimensions will be of assistance:
Conquest type bumpers fitted to all Conquests and all Century Mk 2’s: 3½ inches in width.
Century Mk 1 bumpers: 4 inches in width.

2½-ltr DAIMLER CONQUEST SALOON Issued March 1954
We have had complaints made regarding door rattles which in actual fact is the result of the 
trafficator solinoid spindle vibrating, mainly due to wind pressure on the edge of the trafficator 
when in the down position.  We propose taking the matter up with Lucas but the problem 
can be overcome by greasing the spindle referred to.  Trafficators dealt with in this way at the 
works have not given any trouble in the form of noise.

2½-1tr DAIMLER CONQUEST Issued August 1953
The original design of the speedometer was not suitable when a wireless set was incorporated 
because it was not then possible to operate the trip mechanism.  The manufacturers are now 
developing a speedometer head which will enable a wireless set to be fitted and also the trip 
to be operated.  We have arranged that where complaints occur, we will supply one of the 
later type speedometer heads and the old one should then be returned to the factory for 
modification.

DAIMLER REGENCY MODELS Issued April 1956
A modified petrol tank has been fitted to the above models which has two breathers, thus 
eliminating any fear of fuel starvation at the carburettors.

PROPELLOR SHAFTS – DAIMLER V8 & SOVEREIGN MODELS July 1968
Recent investigations into complaints of severe propeller shaft vibration have shown that in 
virtually all cases, the condition arises from incorrect re-assembly of the sliding joint following 
engine removal and refitting.  It is the practise of some Service Personnel to divide the shaft at 
the sliding joint to facilitate engine removal but not to take sufficient care when re-coupling 
to ensure that the arrows on the yoke and shaft are in line.  This throws the propeller shaft 
completely out of balance which, in severe cases can be dangerous.  Quite apart from the 
risk of incorrect re-assembly, dividing a propeller shaft at the sliding joint may allow loss of 
lubricant from the splines and permit the ingress of dirt and water.  The correct method is to 
remove the four bolts and nuts and disconnect at the transmission coupling flange.  It is the 
responsibility of all Distributors and Dealers to notify their Service Personnel to this effect.

Timelines ...
Our club history from 5 decades of 
magazines ...
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WIRE WHEELS – DAIMLER V8 & SOVEREIGN MODELS January 1968
Commencing at the above date, improved wire wheels in plated or painted form incorporating 
a forged centre hub and straight spokes are fitted.  Due to the configuration of the spokes, the 
wheels are not interchangeable with the previous type except in car sets of five.

BRAKE FLUID RECOMMENDATIONS – ALL MODELS January 1968
Your attention is drawn to the fact that although modern brake fluids are not affected by 
metal alloys, mouldings and rubber parts used in the braking system, they can however, 
absorb moisture from the atmosphere to varying degrees.  Any moisture content will lower 
the resistance to freezing and seriously reduce the temperature at which the fluid will boil.  
This deterioration, if slight, may not render the brakes unsafe for ordinary use but full braking 
power in an emergency or for use in mountainous country may be affected.  It is therefore, 
strongly recommended that the brake fluid be renewed every 18 months.  Additionally, if a 
Continental journey is to be undertaken it is recommended that the fluid be renewed before 
departure if this has not already been done within the previous 9 months.
(Our members with disc brakes would be well advised to drain, flush and renew their brake 
fluid now before corrosion sets in due to moisture in the fluid.  I’ll bet that about half of all 
Daimler V8 saloons have never had the brake fluid changed and this is borne out by the 
number of wheel cylinders and piston assemblies we are now replacing.)

********************
Photo of the 1953–4 Royal Tour cars.

The fleet of cars used during the Royal Tour of NZ in 1953–4.  The photo was sent down by 
Trevor Harrison and in the front row we have the six Straight-Eights, we still cannot account for 
one of the saloons, then Snipes and Sheeerlines in the second row, all Humber Snipes in the 
third row and finally four Daimler Conquests in the back row plus a Snipe and a Vauxhall.  (That 
car just seems out of its class in that collection.)

March 1977
Replacing Daimler V8 Master Cylinder Seals
Drain the brake fluid reservoir and detach the inlet and outlet pipes from the cylinder.  Detach 
the master cylinder push-rod from the brake pedal by discarding the split pin and withdrawing 
the clevis pin.  Remove the master cylinder from the housing by removing two nuts.
 Ease the dust excluder clear of the head and with suitable pliers remove the circlip now 
exposed.  This will release the push rod complete with dished washer.  Withdraw the piston 



 10 IN NEW ZEALAND INC

and remove both seals.  Withdraw the valve assembly complete with springs and supports.  
Remove the seal from the end of the valve.
 Lubricate the new seals and the bore
of the cylinder with brake fluid, fit the seal
to the end of the valve ensuring that the
lip registers with the groove.  Fit the
seals in their grooves around the
piston.  Insert the piston into
the spring support ensuring
that the head of the valve
engages the piston bore.

 The club can supply the complete reconditioning kit as shown in the diagram below, price 
$19.50.  We also have a smaller seal kit containing the three seals and dust excluder for $2.50.  
And if the bore of the Master Cylinder is too badly corroded to hone out satisfactorily, we can 
supply new Master Cylinders.

******************
Photo of what is now Pauline Goodliffe’s Majestic Major.

This is the Majestic Major Limousine which a Christchurch member bought in Auckland a 
couple of months ago, and which was mentioned in last month’s magazine.  The model differs 
from the ordinary Major in that it has about 18 inches added in the middle to allow room for 
two extra folding seats behind the front seat.  A sliding glass partition is also fitted between 
the top of the backrest of the front seat and the roof, hence the front seat is non-adjustable.
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Roy Tilley with his first New Zealand Daimler, a 1956 Conquest ... he still has it!

*********************

February–March 2007
Replacement of drop arm & drag link bushes in Daimler V8 (Mike King)
These items are notoriously short-lived.  Mine only lasted 4 years/10,000 miles.  They reside 
under the steering box which has a typically English characteristic.  If it’s not leaking oil it is 
empty!  Even the @dry@ one on the idler side was disintegrating.
 This is not synonymous with maintaining rubber bushes in good condition!  Answer, 
replace bushes with Nolathane type.  These should be available from your suspension shop, 
less than $50 for the pair, and are easier to replace than the standard type.  Part number is 
41033.
 The original bolt has to be removed from the old bushes, if yours are like mine, the rubber 
has degenerated so much they will fall out!  Clean off all traces of rubber, lube the pin with the 
supplied grease and simply  push the two halves of the new bushes into the drag link and refit 
the pin.  The Nolathane is impervious to oil, has less friction than the rubber, will give more 
positive and lighter steering.
 One suggestion I have received re leaky steering boxes, thoroughly mix 90 or 140 grade 
gear oil with grease.  Make this as thick as possible whilst still being able to actually get it into 
the ‘box.  It will still provide lubrication whilst greatly retarding leakage.

V8 Tappet Lubrication.
Also an interesting article on the properties of Grease.
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Articles of Interest ...

One of the Clouston family, with the 40 HP Lanchester which Jock Clouston bought in 1958.

THE 40 HP LANCHESTER – 
A RIVAL TO THE 40/50 HP ROLLS-ROYCE

(NZR-R&BC, Issue 16-5, pp13–18)

Let’s play a game.  What does Buster Keaton have in common with His Imperial Highness, 
Prince Chichibu of Japan?  Or Edsel Ford with the Maharajah of Alwar?  Or the Prince of 
Wales, the future uncrowned King Edward VIII, with our Southern Region member Geoff 
Edwards?  Do you give up?  They were or are all owners of 40 HP Lanchesters, and the 
Duke of York, the future King George VI, owned two.  Our present Queen had her first 
public appearance from her father’s 40 hp Lanchester.

The 40 HP Lanchester could have been an important rival to the Rolls-Royce 40/50 HP, 
although during their production run from 1919 until 1929 they built only 392 examples, 
along with 39 armoured cars on a similar chassis, whereas Rolls-Royce Limited built 
almost 9,000 40/50 HP chassis.

The four Lanchester brothers had been active in their various fields since the very 
earliest days of motoring, and their later advertising incorporated the undisputed 
claim that they had built “the first British 4-wheeled petrol-driven car” in 1895; any 
predecessors had relied upon French or German designs.

Henry (1863–1953), the oldest in the family, was a successful architect, and also 
designed some bodies for the Lanchester Company.  Fred (1868–1946) was a polymath, 
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Glynn Williams’s photograph of a pre-1905 Lanchester, 
departing from Hyde Park Corner on the 1973 London to 
Brighton Run.

and during his life he filed 426 patent 
applications; his first job, at 6d an 
hour at the Patent Office, was useful 
for his later activities, but, after part 
of an engineering training, he started 
work for the Forward Gas Engine 
Company in Birmingham, where he 
was later joined by his brother George 
(1874–1970) as an apprentice.  Fred 
rented a small factory in Birmingham 
to produce the results of his ideas, 
initially bicycle pedals and hubs.  He 
and George worked there during 
their “spare” time, and were joined by 
their other brother, Frank (born 1870); 
his career in merchant banking was 
useful in his role as General Manager 
of Lanchester Brothers.

Fred’s design of a self-starter for 
gas engines yielded a useful income, 
and the principles of gas engines led 
logically to petroleum powered designs.  Fred’s designs were always unique, and his 
obsession with balance meant that the use of duplicate connecting rods and contra-
rotating crankshafts cancelled vibrations.  In those days before car design settled down 
to a front engine transmitting power to the rear axle, Lanchesters had a short and rigid 
chassis, long and flexible quarter-elliptic springs at both ends, a horizontally situated 
engine underneath and between the front seats, tiller steering, and an epicyclic gearbox 
transmitting power to the back axle by worm drive.  It was only after the Great War that 
some concessions were made to a more conventional appearance, with the engine 
and radiator well in front of the passenger area, but the gearbox and rear axle designs 
continued.

As the Lanchester marque became established, with some capital provided by T.B. 
Barker of the Forward Gas Engine Company, they were joined by an early motorist with 
the engaging name of Archie Millership.  S.C.H. Davis, who knew all the protagonists 
well, wrote that Millership was such an expert proponent of the Lanchester driving 
method that he was able to close the lid of a hunter watch with a skilfully placed front 
tyre, a feat which imitators Davis felt must have helped the watch-repairing industry.  
Despite a profit being shown each year, an unsuccessful attempt to raise more capital 
by a share float led to bankruptcy in 1904.  Fred’s equity was diluted by a 2 for 1 share 
issue, but his relationship to the Board of Directors was always troubled, and he possibly 
felt the conflict of interest which can afflict directors who sit on several boards.  Having 
acted for the Daimler Company since 1909 as a consultant, he finally left the Lanchester 
Company for Daimler in 1914.

(Continued on page 16)
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Auckland Xmas lunch.

Manawatu BBQ.

Manawatu BBQ.

Auckland Xmas lunch.

Auckland Xmas lunch.
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Manawatu Christmas dinner, Liffiton Castle.

Manawatu members Christmas dinner.

Manawatu BBQ.

Manawatu Christmas dinner, Janice Zachan, 
Pauline Goodliffe & Eris Hollier.

Manawatu Christmas, Graeme Kennedy & 
Bruce henderson.

Manawatu BBQ.
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George, a more pragmatic man, continued most of Fred’s principles as he assumed 
control of design, and the Lanchester brothers remained close as they worked on 
armoured cars, ambulances, tender wagons, aeroplane engines, gears for synchronising 
machine gunfire through propellers, and many other projects.  The Lanchester machine 
gun was a standard weapon for H.M. navies 
through at least the 1960s, as an alternative 
to the Sten gun, which was reckoned to be as 
dangerous to the firer as the firee.

Fred had designed a screw of much 
finer thread than the coarse varieties which 
continually came loose when subjected to 
the inevitable vibration, and this design 
became, in effect, the British Standard Fine, 
those elusive relics for which we are always 
on the lookout.  His designs for cantilever 
rear springing were carefully studied by 
Henry Royce, who kept a 28 hp Lanchester 
at his home in the south of France, and 
until Tom Clarke’s research, using drawings, 
photographs and recollections newly 
discovered, it was always a moot point as to 
whether Henry Royce, or Fred Lanchester, 
had first come up with the design of the 
“slipper” vibration damper, so important in the successful operation of six-cylinder 
engines.  It was Fred’s patent which was successfully filed in 1909, negating the “power 
rattle” espoused by S.F. Edge of Napier, and which was likely to destroy a six-cylinder 
engine by the torsional vibration stresses inherent in its design.  A Royal Commission 
was held in 1921, to assess claims for work carried out during the recent war in addition 
to that already paid by the Government, and Fred Lanchester’s claim for engines built 
using his vibration damper was – sort of – rewarded, but his reputation could not have 
been enhanced by the experience of the cross-examinations, and this perhaps led to 
his eventual grudging inability to afford a car carrying his name on its radiator.  His 
interests also included music, poetry, sound reproduction, colour photography, optics 
and powered flight; the sort of Victorian genius we can only marvel at.

Tom Clarke quoted from Sir Harry Ricardo (1885–1974) in this extract from Tom’s 
Royce and the Vibration Damper (Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust, 2002): “Ricardo waited 
until 1948, two years after Lanchester’s death, before presenting Royce’s claim in print.  
He did so in his magnificent obituary of Lanchester in ‘Obituary notices of Fellows of 
The Royal Society’ (volume 5, May 1948): ‘Sir Henry Royce ... appears to have been the first 
to identify the trouble [in the crankshafts of six-cylinder engines] as torsional vibration of 
the crankshaft; he tackled the problem by somewhat ad hoc methods, namely, by friction-
mounting his engine flywheel and fitting spring drives in all his auxiliary gearing, but it 
was Lanchester who first analyzed fully and laid bare the whole subject....  In 1907 he took 

Lanchesters generated fierce loyalty amongst 
their owners, and the late Francis Hutton-Stott 
owned several.  He first saw this 1908 20 HP 
Landaulette, chassis 771, when it was parked in 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent with an elderly lady and her 
chauffeur.  One day when it was parked, the car 
ran away with her, so she bought a new Austin 
and had the 1908 body transferred to it.  Hutton-
Stott bought the chassis and left word that he 
wanted the coachwork as well.  In due course he 
received a telegram from the chauffeur with this 
message:  “Mrs — died yesterday.  Body now for 
sale.”

(From page 13)
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out a patent for his now famous torsional vibration damper.’  This section of the obituary 
quotes the wrong date for Lanchester’s patent and gives the wrong impression that 
the spring drive appeared with Royce’s first damper.  Moreover, Sir Harry might have 
misunderstood Royce’s method to mean the rear flywheel of Royce’s engine was 
friction mounted because he went on to describe Lanchester’s damper as front-
mounted remote from the main flywheel.

“Ricardo’s assessment was taken on board by P. W. Kingsford in his ‘F.W. Lanchester: a 
life of an engineer’ (London: Arnold, 1960) where on pages 73–4 he paraphrased Ricardo 
with ‘Sir Henry Royce was apparently the first to identify it as torsional vibration of the 
crankshaft but the trouble was not analysed until Lanchester set his mind to work on it.’

“In acknowledging Royce’s earlier cure for torsional vibration Ricardo states the case 
that Lanchester could not accept in his lifetime.  Ricardo himself was not interested in 
debates about who was first to invent a device to solve a problem because he felt that 
any intelligent person presented with similar circumstances would inevitably devise a 
similar solution, as was true of Royce and 
Lanchester.  It is in this light that his last 
words in the obituary make charitable 
reading: ‘Like all great inventors who invent 
ahead of their time, Lanchester had to endure 
the mortification of seeing his own inventions 
reappear years later, perhaps in slightly 
modified form and under another name.  This 
he took very hardly, for he failed to recognise 
and accept that this, inevitably, is the fate of all 
such.’”

During the Great War, Lanchesters 
built 36 armoured cars for the Royal Naval 
Air Service, based on their 38 HP design; 
tenders and staff cars based on the 25 HP; 
many varieties of armaments, winches and 
other equipment for the Royal Navy; the 100 
hp air-cooled V8 engine of original Renault 
design for the Royal Aircraft Factory; and 
the 80 HP Gnome engine.  Fred Lanchester’s 
“Vaporiser” carburettor was used, and this 
pumped fuel from the tank to a series of 
wicks, the vapour from these being circulated 
by a mixture of hot and cold air, controlled 
by a rotary throttle.  These armoured cars 
operated successfully in Russia in 1916 and 1917, covering 53,000 miles, under conditions 
where the temperature fell to minus 43 Celsius.

After the war ground to its conclusion, the Lanchester Company had to find peace-
time alternatives to the products they had contributed to the war effort, but their Board 
decided against diversifying, instead seeking the luxury car market as a competitor to 
Rolls-Royce, and began to build the 40 HP of just over 6 litres.  This had an overhead 

Slightly wistful wording in an advertisement from 
the “Illustrated London News” towards the end of 
the Great War.
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camshaft, inlet and exhaust manifolds on 
opposite sides of the engine, and valves 
located in cages so that they could be easily 
detached for the frequent decarbonising 
then necessary, despite the non-detachable 
cylinder head design.  Its power of about 100 
bhp compared favourably with that of the 
40/50 HP Rolls-Royce, while its chassis price 
of £1950 undercut the Rolls-Royce by £50.  As 
it was gradually realised that few customers 
could afford a 40 HP, a 21 HP followed Rolls-
Royce’s 20 HP lead a year later, in 1923.  
Again, Rolls-Royce’s product far outsold 
Lanchester’s, by about 2,940 to 700.

Although more orthodox in design 
than the pre-1914 Lanchesters, the 40 HP 
retained many individual features.  The front 
axle was a graceful “H” section forging, but 
on Chassis 1965, which is equipped with 
front brakes of 20” diameter, the axle is 
tubular.  The three-speed gearbox, although 
controlled by a conventional “gate” change, 
was of “graunch” free epicyclic design, and 
was lubricated at high pressure, indicated 
on a supplementary pressure gauge on the 
instrument panel.  The rear axle was of worm drive design, which was claimed to be 75% 
more efficient than any other design.  Water capacity was 36 litres, engine oil 40 litres, 
and the gearbox held 18 litres.  Wheels of the same 23” diameter as Rolls-Royce’s Silver 
Ghost were fitted, with 5:00 section tyres.  1965 has bolt-on wheels, but some 40 HPs 
had centre-lock Rudge Whitworth wheels fitted.   The chassis is of very large channel 

design, but boxed around the engine and 
gearbox, and Lanchester’s careful attention 
was paid to the springing frequency, making 
their own springs to a high polish, with 
thin perforated brass inter-leaving, careful 
lubrication, and leather gaiters.  Semi-
elliptical springs supported the front of the 
car, with very long cantilevers at the rear.

Lanchesters were exported to countries 
of the British Empire and Commonwealth, 
Indian clients being an important market, 
but cars were also sent to Brazil, France, and 
the United States of America, where they 
took a stand at the 1920 New York Motor 
Show.  Lanchester design continued to be 

Advertisement from the “Illustrated London 
News” 28 April 1923.

Front brakes of 20” diameter fitted to 40 HP, 
chassis 1965.
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innovative; in 1921 they were the first 
British car manufacturer to produce a 
left hand drive model for export, and 
they had a relationship with Brewster, 
whereby they became Lanchester 
agents.  After about twenty cars were 
sold, this agency disappeared, as Rolls-
Royce negotiated to buy Brewster.  
The Jamsaheb of Nawanagar bought 
his first Lanchester, a 12 HP two-
cylinder, in 1904 and drove it in the 
Delhi to Bombay Trial that December, 
maintaining an average speed of 
30 mph for the eight days.  His fleet eventually included 42 Lanchesters.  In 1970 the 
television presenter Alan Whicker included a visit to the Maharina of Alwar during an 
episode of “Whicker’s World.”  The story of her late father-in-law, the Maharajah, and 
his visit to the Rolls-Royce Conduit St showroom in 1924, was told, but not included in 
the televi-sion programme.  The Maharajah was dressed informally, or even shabbily, 
and that was the treatment he received from the sales staff.  Insulted, he visited the 
Lanchester showroom a few blocks away at 95 New Bond Street, and ordered a chassis, 
on which was built his State Landau, with coachwork copying the British Coronation 
Coach.

Lanchester’s own coachwork used many aluminium and duralumin pressings and 
castings to supplement the traditional ash wooden body framing, and “lavish” is not too 
strong a word to describe many of the designs offered.  George Lanchester recalled that 
he liked to see new body designs translated from the drawings to full-scale reality, using 
carved Cheddar cheese as an interim scale version.  Refined as the 40 HP Lanchester was, 
it could not compete for silence of operation with the side-valve Rolls-Royce design, for 
19 gears meshed in the engine, each adding its own sound; it was smooth at operating 
speeds, but was noisy at idle.  For the intended clientele, who habitually had their 
cars and their chauffeurs waiting outside social venues, the suggested solution by the 
Lanchester brothers, that the engine should be switched off, was not a popular solution.  
A redesign took place, but production was tailing off, with only 16 cars built in 1926, 10 in 
1928, and 4 in 1929, by which time it had to compete with the new Lanchester straight-8 
30 HP.

Here we quote from a letter which George Lanchester wrote from his home at 
Chulmleigh, Devon, on 19 April 1965 to Jock Clouston:  “Dear Mr Clouston, I am exceedingly 
sorry that all records of this design were destroyed, probably in the Coventry Blitz, and 
I have long since given all my Manuals away.  However, I enclose herewith some notes 
that may help you.  Your 40 is evidently one of the early ones from 1920/22.  As owing to 
the precise troubles you are having, we altered the design, fitting the Starter horizontally 
with Bendix (or Lucas) inertia pinion engagement with a toothed ring on the flywheel, 
and the Dynamo fitted horizontally at the front of the Motor on the off-side, driven by a 
Worm Gear off the Vertical Camshaft Drive.  This would be too big an alteration for you 
to tackle, and moreover a great expense.

Several 40 HPs were raced successfully at Brooklands, 
achieving lap speeds of over 100 mph average.  The tyre 
manufacturer Lionel Rapson, already the owner of two 40 
hp cars, ordered another special 40 hp racer, to be used 
for testing his tyres at high speed, and, helped by J.G. 
Parry Thomas and George Duller, set several records in 
the process.
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“I hope my notes will be lucid, and if successful, you could have your spare shaft 
renovated as a standby.

“The violent rattle that occurs is due to alternate slip/grip of the Clutch when the 
function angle is on the border line, i.e. before it fails to grip altogether.

“Yours sincerely, George Lanchester.
“P.S. I am now in my 91st year, and my memory is not as good as I would wish.”
Chassis 1965 was bought as a used car with a mileage of 2,000 in 1926 from Chas 

Jarrott & Letts in London by Hugh Williams, and came to his farm Te Parae, part of the 
original large holding of Brancepeth, in the Wairarapa.  It had two more owners from the 

1965’s engine has aspects of early design features 
(multiplicity of bevel gears and vertical mounting of 
dynamo and starter motor) and later.  The “extra” 
valve might be another vibration damping of the 
overhead camshaft.
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1940s, was bought by Jock Clouston of Turakina in 1958, and since his death it has come 
into the Southern Region.  1965 has a four/five seater saloon body, previously thought to 
have been built by Barker, but now thought to have been built by Lanchester, for their 
liberal use of alloy castings for the body construction is evident.  The Barker mechanical 
headlamp dipping system is used, possibly accounting for the confusion; certainly there 
are no coachbuilder’s plates to be seen.  It is a large car; and with its V-screen and very tall 
coachwork in polished aluminium and black above the waistline, it is most imposing, and 
making an interesting comparison to its Rolls-Royce competitors and contemporaries also 
resident in the Southern Region, once it is recommissioned.  Unusually, there are only two 
doors in the body, both for the convenience of rear seat passengers, so that access to the 

The interior of 1965 is a time capsule, with silk blinds and crocodile hide upholstery, and enough interior 
space to gracefully move between rear and front seats, despite there being only two doors.  The larger 
of the two levers is the gear lever, moving in a lockable gate, while the (slightly) smaller control is for the 
Barker infinitely adjustable headlamp dipping mechanism.
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front seats involves a certain amount of brushing in front of people, although the interior 
space is so generous that little crouching, or intrusion into personal space, is involved.

Jock Clouston kept records of most of his experiences with the Lanchester, varying 
from notes on “Post-it” sized paper, receipts (£20 for two new 33” by 5” 8-ply tyres plus 
10 shillings and 6 pence freight from Napier to Wanganui in December 1958) to letters 
from the car’s designer.  One of his first letters was to the remnant of the Lanchester 
Company on 3 March 1958, enquiring about a workshop manual and spare parts, and 
this brought a regretful response that the Company’s literature was destroyed in the 
Blitz, but suggested a person and a company in Camberley, in Surrey.

1965’s recommissioning is under way, with the engine running on its coil and 
distributor (the magneto which supplies current, alternately but not concurrently to a 
second set of fine set of vintage pink Lodge plugs, is not fitted) running quite smoothly, 
despite a habit of oiling up one of the plugs.  Since it will take some time to have 1965 
gracing the roads again, here are Scott Thomson’s driving impressions from thirteen 
years ago:

“To sit at the wheel, Lord of One Hundred Horses, is to experience the pride of another 
age, a royal coachman with four in hand, the Captain of a steam liner.

“From the right there are two horn buttons, just below the side window, available to 
elbow and finger.  At the lower right are the handbrake and gear lever.  Mixture and hand 
throttle are in the large centre of the smallish steering wheel.  Foot controls have a centre 
throttle, while the brake pedal is a bit out of things and up t the right.  Does this reflect 
Edwardian thinking, when the handbrake was first call for stopping?

“A lever physically dips the headlights, making them point down a little.  Seen from 
the front, the car seems to blink.  Down on the dash there is a clock, an ammeter at the 
centre of a brass panel for switches and wiring, and out to the left is a speedometer 
calibrated to 80 mph, and a rev counter calibrated to 3,000 rpm.  Oil gauges for the 
separate systems, engine and gearbox, are not calibrated, the black pointers merely 
moving into the white, signifying all is well.  As driver, I found the instrumentation rather 
far from my line of sight.

“The driving position is fine for me with almost a foot of headroom, but the impression 
is a bit like looking through a top storey window.  The eye goes out over the flat bonnet 
in polished aluminium to the golden lion on the radiator cap.  The black mudguards are 
both clearly visible.  Somewhere beyond is as much of the road as you need to see.

“As with many cars which have been in a family for a very long time, there are a few 
little jobs to do on the Lanchester.  One is the clutch, which is at the end of its life and 
adjustment.  Once low is pressed home with a bit of a shove to activate the epicyclic 
gearbox, there is a slight creep, so off we go!  By mistake I changed into top at abnormally 
low revs, but in true town-carriage style the Lanchester took it without fuss and just 
moved away.  Second of the three gears is bullish in a refined sort of way, but top will 
cope with square corners.

“Even at parking speed the steering is not really heavy for this sort of car.  There is 
good lock to deal with right angles, and from about 20 mph steering is positive, not 
heavy, with only a little lost motion.  Tightish corners common to sealed secondary 
roads produce a fair bit of body roll, originating from the soft suspension, and perhaps 
enhanced by the high body, which in turn tends to magnify the feeling.  On more open 
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corners, as at a fork junction, it is just a matter of looking for the apex, and driving the 
car through.

“Lanchester first introduced four-wheel braking on their smaller car, apparently 
because owner-drivers tended to rush about.  The Forty was a gentleman’s car, and 
gentlemen have professional chauffeurs who can be relied upon to keep out of trouble.   
Jock Clouston’s car was one of the first Forties to sport four anchors.  They have been 
serviced recently, and work well.  Operation is by normal rod and cable, boosted by 
hydraulic assistance at the pedal end.  It is reported that sustained use/riding of the 
brakes could cause hydraulic help to vanish.

“Given the circumstances, I drove the car gently, cruising at maybe 40 mph.  Tom 
Clouston considered that he held 50 on the way down, and his door-to-door time 
certainly confirmed that.  George Lanchester went on record that 78 mph was a good top 
speed for a tourer, though publicity stretched this to ‘3 to 83 in top gear.’  This particular 
car has considerable windage, and may well be lower geared.  Not a natural sprinter 
perhaps, but in its day and company, the Lanchester Forty was quick.

“The fast fraternity could have got more power with replacement of the Smith four-
jet carburettor by two more sporty units.  Lionel Rapson modified one for tyre testing, 
and with single-seater body it was a very useful track car, putting out around 145 bhp, 
and covering 1,100 miles at an average of over 95 mph.  Soft springing soaked up the 
notorious Brooklands bumps.

“Bill Boddy has published a detailed comparison of British luxury cars of the period, 
finding race lap speeds for what he considered to be more standard touring cars running 
stripped:

“Leyland Eight 99.21 mph (J.G.P. Thomas)
“Lanchester Forty 96.71 mph (C.A. Bird)
“Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost 86.02 mph (A.D. Sanderson)
“Napier 40/50 78.18 mph (A.G. Miller)
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“….One or two other Lanchesters were built without front doors.  This body is 
unusually stiff and rattle free for a car of this age and type, although how much of that 
is the absence of front doors and how much the strength of the chassis in the scuttle 
region is hard to say.  The gearbox is a massive brace in itself.  My day with the Forty was 
hot, but although the car had recently come quite a distance, it was cool inside, well 
ventilated with the little skylight in the roof.  I found it quite easy to move from front to 
back on the move, and it was very pleasant to stretch out in the back full length and have 
still more foot room.  Wood and fittings are all of the restrained best, not to mention the 
upholstery, thought to be crocodile skin.

“It’s all part of the appeal of a very special car.  Lanchesters had a reputation for being 
unorthodox.  Possibly that counted against them.  Possibly they just didn’t put enough 
effort into selling the very fine car they were making.  In 1931 Daimler took them over.”

Lanchester history is documented extensively in Chris Clark’s The Lanchester Legacy 
Volume One 1895 to 1931 (Coventry University Enterprises Ltd, Coventry, England 1995 
ISBN 0 905 9493 07); Tom Clarke’s Royce and the Vibration Damper (Rolls-Royce Heritage 
Trust, 2002); John Bolster’s The Upper Crust (Weidenfeld & Nicholson , London 1976); 
Anthony Bird’s The Lanchester 38 & 40 HP (Profile Publications, Leatherhead, Surrey 1966;  
articles by Alec Ulmann in The Bulb Horn, the magazine of the Veteran Motor Club of 
America, November/December 1975; Ian Bond in Classic and Sports Car, September 
1994; Michael Worthington-Williams in The Automobile, September 1984; our own Scott 
Thomson’s driving impressions in Beaded Wheels, December 2003/January 2004; and Jim 
Hutton’s notes on Jock Clouston in Blokes & Sheds (HarperCollins, Auckland, 1998).
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Polo Shirt orders
Here are photos of Polo shirts available 
from Manawatu Branch.

The long sleeved version is $40 with logo.  
It is a different fabric to the short sleeved 
one we already have.  It is available in S, M, 
L, XL, 2XL, and 3XL.

The short sleeved one is exactly the same 
as we had previously.  The cost is $55 per shirt plus postage.  
Men’s sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 3XL.

Women’s sizes are 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24.

Contact John Palliser (pictured) jcpall@xtra.co.nz, ph 
06 3670561 or Manawatu Branch to order.



February – March 2017  25

SP250 CLUTCH FORK
Mike King

The SP250 gearbox is “borrowed” from the Triumph as used in the TR3, Vanguard etc.  It 
also very strongly resembles the later Triumph 2000/2500 cars.  A frequent failure is the 
sheering of the bolt which locks the clutch fork to the cross shaft.  The result is much 
more free movement in the clutch operating mechanism and heavier operation.  The 
shaft on the bolt is tapered resulting in all the torque being applied at the bottom of the 
bolt, near the thread.  When the hardened steel bolt snaps, the torque is applied to the 
top of the bolt until that snaps too, then, no clutch!

Removing the bolt isn’t easy, the top part usually can’t be coaxed into exiting the 
hole.  The easiest method is to carefully drill a small hole in the top of the shaft, then with 
a piece of stiff wire it can hopefully be ejected!  Stubborn cases may require the cutting 
and replacement of the cross shaft.

To effect a more permanent repair.  I reinforced it with an additional bolt.  With the 
shaft removed, a new original bolt was installed to ensure original alignment.  I drilled a 
new hole at the opposite end of the fork in horizontal plane and taped the fork and shaft 
to suit a high tensile bolt, ensuring it wouldn’t foul on the pressure plate.  This will now 
give 3 sheer points rather than 1.

On assembly, the original bolt was wired as original, the additional one secured with 
loctite.

SP250 clutch fork assy.

SP250 clutch fork reassembled.

SP250 Clutch fork bolt.

SP250 clutch fork.
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Auckland
February 12th
Ellerslie Concours Car shows

February 19th
Galaxy of Cars – Western Springs

For both February shows please contact Bryan if attending.

March 5th
Brit / Euro Car Show, Lloyd Ellsmore Park please contact Martin

March 26th
Auckland Branch AGM – Highwic House 

April 7–9th
National AGM – Tauranga

April 30th
Old Cements Works Picnic

May 21st
Tauwhare Miltary Museum

June 25th
5:30pm Mid Winter Dinner – McHugh Dinner
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Waikato BOP
Sunday 12 March
Branch AGM to be held at the Arts Centre, Rewi St, Te Aroha.
We will start at 11.00am and after the formal meeting enjoy a shared lunch supplied by 
members.  Tea and coffee supplied. Please make the effort to attend to have your say on 
the future of our Branch.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Hawkes Bay
19th February
Visit to Manawatu.
There are many enthusiastic members here who will join us for an interesting visit.

Hitting the Road ...
Daimler Events Diary
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5th March
Hawke’s Bay DLOC AGM.
Please diary this date.  To be held at the Bowes Residence, 48 Te Awa Ave, Napier.  AGM 
at 11.00am followed by a BBQ.
This will follow the usual format with the Club supplying the meat and members bringing 
salads or desserts to share.  Apologies to Ann Bowes 835-8469.

12th March
Wheels on Windsor.
This is always a nice social picnic day while the cars are displayed on the Daimler Club 
Stand.

7th–9th April
National Rally in Tauranga.

16th April
Easter themed run.

21st May
Keep this date free, details to follow.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Manawatu
February 12th
Wellington British Car day.

March 5th
Branch AGM BYO BBQ lunch at Pauline Goodliffe’s in Greens Road

March 12th
Hawkes Bay British & European Car Day, Windsor Park Hastings

April 2nd
Manawatu Motor Show.
This is to be held outdoors at Arena Manawatu and is open to all to display.  Contact 
secretary Ian Hodgkinson for an entry form if you wish to exhibit your car. 

April 7, 8, 9th
NATIONAL RALLY TAURANGA.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Members are welcome to use this space free of charge.
Forward details to Mike King before 10th of the month of publication.

Name Badges
These are available from Waikato BOP Branch. Cost is $21 each, contact Paul Edginton, 
pledginton@gmail.com.

For Sale
SP250 rotissary & framework. Contact 
Mike King 027-448-2752 for details (See 
photo)

1954 Daimler Conquest now being stripped, 
very rusty body, green seats are good (front 
passenger has holes in it) but others intact 
so far.  Dials are white background, all good 
except the speedo would need cleaning up.  
Glass all intact but 20 years of dirt and lichen. 
If interested in any part off the car email 
Martin at dlocauckland@yahoo.co.nz

Wanted
Daimler Century back exhaust manifold for prospective member. Contact Joe 
Brunclett klearviue@xtra.co.nz phone 021-023-00-874.

Conquest-Century alloy rocker cover. Contact John Rademaker, jokiki@clear.net.nz or 
phone 09-408-7478.

Members’ Market ...

SP250 rotissary (Dog not included).

I went to a couple of car dealerships last week.  At first I stopped at was Kia. Well 
nothing caught my eye, but the price was right.
 Then I went to a Ford dealer.  I didn’t really find anything I liked, but every car had 
a pair of shoes in the trunk.
 At last I went to the Chevy dealer.  I see one that I like.  The dealer does the once 
over with me, then he pops the trunk.  Disapointed, I looked at the dealer and said: 
“Well, theres something missing.”
 The dealer puzzled asks: “What?”
 I said: “At the Ford dealership I checked out, they had a new pair of shoes in the 
trunk of every car!”
 Smiling the dealer says: “That’s so they can walk home!”
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Secretary/Treasurer Ian Hodgkinson, 7 Lyndale Place, Palmerston North 06 357 2073
 hodgkinson@xtra.co.nz
Club Captain Mike King, 21 Millar Street, Palmerston North 06 357 1237
 mwking45nz@hotmail.com
Committee Des Symons, Hilton Zachan, Brian Wolfsbauer, Peter Whitten,
 Barry Cleaver
National Delegate Mike King, mwking45nz@hotmail.com 06 357 1237

OTAGO BRANCH
President Ken Whyte, Woodlawn,145 Coast Rd, RD1 Waikouaiti 9471 03 482 2727
Secretary Dianne Henderson, 535 Palmerston-Dunback Rd, RD3,
 Palmerston 9483, dianne.guiding@gmail.com 03 465 2056
Treasurer Kaye Wingfield, 7 Pioneer Cres, Helensburgh, Dunedin 9010 03 476 2323
 wingiewk@xtra.co.nz
Club Captain Ken Harrex, 36 Formby St, Outram 03 486 2056
 kenharrex@callsouth.net,nz
Committee Winston Wingfield
Past President Geoffrey Anderson
National Delegate Winston Wingfield, wingwk@xtra.co.nz




